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TALES OF THE CRUSADERS 

TALE I. 

CHAPTER L 

mug out the nun; belb, Uk bide appnachet. 
l^e bliub upon ber cheefc hu ■hamed the moming, 

For that u dawning palelf . Gnnt, good sainti, 
Theie doudi betoken nougfat of efil omeii. 

Old Flag. 

XHtt^jodbe^fianciaillesjOT espouBab, was now 
approaching ; and it Beems that neither the ptofes- 
sion of the Abbess, aoi hei practice at least, were 
to ri^d as to prevent her selecting the great par- 
h)ur of the convent for that holy rite, although 
necessarily introducing many male guests within ' 
those vestal predncts, and notwithstanding that 
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the rite iuelf was the preliminaty to a state which 
the inmates of the cloister had renounced for ever. 
The Abbess's Norman pride of birth, and the real 
intcreat which she took in her niece's sdvancement, 
overcame bU scruples ; and the venerable mother 
might be seen in unwonted bustle, now giving or- 
ders to the gardener fur decking the apartment 
with flowers— now to her cellftress, her precentrix, 
and the lay-usters of the kitchen, for preparing a 
splendid banquet, mingling her commands on these 
worldly subjects with an occasional ejaculation on 
their vanity and worthlessness, and every now and 
then converting the busy and anxious looks which 
she threw upon her preparations into a solemn 
turning upward of eyes and folding of hands, as 
one who sighed over the mere earthly pomp which 
she took such trouble in superintending. At ano- 
^er time the good lady might have been seen in 
close consultation with Father Aldrovand upon 
the ceremonial, civil and religious, which was to 
accompany a solemnity of such consequence to her 
family. 

Meanwhile the taxis of discipline, although r»- 
loxed for a season, were not endtely thrown loose. 
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TALE I. THE BETKOTHKD. 5 

The outer court of the conrrat was indeed for the 
time opened for tbe reception of the male sex ; but 
tlie younger sisters and novices of the house being 
earefuUj secluded in the more inner apaitmenta 
of the extensive building, under the immediate 
eye of a grim old nun, or, as the conventual rule 
designed btr, an ancient, sad, and virtuous per- 
ton, termed Mistress of the Novices, were not per- 
mitted to pollute their eyes by looking on waving 
plumes and rustling mantles. A few sisters, in- 
deed, of the Abbess's own standing, were left at li- 
berty, being such goods as it was thought could 
not, in shopman's phrase, take harm fVom the lur, 
and which are there&re left lying loose on the 
counter. These antiquated dames went mumping 
about with much af&cted indiflerence, and a great 
deal of real curiosity, endeavouring indirectly to get 
information concerning names, and dresses, and 
decoraUons, without daring to shew such interest 
in these vanities as actual questions on the subject 
might have implied. 

A stout bond of the Constable's spearmen 
guarded the gate of the nunnery, admitting only 
within the hallowed precinct the few who were to 
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be preBcnt at the Bolemntty, with thor pineal 
attendanM ; and while the former were ushered 
Irith all form into the apartments dresaed out fe 
die occaaton, the attendants, although detained 
•n the outer court, were liberally BupjJied with re- 
freshments of the most snbstaatial kind ; and had 
the amusement, so dear to the menial clBBHea, of 
examining and criticisiig tli^ masters and their 
tnistresaes, as they passed into the interior apart- 
ments prepared for their reception. 

Amongst the domestics who were thns enu 
ployed were old RmuI the huntsman and^his j(^ 
ly dame ; — ^be gay and glorious, in a new cassodc of 
green velret, she gracious and comdy, m a kirtle 
of yellow alk, fringed with minlTair, and that at 
no mean cost, were equally busied in beholding 
the gay spectacle. The most iaveterate wug have 
dieir occasional terms of truce ; the most iHtter 
and boisterous weather its hours of warmth and 
of calmness ; and so was it with the matrimonial 
horizon of this amiable pair, which, usually cloudy' 
had now for brief space deared up. The splendour 
of their new i^>pa]:e], the mirth of the ^wctade 
around them, with the aid, perhaps, of a bowl 
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of mnscadioe qusfied by Baoul, md a cap of hip* 
pocMt Killed by hii wife, had nndcnd them ntlier 
mote agreeable in eflch otbef*a eyes than vai thm 
Tont ; good duer beiiig in audi caaea aa oil ia to a 
nuty lock, the meana of makiDg those Talve§ more 
■mbothly and glibly, which otherwiie work nob 
together at all, or by ihiieks and gnana e^ireai 
diur letuctance to taare in nnioo. Th« pur had 
stuck themadlTes into a kind of nidie, three or feat 
etepB from the gnnind, which contained a imall 
stone bench, whence tbev cunous eyea could acro- 
tiniaewith advantage every guest who entered the 

Thos {daoed, and in tbrar pieient state of tem* 
fWTStyooncord, Raonl with bis frosty visi^ ibnn- 
ed no onapt representative of January, the bitter 
Sidier of the year, and though Giihan was past 
tiie ddicate Uoom cf youtb&l M^, yet the mda- 
iugfite of a full dark eye, and the genial glowt^ 
a npe and cmnwn cheek, made her a hvely type 
of the fruitful and jovial August. Dame Giilligb 
used to make it ber boast, that she could please 
cvBtyJbody wid) het gosnp, when she dtose it, from 
Baymond "BeKOgat down to Rolon the horse. 
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hoj ; and like « good homiewife, vho, to keep her 
hand in use, will sometinies even condescend to 
dress a dish for her husband's sole eatbg, die now 
thought proper to practise her powers of pleamng 
on old Baonl, fatlj conqoenng, in her saccessfol 
s^es of DHTth and satire, not onl^ his cynical 
temperament towards ^ hnmAa kind, hot his pe- 
euliat Mid special fiapodtion to be testy with his 
spouse. Her ji^es, bik^ as they woe, and the 
coquetry with whioh they were enforce^ had 
Buch an effect on this Timon of tbcr ^oods, 
that he curled up Ha cynical noae, displ^red his 
few straggling teeth like a cut about to Ute, hteka 
out into a barking langh, which was more like the 
ery of <Hie of his own hounds--«topped short in 
' the ezplodon, as if he had soddealy recollected 
jhat it was out of chstacter ; yety ere he remmed 
his acrimonious gravity shot such a ^ance at 
' Gillian as made bis nut- i^adterjawsj junded eyes, 
and conrblved nose^ bear no small rescmUaBce to 
<me of those fantastic faces which decorate the up> 
per end of old bass-viols. 

" Is not this better than laying your dog-leash 
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on ^onr loving wife, as tf she were a Ivacli of the 
jicnael T' said August to Jaaiisry. 

*' In troth is it,^ answered Jnmary, in r ffOBt- 
Intten tone ;— ' ' and so it is also better than doing 
tihe braeh-tricks which biing the leash into exer- 
aee." 

" Humph .'" said GiUtatii in the tone of one 
who thought her husband's proposition might bear 
brang disputed ; but instantly changing the note 
to that of tender complaint, " Ah ! Raoul,"" she 
smd, " do you not remember how you once heat 
me because our late lord,— Our Lady assoil him ! — > 
took my crimson breast-knot for a peony rose ?" 

" Ayi ay," said the huntsman ; " I remember 
our old master would make such mistakes— Our 
Lady assoilzie him ! as you say — The best hound 
will hunt counter.^ 

" And how could you think, dearest Raoul, to 
let the wife of thy bosom go «> long without a new 
kirtle?'" said hia helpmate. 

" Why, thon hast got one from oOr yonng 
lady that might serre a countess,'" sud Raoul, his 
concord jarred by her touching this chord — " how 
many kirtles would'st thou have }"" 
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" Only two, kind Raoul ; jilst that fblks imj 
not count their children's age l^ the date of Daat 
Gillian's last new gown." 

" Well, well — it is hard that a man cannot be 
in good hnmour once and away wHhoat bdi^ made 
to pty for iL But thou shalt have a new kirtle 
at M ichaelmaa, when I sell the backs-hidea for the 
season. The very ontlen should bring a good 
penny this year." 

" Ay, ay,* sud Gillian; " I erer tell thee, 
hasband, the horns would be worth the hide in a 

fiuT BIBTket." 

Raool turned briskly round as if a wasp had 
stung him, and there is no guessing what his re- 
ply might hare been to this seemingly innocent 
observation, had not a gallant horseman at that 
insUmt entered the court, and, diBmounting like 
the others, gave his horse to the charge of a squire, 
01 equerry, whose attire biased with emlvoidary. 

" By Saint Hubert, a proper horseman, and a 
destrier for an earl,'' said Hubat ; " and my Lord 
Coi)8table''s liTeries withal — ^yet, I know not the 
gallant" 

*< But I do,'' said Gillian ; " it is Randal De 
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Lacy, the Constable's kiiuinai), and ai good a man 
as ever came of the name !" 

"Ohlbf Sunt Hubert, I hare heaid of him — 
men say he b a rereller, and a jangler, and a vas- 
ter of hia goods." 

" Men lie nov and Utea,^ swd Gillian drily. 

" And womei also," replied Raonl ;— " why, 
metbinks be winked on thee just now." 

" That ri^t eye of thine saw nerer true B&ice 
our good lord — Saint Mary rest him !-»flung a cup 
of wine in thy face, for pressing orer boldly into 
his withdrawing-Toom." 

" I marvel," MJd Raoul, as if be heard her not, 
" that yonder mffler comes hither. I hare beard 
that he is suspected to bttve attempted the Con* 
stable's life, and that they have not spokoi toge< 
thet for five years." 

*' He comes on my young Udy^e invitation, aid 
that I know full we^," said Dame Gillian ; " and 
he is less like to do the Constable wrong than to 
have wrong at his band, poor gentleman, as indeed 
fae has had enough of that already." 

" And who told thee so ?" said Raonl lutterly. 

" No matter, it was one who knew all about it 
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very well," said tlie dame, who b^an to fear that, 
in displaying faer triumph of superior information, 
abe had been tatbcr over communicative. 

" It must hare been the devil, oi Randal him- 
eelf," said Raoul, " for no other mouth is large 
enough for such a lie.-«'But bark ye, Dame Gil- 
lian, who is he that presses forward next, like a 
man that scarce sees bow be goet ?" 

" Even your angel of grace, my yoni^ Squire 
Damian," said Dame Gillian^ 

" It is impossible !" answered Raoul — " Call me 
Uind if thou wilt ; but I have never seen man so 
changed in a few weeks — and his attire is Sung on 
him so wildly as if be wore a horse-cloth ronnd 
him instead of a mantle — What can ul the youth ? 
—he has made a dead pause at the dooir, as if he 
saw something on the threshold that debarred bis 
entrance. — Sunt Hubert, but be looks as if he 
Irere el£Btri(ien !" 

" You ever thon^t him such a treasure !" sud 
Gillian ; "and now look at bim as he stands by the 
nde of a real gentleman, how he stares and trembles 
H if he were distraught" 
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*' I vill speak to him," lud Raoul, forgetting 
Taia lameness, and springing from his derated sta- 
tion — ^' I vill apeak to him ; and, if he be uuTell, 
I have my lancets and fleams to bleed man aa well 
as brute." 

" And a fit phyradm for such a patient^'" mut- 
ra«d Gillian, — " a dog-leech for a dreamy mad- 
man, that neither knows his own disease nor the 
way to cure it." 

Meanwhile the old huntsman made his way to- 
wards the entrance, before which Damian rem«n- 
cd stwding, in apparent uncotainty whether he 
should enter or not, r^ardless of the crowd around* 
sud at the same time attracting their attention by 
the singularity of his deportment. 

Raoul had a private &Tour in Damian ; for 
which, perhaps, it was a chief reason, that of late 
his wife had been in the haUt of speaking of him in 
a tone more disrespectful than she usually applied 
to handsome young men. Besides, he understood 
the youth was a second Sir Tristrem in sylvan' 
sports by wood and river, and there needed no 
more to fetter Raoul^s soul to him with bands of 
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BteeL He sbw with great coBcem hia conduct At- 
tract general notice, mixed with some lidicale. 

" He stands," uud the town-jester, who had 
crowded into the gay throng, " beibre the gate, 
like Balaam's ass in the Mystery, when he sees so 
mudi more than can be seen by any one else-^ 

A cut firom Rooul's ready lessh rewarded the 
jelidty of this application, and sent the ibol howl- 
ing off to seek s more EsTourable audience for his 
pleasantry. At the same dme Raoul prraaed up 
to Damian, and with an eamesbiesB very diSerent 
fixtm his usual dry caustiaty of manner, b^;ged 
him for God's sake not to make himself the gene- 
ral spectacle, by standing there as if the devil sat 
on the door-way, but either to enter, or, what 
might be as becoming, to retire, and make himself 
more fit in apparet for attending on a solemnity so 
nearly concenung his house. 

" And what uls my apparel, old man P" said 
Damian, turning sternly on the huntsman, as one 
who has been hastily and undvilty roused fivm a 
reverie. 

" Only, with respect to your valour," answered 
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the huntaman, " men do not usuidly put old 
msntles over new douUete ; and methinke, with 
subnussioii, that of yours nrather accords with 
your dress, noi is fitted for this noble presoice.^ 

" Thou art a fool !" answered Damian, " and 
as green in wit aa grey in years. Know you not 
that in these days the young and old consort to- 
gether — contract b^her — wed together f and 
should we take mare care to make our apparel 
conustent than our actions ?" 

" For God^s sake, my lord,"' sud Raoul, " for- 
bear these wild and dai^^eroua words I they may 
be heard by other ears than nuoe, and craistnied 
by worse interpretns. There may be here those 
who will pretend to track mischief from li^t 
words, as I would find a buck from bis frayings. 
Your cheek is pale, my lord, youi eye is Uood- 
shot ; for Heaven^s take retire !" 

" I will not retire," said Damian, with yet more 
distonperature of manner, " till I hare seen the 
Lady Eveline." 

" For the sake of all the Baints,** gaculated 
Bamil* " lUtt now !— You will do my lady incre- 



T,Google 



16 TALKS OF THK CUUSASBXl. 

dible injiny by fiwcing youisdf into her pretenc* 
in ^lis condition.'" 

" Do you think so ?" said Bamiao, the lemaA 
Menung to operate as a sedative which enabled 
him to collect his scattered thoughts — *' Do you 
really think so ?— I thought that to have looked 
upon her once more— but no — ^you are in the 
right, old man." 

He turned &om die door as if to withdraw, but 
ere he could accomplish his purpose, he tuned 
yet more pale than before, Bta^ered, and fell on 
the pavement ere Raoul coul<f afibrd him his sup- 
port, useless as that might have proved. Those 
who raised him were surprised to observe that his 
garments were soiled with blood, and that the 
stuns upon his cloak, which had been criticised 
by Baoul, were of the same complection. A grav&< 
looking personage, wrapped in a sad-coloored 
mantle, came forth from the crowd. 

** I knew how it would be," he said ; " I made 
venesection this morning, and commanded repose 
and sleep according to the aphoiisms of Btppo- 
crates ; but if young gentlemen will neglect the 
ovdinance of thor phyncian, medione will avraige 
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herself. It i§ imposaible that my bamdish ot l^a- 
tuK, knit by these fingos, should haTc Btuted, 
but to avenge the n^lect of the precepts of art.'* 
" What means this prate F" said the voice of 
the Constable, before vhich all others were ai- 
knt. He had been summoned ibrth just as the 
rite of espousal or betrothiog was oHicluded, oti 
the confusion occaisioned by Danua&'s situation, 
and now sternly commuided the phyndan to re- 
place the bandies which had slipped &om his ne- 
phew's arm, himself assistiiig in the task of sup- 
porting the padent, with the anxious vid deep- 
ly agitated feeling of cue who saw a near and 
justly valued relative— «i yet, the h^ f£ his fiune 
and family — stretched befi>re him in a oi^idition 
so dangerous. 

But thegrie&of the powerful and the fbrtunatc 
are often mingled with the impatience of into- 
rupted prosperity. " What means this P" he de- 
manded sternly of the leech. " I sent y<Hi this . 
morning to attend my nephew on the first ddings 
of his illness, and conunanded that he should make 
no' attempt to be present on this day's stJemm^* 
yet I find him in this state, and.in tlus plac«." 

VOL. II. B 
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" So please your lordship" n^died the IqmIi, 
with a consdoiu Belf-importance, vhicli even Uw 
presence of the Constable could sot Bobdne^ 
** Curatio eet canonica non coacta ; vhich signi- 
fieth, my lord, that the physkua aeteth his cnn 
by rules of art and sciraic^-l^ advice and pn* 
sciipdoD, bat not by fane or violence upon tha 
padent, who cumot be at all benefited unless he 
be voluntarily amenable to the orders of bis me- 
dicum." 

" Tell me not (rf* your jargon,^ said De lacy t 
** if my nephew was light-headed enough to at- 
tempt to come hitfaa in the heat oi a delirioui 
distemper, you should have had sense to prevent 
him, bad it been by actual force." 

" It may be," said Bandal Ce Lacy, joining 
the crowd, who, forgetting the cause which had 
brought them together, were now assembled about 
Damian, " that more poweriul was the magnet 
whidi drew our lunsman hither, than aught the 
leech could do to withhold him." 

The Constable, bUU busied about his nephew, 
looked up as Randal spoke, and when he was 
done, aikad, with f<»mal coldness of manner. 
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** Hs, fiuT kiQBmiui, of what mtgaet do you 
speak r 

*' Sorely oT your nephew's love and regard to 
your lordahip,^ answered Randal, *' which, not to 
mendon his respect for the Lady Eveline, must 
have compelled him hither, if his limhs were aUs 
to bear him. — ^Aiid here the bride comes, I think, 
in diarity, to thank him for bis aeaL^ 

" What unhappy case is this ?^ said the Lady 
Eveline, presdng forward, much disordered with 
the intelligence of Damian*s danger, which bad 
becai suddenly conveyed to her. " Is there no- 
thii^ in which my poor service may avail i"' 

" Nothing, lady," taid the Constable rising 
from beside his nephew, and taking her hand ; 
*' your kindness is here mistimed. This modc7 
assembly, this unseeming coufUaion, becfHoe not 
your preaence.^ 

" Unless it could be belp&l, my lord," said 
Eveline, eagerly. *' It is your ne^ew who is in 
danger — my debvcrer— ^ne of my deliverers, I 
would say." 

" He is SUy attended by his chinugean," said 
tba Constable, leadii^ back his reluctant briA 
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into the convent, while the medical sttenduil: 
triumpfasntly exclaimed, 

" Well judgeth my Lord Constable to with- 
draw his noble lady firom the host of petticoated 
empiricB, who, like eo maoy Amasons, break in 
upon and derange the r^ular course of phyncal 
practice, with their petulant pn^oaticB, th^ nah 
recipes, their mitfaridate, their sumifugos, Umax 
amulets, and their charms. Well iqieaketh the 
Ethnic poet, 

' Non audet, uiu q\ue didicit, dare quod medkorum eit ; 
Promjttunt medid—tnctant fabrilia fabri.' " 

As he repeated these lines with much empba- 
iis, the doctor permitted his patient^s arm to drop 
from his band, that he might aid the cadence with 
a flourish of his own. " There," said he to the 
spectatora, " is what none of you nnderstand— ^ 
no, by Saint Luke, nor the CouEtable himself." 

" But he knows how to whip in a hound that 
babbles when he should be busy," s^d Raoul ; 
and, silenced by this hmt, the chirurgeon betook 
bimEelf to hia proper duty of eupenntending the 
fcinoval of yoimg Damian to an apartmoit in the 
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n^ghbooring Etreet, nhere the symptoms of his 
disorder seemed rather to increase thao diminisb, 
and speedily required all the skill and attention 
which the leech could bestow. 

The subecriptioQ of the contract of marriage bad, 
as already noticed, been jnst conduded, when the 
company assembled on the occasion were intemipt- 
edln'thenewsofDamian*sillne8s. WhentheCon- 
stable led his bride irom the court^yard into the 
apartment where the company was assembled, there 
was discomposure and uneasiness on the connte- 
naoce of both ; and it was not a little iacreased by 
the bride pulling her hand faastUy &om the bold 
of the brid^room, on obfierring that the latter was 
stained with recent blood, and had in truth left the 
same stamp upon her own. With a faint exclama> 
tion she shewed the marks to Rose, saying, at the 
same time, " What bodes this ? — Ts this the re- 
venge of the Bloody-finger already commencing ?" 
" It bodes nothing, my dearest lady," said 
Rose — " it is our own fears that are prophets, 
not those trifles which we take for augury. For 
God's sake, speak to my lord ! He is surprised 
at your agitadon." 
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" I<et him ask me tbe cause himgelf,'' uid Eve- 
line i " fitter it should be told at his Uddii^, than 
be offered hj me unasked." 

The Constable, while his bride stood thus con- 
Tendng with her maiden, had also observed, that in 
his anxiety to assist his nephew, he had transfer- 
red part of his Uood &om his own hands to Ere- 
line''g dress. He came forward to ipolo^ze fi>r 
what at such a moment seemed almost ominoca. 
" Fair lady," said he, " the blood of a true De 
Lacy can never bode aught but peace and happi- 
ness to you." 

Eveline seemed as if she would have answered, 
but could not immediately find words. The &ith* 
iiil Rose, at the risk of incurring the censure of 
being over forward, hastened to reply to the com- 
pliment. " Every damsel is bound to believe 
what you say, my noble lord," was her answ^, 
*' knowing how readily that blood hath ever flowed 
for protecdng the distressed, and so Istdy for onr 
own relief." 

*' It is well spoken, little one," answered the 
Constable ; " and the Lady Eveline is happy in 
a muden who so well knows hov to speak when it 
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is her owd [deaaure to be nleat.-<-CoiM, Ud^r," h« 
added, " let tu hope tbis miahap of my kinanm 
is but like a eacrifice to ft»tuae, vbich pennits not 
the brigfateat hour to pass without Gome interre- 
ning shadow. Danuan, I tnut, will ^leedily le- 
covei ; and be we miodfiil that the Idood-diopt 
which alaim jou have been dram by a fiiendly 
ateel, and are symptoms rather of recorery than of 
iUneas. — Come, dearest lady, your ralence discon- 
tages our fiienda, and wakes in them doubts that 
ve are sincae in the welcome due to them. Let 
ne be yoot aewer," he said, and taking a silver 
ewer and napkin firom the standing cnpboardi' 
whii^.was loaded with plate, he presented them 
on his ^ee to his bride. 

Exerting hoself to shake off the alarm into 
which she had been thrown by some eoppoeed co- 
incidence o( the present accident with the appari- 
tioa at Baldiingham, EveQne, entering into her 
betrothed husband s humour, was about to raise 
him &om the ground, when she was interrupted 
by the arnvid of a hasty messenger, who, conung 
into the rotun without oeMsiony, infcmsed the 
CoBstaUe that his n^iew was bo extremely ill, 
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tfut if be hoped to see liini a^ve, it vould be ne- 
cesBBiy he should come to his lod^ngs instantly. 
' The Constable started up, made a brief acBea 
to Eveline and to the gaests, who, dismayed at 
this new and disastrous intelligence, were pre- 
paring to diqi^se themselves, when, as he ad- 
vanced towards the door, he was met by ■ Paritw 
or Summoner of the Ecdenastical Court, whose 
officii drCbs had procured him unobstructed ei^ 
trance into the precincts of the abbey. 

" Dens vo&Mcutn," sud the pariter ; '^ I would 
Imow which of this fair company b the ConstaUe 
(rf Chester?" 

« I am be," answered the elder De La^ ; >* bat 
if thy bumness be not the more has^, I cannot 
now apeak with thee— I am bound on matters of 
Hfe and deatb." 

" I take all Christian people to witness Aat I 
have discha^ed my duty," sud the parittw, put- 
ting into the hand of the Constable a slip of parch- 
ment 

" How is this, fellow f" sud the Constable in 
great indignatum — " for whom or what does yonr 
master the Ardilnshop take me, that be deals with 
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me in this imcourteotui foshioD) ddng me to com- 

{lear before him more like a delinquent than a 

friend or a nobleman P" 

" My gradouB laid," answered the paritor 
haughtily, " \a accountable to no one but out 

-Holy Father the Pope for the ezerose of the 
pover which is intruBted to him l^ the canons (^ 

the Church. ' Your loTdehip''B answer to my dta^ 

don?" 

" Is the ArcbUahop present in this dty P" sud 
the Constable, after a moment's reflectiim— " I 
knew not of his purpose to travel hither, still leas 
of Ms puxpose to exettise authority within Aese 
bounds." 

" My gracious lord the Archlnshop," said the 
paritor, " is but now arrived in this d^, of whidi 
he is metropolitan ; and, besides, by his apostoliod 
commisdon, a iegate a latere hath plenary juris, 
diction throughout all England, as those may find 
(whatsoever be their d^ree) who may daie to dis- 
obey bis summons." 

" Hark thee, fellow," said the Constable, re. 

■garding the paritor with a grim and angry eoua- 

'tienance ; '* were it not for certain respects which 
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I promise thee ihj tawny hood hsth little to do 
with, thou wert better have swallowed thy citation, 
seal and all, than delivered it to me wfth the ad- 
ditioD of Bocb uocy. terms. Go hence, and tell 
your master I will see him within the space of ao 
faooT, during which time I am debyed by the ne- 
cessity of attending a uc^ relatimL'" 

The paritoT left the apartment with more hu- 
mility in his manner than when he had entered* 
and left the aawariMed guests to lode i^an each 
other in silcDce and dismay. 

The reader csimot fail to rememliCT bow se- 
verely the yoke of the Boman supremacy {oessed 
both on the cleify ai^ Luty of England during 
the reign of Heaxj !!■ £v«t the attempt of that 
wise and courageous monarch to make a stand fiw 
the indepraidence o£ his throne in the memoraUe 
case of TluHnas a Becket, had such an unh^^y 
issue, that, like aBUj^ressedrebcJliwi, it was found 
to add new strcaigth to the .dominatioa of the 
church. Since the submismon c£ the king in that 
ill-fated struggle, the vtnce of Rome had double 
potency whensoever it was heard, and the bcddest 
peers of EngUod held it more wise to submit to 
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her imperiouB dictates, tbtm to provoke s spirituid 
censure which had so many secalar consequenoea. 
Hence the slight and scomfiil miuneT in which 
the Constable was treated by tbe prelate Baldwin 
struck a chill of aatorusbment into the assembly 
of fiientb whom he had collected to witness hia 
eqwosals; and as he glanced his haughty eye 
around, he saw that many who would have stood t^ 
him through life and death in any other quarrel, 
had it eren been with his sorer^gn, were tuming 
pale at the very thought of a quaxrel with the 
Church. Embarrassed, and at the same time in- 
censed at tbeii timidity, the ConstaUe hasted to 
dismiss them, with the graieral assurance diat all 
would be well — that his nephew's indisposition was 
a trifling complaint, exaggerated by a conceited 
phyddan, and I^ his own want of car&— and that 
die message of the Archbishop, so unceremoDitnr- 
ly delivered, was but the consequence of thmr mu- 
tnid and fiiendly femiUarity, ^^ch induced them 
■ometimeB, for the jest's sake, to reverse or Delect 
the ordinary forms of intercourse. — " If I wanted 
to speak with the prelate Baldwin on express btm- 
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ness and in haate, Bnch is the humility and indif- 
ference to SoTtD of that worthy pillar of the church, 
that I should not fear offence,^ said the Constable, 
" did I send the meanest horselx^ in my troop to 
ac^ an audience of him." 

So he spoke — but there was something in his 
eotmtensnce which contradicted his words; and 
his Mends and relations retired from the splendid 
and joyM ceremony of his espousals as from a 
fimeral feast,. with annous thoughts And with, 
downcast eyes. 

Randal was the only person, who, having stten- 
tirely watdied the whole progress of the aflair du- 
ring the evening, ventured to approach his cousin 
as he left the house, and asked him, *< in the name 
of thdi re-nnited fiiendship, whetiwr he had no- 
thing to command him ?' assuring him, with a 
look mi»e expressive than his words, that he would 
not find him cold in his service. 

" I Jiave nought which can «ercise your seal, 
ftir cousin," replied the Constable, with the lur 
of one who partly questioned the speaker's sniGe< 
rity ; and the parting reverence with which he ac- 
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Bompaioed hie vords, left Randal no pretext for 
cootiniiing bis attendance, as lie seemed to have 
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CHAPTER II. 

Ob, vcn I mttd high ai taj imliUiMi, 

rd [dice thii naked ibot od aecka of monatdu 1 

Jttyiteriaat Mother. 

The most anxious and unhappy moment of 
Hugo De Lacy's life, was unquesdonably that in 
whidi, by espousing Eveline with all dril and 
religious solemnity, he seemed to approach to what 
for some time he had considered as the prime otf 
ject of his wishes. He was assured of the eaily 
possession of a beautiful and amiable wife, endow- 
ed with such advantage of worldly goods, as gra- 
tified his ambition as well as his affections — Yet, 
even in ibis fortunate moment, the horizon dark- 
ened around him, in a manner which presaged 
nought but storm and calamity. At his nephew's 
lod^ng he learned that the pulse of tbe patient 
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bad nun, «&d his delirium had augment«d, and 
all annmd him apoke very doubtfully of hii chance 
of ncoT«y, or Bumving a criris which aeemed 
speedily approaching. The ConataUe stole to- 
wards the dooi of the apaitment which his feeHngi 
permitted lum not to enter, and liilcnod to the ra- 
ving which the £era gave rise to. Nothing can be 
mcn« melancholy than to hear the mind at waA 
eonceming its ordinary occapations,wben the body 
is stretched in pun and dai^er npcm the couch 
of BCTcre sickness ; the contrast betwixt the or- 
dinary state of health, its joys or its labours, ren- 
ders doubly afEtoing the actual helplessness of the 
patient before Whom these Tiuons are rising, and 
we feel a corresponding d^ree of compassion fiv 
the sufferer whose thoughts are wandering so fiff 
fiom his real condition. 

The Constable ftlt this acutely aa he heard his 
nephew shout the war-cry of the family repeatedly, 
appearing, by the words of command and direc- 
tion which he uttered from time to time, to be ae- 
tiTely engaged in leading his m^t-at-arms against 
Ae Welch. At uiother tirae be muttered various 
terms of the manege, of fideoniy, and of the ehoae 
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— he mentioiied hit uncle's name rqieatecUy on 
Uteae occasions, aa if the idea of his kiiunnaii had 
been connected sli^ with his martial encoimten, 
and with faia sports l^ wood and river. Other 
soonda there wcxe, vhidi he mnttcnd m low aa 
to be altogether nndistingniBhaHe. 

With a heart even still more softened tovarda 
his kinsman^B sufierings as he heard the points on 
which his mind wandoed, the ConstaUe twice ofr 
plied his hand to the latdi of the dooTi in orda to 
enter the bed-romn, and twice finbore, his eyes 
running fiuter with tears thw he chose shonld be 
witnessed by the attendants. At length, relin> 
quishing bis purpose, he hastily leA the hotiae, 
mounted his horse, and, fbUowed only by four of his 
p^WHtal attendants, rode towards the palace of the 
Bishop, where, as he learned from pul^ rumoor, 
the Axch-prdate Baldwin had takoi up faiB tanpo< 
rary rendoiee. 

1%e train o{ riders and of led horses, tf sump- 
ta* mules, and of menials and attoidants, both 
lay and ecclesiastical, which thronged around the 
gate of the Episcopal manaon, b^elliei with the 
gaping crowd of inhahitanbi who had gathered 
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wXHtod, some to gsie upon tlie Bplendid ifaow, 

some to luve tlie chaneeofTccelTingtliebeiiedic. 
tion of the Holy FieUte, was bo great as to iiii< 
pede the Constable's 8{^)roach to the palaceJoor ; 
and when this obstacle vas sunnounted, he foond 
another in the obstinacy of the Archbishop's at- 
tendants, who permitted him not, though an- 
nonnced by name and title, to croos the t h redwJd 
t£ the mansion, unul they should Teceire the ex~ 
press command of th^r matter to that effect. ' 
The ConsUble felt the fiill ^ect of this sbght- 
ing reception. He had dismounted from his hone 
in fiill coQ&deace of bcang instantly admitted into 
^e palace at least, if not into the Prdate> pre- 
sence ; and as he now stood on foot among the 
aqmres, grooms, and horse-boys of the BjHritual. 
lord, he vas so much disputed, that his first im- 
pulse was to re-mount his bwse, and return to 
his pavilion, pitched for the time before the city 
walls, leaving it to the Bishop to seek him there 
if he really desired an interview. But the necea- 
aty of conciliation ^most immediately rushed on 
lua mind, and subdued, the : first haughty impulse 
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of fail oflinded prid«. ** If onr wiie Kng," he 
nid to liimsftf, " hatli held the stinsp of on« 
Fielste of Cuteribory whta living, and iabmitted 
to the most degndfajg obBemncm bdbie his 
■briM whasdeid, BUteiy I aeed not be moie sera- 
polooa tovuds fail priestly socoesBor ia the suae 
otei^nwn antbori^.* Anothw thought, which he 
land hardly to ackaovledge, neommeDded the 
same humble aad nibmiBaiYo course. He oonld 
not bat ftcl that, m andeavoQiing to evade his 
vDws as a anisader, be vaa incnrring some just 
eenmue fiom tfaa Chnidi ; and he was not un. 
willmgtohope, that his present cold and sconrfii} 
xeeeptton on Baldwm's part, might be meant as a 
paitef tbepenanoewlndi his oonsdcnce infi)nned 
him his conduot was lixmt to receive. 

AAer a short iaterval, De Lacy was at length 
invited to entetf the palaoe of the Bishi^ of 
Q-loucestCT, in which he was to meet the I^iimate 
cf Ec^and ; biU there was more due one brief 
pause, in hall and anti-rooni, ere he at In^th was 
admitted to Baldwin's ^tneaee. 

T]ie BtwcMMor ef tht odebrated Beokct had 



T,Goo(^le 



TALE I. THE SETKOTHBS. 86 

ncdtliex the cxtttDBire viewi, oor the a^nrii^ ^irit, 
of thst celebisted penonage ; but, on the otlwr 
hand, Mint as the Utter had beome, it nu^ ba 
doubted, whetba, in lua professioDfl fbi the ««al 
of ChiiatciKknn, he wai half ao dnoere as vsa the 
preecnt Arcblndu^ Baldwin was, in troth, a man 
w^ qualified to defend the powm which the 
Church had gained, tfaou^ periiaps of a dtiractet 
too oBcae and candid to be acdv« in extandii^ 
them. The adraooeneiit of tfas cnuade was the 
chief bosineai of hu life, his nccess Uwpriiie^al 
cause of his pride ; and, if the sense of poasess- 
ing the powers of rioquent penuaaicn, and dSH. 
to bend the minds of moi to his puipose, waa 
blended with bis leligious seal, still the tenor of 
his li^ and afterwards bis death btfne Ftolemais, 
abewed that the liberatioa of the Holy Sepuldus 
fiwn the infidels was the anfeigned olgect of tH 
his exer^ni' Hugo de Lacy wcU knew tUa ; mai 
the difficulty of nani^ag euch a tem^r apfmsxed 
mudi greater to him on the ere of the interview 
in which the attempt was to be aude, than he hid 
ni&ied hiowctf to nppoae whan the eiiria wm yet 
distant. 
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The PnJste, a man of a haadaome and statdy^ 
form, with featnrefl rather too eeme to be pleas- 
ing, rec^ved the Ctmstable in all the pomp of ec- 
desisBtical dignity. He was seated on a chair of 
oak, Ttchly cured vith GoUiic ornaments, and 
placed above the rest of the Sum under a vicbe of 
the same workmanship. His dress was the neb 
episcopal robe, ornamented with rich emtsoidery, 
and Jringed around the neck and caSs ; it opened 
from the throat and in the middle, and shewed an 
under vestment of embrmdery, betwixt the folds of 
wluch, as if imperfectly concealed, peqied the close 
shirt of bair-dothwhich the Prelate constantly wore 
under all his pompous attire. His mitre was placed 
beside him (man oaken table of the same workman- 
ship with his throne, agunst which also rested his 
pastoral 8ta£F, representing a shepherd^s crook of 
the simpleBt form, yet which had proved more 
powerful and fearfiil than lance or scymitor, when 
wielded by the hand of Thomas a Becket. 

A cbqilain in a white surplice kneeled at a 
little distance before a desk, and read fortii from 
an iUnttinated'vohime seme portitm of a theolc^- 
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cal treatise, in whu^ Baldwin appeared so deeply 
interested, that be did not seem to notice the en- 
trance of the Constable, who, highly displeased at 
this additional slight, stood on the floor of the faaU, 
undetermined whetiier to inteimpt the reader and 
address the Prelate at once, or to withdraw with- 
out saluting Hm ^ alL Ere he had formed a re> 
solution, the chaplain had arrived at some conve- 
nient pause in the lecture, where the Archbishop 
stopt him with, SaHa est, ftajdi. 

It was in vun that the proud secular Baron 
strove to conceal the embarrsasment with which 
he approached the Prelate, whose attitude was 
plainly assumed for the porpose of impressing him 
with awe and solicitude. He tried, indeed, to ex- 
hibit a demeanour of such ease as might cliuac- 
terize their old fiiendship, or at least of such in- 
difference as might infer the possession of perfect 
tranquillity ; but he &iled in both, and his address 
expressed mortified pride, mixed with no ordinary 
d^ree of embarrassment. The genius of the Ca- 
.tholic Church was on such occasions sure to pre- 
dominate over the haughtiest of the luty. 
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*' I percetT^" sud De Lacy, colketing Ua 
tbougfatfl, ami ashamed to find be had diffitivlty is 
doii^ so,-— ** I perceiTB that an old friraddnp ia 
here duBolved. M edunks Hugo de Lacy m^t 
hare txpte t td another mematget AnM iutn 
smnincned faon to diiB nrennd preKOce, and diat 
another velcome w^ted hiia on hii uiirBL" 

The Ardilnihop raised himself dowly in fais 
aeat^ aod Buide a half iodiBatioB towanb die Coii> 
atable, who, by «a imtiiicdTe desire of coneilift* 
ana, returned it lover than he liad iBGended, ot 
diaa the acaaty comtesy merited. llnPtelBteat 
tlie saao time ngmng to Ub fhapMii, die latter 
aroee to withdraw, and iconring poniiirioB io 
die phrase ** Do vemam," retre a ted revcteiitially, 
w^ioot either turning his bai^ or locAJ&g op- 
wards, his eyes fixed on the gmubd, his hands sdD 
ftdded m his haHt, and crossed over his boson. 

W&csi this mate attendant had disappeand, 
the Prelate^ Ivow became more open, yet retahi- 
ed a dark diade of grave di^Ieasnrc, and he i^ 
plied to the address rf De Lacy, but still widMKit 
ttiting from his seat. << It lAiOs not now, my 
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loid, to lay what the bnvc Conattble »f CheUor 
hM been to the poot piint BaUvin, or with what 
love aad pnde w« behdd hiia auume the Iioly 
ugn of ealTatioQ* and, to hoaooz Him by whom 
be has himself Yxea niwd to huMur* tow himMlf 
totheddiv«iBaceof theHalf Lu4. l£l«till*ee 
that noble lord b^ore me, in the ume hoi/ raw- 
lulioD, let me Icnow die joyful tmtb, and I win 
]sy aside nxibet and nutre. and uni hia hono 
like a gioom, if it be necosaiy by aueh mtdA 
eerviceto Aew the cordial ceapect I facac to Uot." 
" Rererend fiither," anfiwered| De I«By, witb 
hentatioB, " I had hoped tlwt the pt^wntien* 
which were laade to you on my {wrt by the DeM 
<^ Itetford, might have aeemed aoie Batij&«tary 
in your eyes." Then, n^uiuDg hia native eon&- 
4atce> be j^oeecded with more assniance in qweck 
and manner ; fiir the cold inflerihik looka «f the 
Aichlnshop initated him. " If tbeea pi^NMilli 
«aia be wsfflided, my lord, let ne knov in what 
poiitts. Old, if pos^de, your {dsaauie shall be 
done, vrea if it should prove wSDewbat «n«e*> 
aoiudde. I wo«dd hcve peacct my iMd, w/ik 
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Holy Church, and am the last who wonld desfnae 
her mandatea. This has been blown by my deeds 
in field, and coimaels in the state ; nor can I think 
my flcrrices hare merited ciM looks and cold lan- 
gnage from the Primate of England." 

*' Do you upteaid the Chmch with your «er- 
■nea. Tain man T said Baldwin. " I tell thee, 
Hugh de Lacy, that what Heaven hath wrought 
fiir the Chntch I7 thy hand, coold, had it been 
die divine pleasure, have been adnered with as 
much eaae'l^ the meanest horseboy in thy host 
It is fAoH that art honoured, in being the chosen 
ittstnunent by' which great thugs' hare beoi 
wiDoght in Israel — Nay, interrupt me not — I 
lell thee, jnoud baron, that, in the dghtof Heaven, 
thy wisdom is but as fidly — thy courage, wlndi 
thou dost boast, but the cowardice of a villj^ 
maidai — thy strength weakness — Uly spear an 
oner, and diy vmtd a bulrush.'" 

*< AH this I know, good father,'" said the Coo-' 
staUe, " and have ever heard it repeated when 
snch poor services as I may have rendered are- 
gime and past Marry, vhen there was need ftr- 
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my WiHiig hand, I was the very good lord of 
priest «nd prelate, ind oneirho should be honour- 
ed and prayed for with patrons and fbmiden who 
deep in the cboirmd under the high altar. There 
wffi no thooght, I trow, of oner or of bulmsh, when 
I have beai prayed to conch my hmce or draw my 
wei^Mm ; it is only when they are needless tibst 
they and their owner are nnderralued. Well, my 
remend &ther, be it so— if the Chnich can cast 
the Saracens from the Stjiy Land by grooms and 
hwseboys, wberefors do yon preach knightB and 
nobles fiom the homes and the oonntries which 
they are bom to protect and defeid P" 
i The Archbishop looked steadily on him as he 
replied, " Not &it the sake of tbor fleshly arm do' 
we disttnh yonr ImigUs and barons in thur pro- 
secution of barbaroos festivities and mnrderous 
feuds, which you call enjoying thor homes and 
protecting their domains — not that Omnipotence 
wants their ud to execute the great predestined 
work of liberation, — but fer the weal of their im- 
mortal sools.^ These last words he pronounced 
with great emphans. 
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r Tbtf CoiutaUe paced tbe floor iapttielitly, awl 
nattered to hJOTell^ *' Such U the ury gaecdan 
Sot which hosta oa horts have beeb dnwa fiom 
Enrope to diendi the sands of PaleBtine with 
tbeii gttte— mdi the -rsin pmouea for ubith w« 
aie called upon to barter our cooDtij, our imia, 
and oar liTeB." 

" la it Hugo de laej KpeaSu thus f said dn 
Arehfaisfaop, arising ftom loa seat, aad qoahfyinff 
bU tone of censore with the ^ipeannce «f shaoe 
and of rq;ret — " Is it he who usdertnm dw ie> 
nown of a hnight— the Tirtae of a Chriatia&— «be 
advancement of hia earthly boaonr-'the more in* 
calci^sble profit of his immortal seal t-^Jx it he 
who desirci a sdlid aod wdiBtaatial reoorapmice in 
lands or tressnre, to be won by warrii^ on bis leas 
powerfid neighboun at home, while kn^hdy bo- 
Door and rehgioos fiuth, his tow aa a kni^ and 
hia baptism as a Christian, csUbiiBtoanoEe^»> 
rloiu' and more dangeroos strife F'— Can it be in* 
deed Hugo de Laiy, the nutrer of tka An^»- 
NomuB duvaby, whoae tbon^ts can oonceiT* 
each sentiments, whose word can otter thoB i^ 
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** Flatlny Knd &ir Bpeecli^ niitably mixed vitli 
tsimts tead repToiidiea,.iQy lord," amwered tbci 
CuOBtkiHe, aAoanng and biting Mb Up, " tnay 
esaj ytnu point vith others ; but I >m of ft ton- 
per too solid to be cither wheedled or goaded into 
neoiures of inportuee. Forbear, therefore^ this 
strain <^RflectedMiMneineat; and beliereBte, thtt 
whether he goes to the crusade or abides at home, 
the datmcbec of Hugh Xjkj will remain sa nmm- 
peached in point of comags as tiiat of the Axi3^ 
bidiop Baldwin in pcnnt of eanctitude.'* 

** May it ttand mncli higher," said ^e Aidi- 
liiriwri " than the leputatian with which you 
voadsafe to oompsre it ! bat a blaa6 Biay be ex- 
tinguished as wdl as a spark ; uid I tell the CiHk 
itiUe of Chester, that the &me wbidi hat sat on 
his basnet for so many years, may flit fi>ctti it in 
ene moment, nevra to be recaUed." 

"■ Wbo dares to say lo ?" said the CimBtabl^ 
trtmUingiy aUve to the hosonr for which he had 
encountered so many dangers. 

" A friend," said the Frdate, " whose stripes 
riionld be reorived aa benefits. You think i^p»y< 
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Sir ConsUble, ind of gnetdon, as if yoitvtill stood 
in the mttAet, free to chaflcr on the terms of your 
serrice. I tell you, you sre no longer yonz own 
nuuter — ^yoa are, by the blessed bodge you have 
Tolontarily assumed, the soldier of Giod himself; 
nor can yon fly fiom yoor standard without inch 
iafiony as eyen coLrtrds or grooms are unwilling 
to incur." 

'* You deal all too hardly with us, my lord," 
Bud Hugo de Lacy, atopfnng short in faia troubled 
walk. " You of the sjnrituality make us the pack- 
horses of your own concerns, and cUmb to amlx- 
tiooB hcnghts by the hdp of omr orer-barthened 
shoulders ; but all hath its limits — ^Becket traiw. 
gressedit, and " 

A gloomy and racpressiTe look correspcmded 
with the tone in which he spoke this broken sen 
tence ; and the Prelate, at no loss to compiehsid 
his meaning, replied, in a firm and determined 
vmce, " And he was murdered .'—that is what 
yon dare to hint to me, — even to me, the succes- 
sor of that ghnificd saint — as a motive for comply- 
h^ wi& your ficUe and selfish widi to withdraw 
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your hud from the plough. You know not to 
whom you address such a threat. True, Becket, 
Jrom a sunt militant on earth, arrived, by the 
bloody path of martyrdom, to the dignity of a 
saint in heaven ; and no less true is it, that, to at- 
tain a seat a thousand degrees beneath that of his 
blessed predecessor, the unworthy Baldwin were 
willing to submit, under Our Lady^s protection, to 
whatever the worst of wid^ men can inflict on 
his earthly frame." 

" There needs not this show of courage, re- 
verend &ther,^ stud Lacy, recollecting hiniself, 
** where there neither is, dot can be, danger. I 
pray you, let us debate this matter more mode- 
rately. I have never purposed to break off my pur- 
pose for the Holy Land, but only to postpone it. 
Methinks the offers that I have made are (air, and 
ought to obtain for me what has been granted to 
others in the like case — a slight delay in the time 
of my departure.** 

" A slight delay on the part of such a leader 
as you, noble De Lacy," answered the Prelate 
*' were a death-Uow to our holy and most gallant 
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otterpiEe. To meaner men wc migjit hftre gnnt- 
ed the prinlege of niHnyii^ and giving in mur- 
riage, even altbou^ Aej ctaa not fer the Bomws 
of Jacoh ; but yooi my loid, arc a main pvop of 
our enterpriae, and, being withdrawn, the whole 
ftbrifi nuqr fall to the groond. Who in England 
wUl deem himsdf obliged to prew forward, when 
Hugo de Jscy ftlls bade ? Tfaink, my lord, le« 
npcm your plighted fcride, and nuoe on your 
plighted word ; and believe not that a nnion can 
erer come to good, whidi shakee yonr purpoee to- 
wardi oar bleated undertahittg for the honour of 
Chnatatiooiw. 

The Cc»st«Ue was embenaaMd by Iha pertina- 
city of the Prelate, and began to give way to hia 
sqpunanti, dioiigh moat rflnctantly, and only be> 
oaase the halnta and ojunioiu of tha time lefi hin 
no meana of combaring hia argnmenta othermH 
than I7 aaliotation. " I adaut,* he taid, " ny 
engagements for the Cnuade, nor haro I— I ro> 
peat it-^nrthcr daoie than that Inef interval 
which may be nefeanary to place my important aC> 
fidnn<»drr. MeaawbilesiyTaHal^ladbjrmy 
nephew—* 
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'• ftonrfw that vhicli is within Ay power," 
gud the Prelste. " Who knows whether, in re^ 
Bentmeut of thy Bering after other things than 
' HIS moat holy cauee, thy nephew may not be called 
famce, even while we speak together ?* 

" God foHnd !" BEUd the Baron, starting up, as 
if abont to' fly to his nephew's assistance ; then 
suddenly pausing, he turned tm the Frelatea keen 
and investigating glance. " It is not well," he 
said, ** that your reverence should thus trifle with 
the dmgers which thieat«\ my hooee. Damian 
ia dear to me fer his own good qualides — dear 9ot 
the sake of my only Wother. — May God fbr^ve 
us both ! he died when we were in onkindnesB 
widt each oth».— My lord, your words import 
diat my beloved nephew suffers pain and incurs 
danger on account of my offences." 

The AvchlHshop percdved he bad at lei^th 
tooefaed the diord to whicfa his r^mctory peni- 
tonf B heart-strings must needs vibrate. He re? 
{died with eireumspection, as well knowing with 
lAom he had to deal, — " Far be it ttom me to 
p tMam e t« Hitsipret the comtolB of Heaven ! but 
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we lead in Bcriptore, that when the fathers eat toor 
giapea, the teeth of die diUdrm «ie set on edge. 
What BO Teasonable as dist we should be punish- 
ed fat our pride and contumacy, by a judgment 
epedaUy calculated to abate and bend that sjurit 
ofsutquedryP You youredf beet know if thiadis- 
,ease clung to thy nephew before you had medita- 
ted defecUgn from the baoncr of the Crosa.^ 

Hugo de Lacy hastily recollected himself, and 
found that it wag indeed true, that, until he thought 
of his union with Eveline, there had appeared no 
change in his nephew's health. His ulence and 
confusion did not escape the artfiU Predate. He 
took the hand of the warnoc as he stood befi)re 
him overwhelmed in doubt, lest his ittefference of 
the continuance of his own house to the rescue of 
the Holy Sepulchre should have been punished 
by the disease which threatened bis nephew's life. 
" Come," he eud, " noble De Lacy— the judg- 
ment provoked by a moment's presumpdon may 
be even yet averted by prayer and penitaice. 
The dial went back at the prayer oS the goed 
King Hexdiih — down, down upon thy kaees^ 
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ind deubt not that, with confesrion, and penance, 
and abwlution, tboa maj'«t yet atone for tby bill- 
ing away &om tlie catue of Heaven." 

Bwne down by tlie dictates of the religion in 
which he hod been educated, and by the fears lest 
Iu8 delay was pimished by bis nephew's indisposi- 
tion and danger, the Constable sunk on his kneefl 
before the Prelate, whom' he had shortly before well 
nigh braTed, coni^ed, as a sin to be deeply repent- 
ed of, his purpose of delaying his departure for Pa- 
lestine, and received, withpaHence at least, if not 
with willing acquiescence, the penance infficted by 
the AichUsbop ; which conEostcd in a prohibiiaon 
to proceed farther in his proposed wedlock with' 
the X.8dy Eveline until he was returned from Pa- 
lestine, where he was bound by his vow to al^de 
for the term of three years. 

" And now, noble De Lacy," sud the Prelate, 
" once more my best-beloved and moat honoured 
fnend— is not thy bosom lighter since thou hast 
thus nobly acqwtted thee of thy debt to Heaven, 
«nd cleansed thy gallant sinrit from those selflsh 
and earthly stuns which dimmed its brightnesE ?r 

VOL. II. D 
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The Constable sighed. " My lupiHeBt thoughts 
at this mament," be said, " would aiise from 
knowledge that my nephew's health is am^ided.", 

" Be not discomforted aa the score of the noble 
Damian, your hopeful and valorous kinsman," 
said the Archlnsbop, " {<« wdl I trust shorUy ye 
shall hear of his recovery ; or that, if it shall please 
God to remove him to a better world, the passage 
shall be so easy, and his atrival in yonder haven 
of bliss so speedy, that it were better for him to 
have died than to have lived." 

The Constable looked at him, as if to gather 
from his couot^iance more cettunty of his ne- 
phew's &te than his words seemed to imply ; and 
the Prelate, to escape being farther pressed on a 
sulgect on which he was perhaps ctmacious he bad 
adveaitured too far, rung a ralvei bell which stood, 
before him on the taUe, and commanded the 
chaplain who entered at the snmmons, that he 
should dispatch a carefiil messeigex to the lod" 
ging of Damian Lacy, to bring particular accounts 
ofhishe^th. 

" A stranger," wswered the chaplain, "just 
come firom the sick chamber of the nolde Damian 
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L&cy, widts &erc even noff to hare epcech of my 
Lord Constable" 

" Admit hiDl instantly,'* s^d the Archbishop 
-■-" my mind tells fne he brings us joyful ddings. 
^— Never kneW I such humble penitence, — such 
williilg rt^gnatioU of natural afibctlojis and de- 
sires to the doing of Heaven's service, but it Vas 
Rewarded with a guerdon either temporal or spirit-' 
uiL" 

As he epo^e, i into ^nglilatly dressed Entered 
the apartment. Hb garments, of various colours 
^d shovily disposed, wete nobfc of the iie*est or 
Cleaneet, neither %ere they altogetlier fitting for 
the )^§3eAiie ih %hicli he now stood. 

*' How iloff, sirrah !" s4id the Prelate ; *' wherl 
itiiB it th&t jugglers ^d fiainstrels pressed into the 
company of such As ^e without petmisaoh f*' 

" So pleasfe yodi" said the man, " my iitstant 
butdhees 4aa not with your reV^nd Idrdship, but 
\rilh my lofd the Constable, to whoto I will hope 
that my good hews vill atone fot my evil apparel." 

" Speflk, sirrah, floes my kinsmiin live P" bald 
the Constable e^erly: 

" And is like to live, in^ lofdj^' iriis^ered th^ 



D,o,i,7.<iT,Google 



Jj3 TALES OF THE CBDSADERS. 

nun — " tt fAToursble criais (so the leeches call it) 
hath taken place in bis disorder, and. they are no 
. longer under any ap^h^isiqns lor his life." 

" Now, God be prused, that hat^ granted me. 
so much meicy !" said the Constable. 

" Amen, amen,** replied the ArcUnsbop. so- 
Isnnly ; — " About what period did this, blessed 
change take place P" 

" Scarcely half an hour ance,^ said the mesBrai- 
ger, " a soft sleep fell on the sick yootfa, like dew 
upon a parched field in summer — ^he breathed fre^ 
ly — his burning beat abated — and, as I said, the 
leeches no longer feai for his life." 

" Marked you the hour, my Lord Constable P^ 
sud the Bishop with exultation—" even then you 
stooped to those counsels which Heaven suggested 
through the meanest of its servants! But two words 
avouching penitence — but one Iwief prayra — and 
some kind sunt has interceded for an instant 
bearing, and a liberal granting of thy petition. 
Noble Hugo," he continued, grasping bis hand 
in a species of enthusiasm, " surely Hesven de- 
signs to work high things by the hand of him 
whose faults are thus readily foi^ven — whose 
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jwayer^ia thus mstuitly heard For this shall Te 
Detim Latidamus be eaid in each churd), and each 
coflvent of GHoucerter, ere the wotU he a day 
■older." 

The Constable, no less joyful, 'though petliapa 
less able to peimve an especial pnmdence in his 
nei^ev^s recovery, exptessed his gratitude to the 
messenger of the good tidings, by throwing him 
his purse. 

*' I thank you, noble lord," said the man ; " but 
if I stoop to pick up this taste of your bounty, it 
is only to restore it again to the donor." 

"Hownow, sir.''" said the Constable, "methinks 
tby coat is not so well lined as needs make thee 
spurn at such a guerdon." 

" He that desires to catch larks, my lord," re- 
plied the messenger, " must not close his net upon 
sparrows-—! have a greater boon to ask of your 
lordship, and therefore I decline your present 
gratuity." 

" A greater boon, ha !" said the Constable, — 
*' I am no bught-errant, to bind myself by pro- 
mise to grant it ere I know its import ; but do 
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tboa come to my p«vilion to-monow, and tbou 
wilt not find me DQirilling to do what is leason." 
So Baying, he took leave of the PreUte, and i«- 
tomed homeward, fuling not to virat hig nephew's 
lodpng as he passed, where he rectived the same 
pleasant assurances which had been communicated 
hy the messen^ of the parlicoloqred mantle. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

He wa* a mlnttrel — Id hts mood 

Ww wiidotD, mix'd «)th tnUj ; 
A unM compmion to the good, 
Bat wild and fierce atnobg the nde, 

And joriBl with die jollj. 

&BCBIBAI.D ARMSIKOXa. 

Th£ eventB of the preceding day had been of 
a nature so interesting, and latterly eo harassing, 
that the Constable felt veary, ss after a severely 
contested battle-field, and slept soundly until the 
earliest beams of davn saluted him through the 
opeiung of the tent. It was then that, vith a 
mingled feeling of pain and satisfaction, he b^^ 
to review the change which had taken place in hU 
eondiUon ance the preceding morning. He had 
dien arisen an ardent brid^room, anxious to find 
&Toar in the eyes <^ his &it hade, and scrupiilouB 
about hiB dress and appointments, as if he had 
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been as young in years as in hopes snil wishes. 
This was over, and he had nov before him the 
piuiiful task of leaving his betrothed for a temi 
of years, even before vedlock had united them 
indissolnbly, and of rcBectiiig that she was ex- 
posed to all the dangers which assail female con- 
stancy in a situation thus critical. When the im- 
mediate anxiety for his nephew was lemored, he 
was tempted to think that he had been something 
hasty in listening to the aigum^tB at the Arch- 
Isshop, and believing that Damian's death or re< 
covery depended upon his own accomplishing, to 
the letter, and without ddcy his tow for the Holy 
Land. How many ^iacea and kings, be thon^t 
to himself, have assimied die cross, and delayed 
or renounced it, yet lived and died in wealth and 
bonouj, without sustaiDiiig suc^ a viatatiini as that 
with whtdi Baldwin threatened me ; and in what 
case or particular did such men deserve more in. 
dulgence than I ? But the die is now cast, and it 
vgni£es little to inquire whether my obecUence to 
the mandates of the Church has saved the li& of 
my nephew, or whether I have not fallen, as lay* 
men are wont to fall, whenever there is an en- 
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counter of wits betwut them and those of the apU 
rituality. I would to God it may prove otherwise, 
since, ^rding on my sword as heaven's champion, 
I might the better expect Heaven's protection for 
her whom I must unhappily leave behind me." 

Ae these reflections passed throngh his mind, 
he heard the warders at the entrance of his tent 
chaUenge some one whose footsteps were heard ap- 
proaching it. The person stopped on their chal- 
lenge, and presently after was heard the sound of a 
rote, (a small spet^ of lute,) the strings of which 
were managed by means of a small wheel. After 
8 short prelude, a manly voice, of good compass, 
song verses, which, translated into modem lan- 
guage, might run nearly thus : 



" Soldier, mke — Ibe da; ii pninlig, 
HoDoni Dt'a wu von in Bleeping, 
Never when the lunbeame Mill 
I jj unieflectcd oo the hDl i 
Tis Then ibej ue glinted bock 
From >ie and armoiu, spear and jsek, 
That tbej pramiia Ailuie ttoty 
Mtttj a page of deathleu gloTf. 
Shiekla that aiethe fecman's teRwr, 
Erer aie the noniiig'* minoi. 
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Hadi mlTd th« rattia M hi) te 
Huh call'd Ike Ol^uer to (he bike. 
Hath call'd the hnntsmu to (he bnke ; 
Hie etdy ■'"'*»■' pondcn o'c 
Hi* doRj tomes of andent lore. 
SolditT, weka — (by burat, fuoe ; 
Tb7 Mndy, oonqiiat ; war, th j pme. 
Shield, chat vonld be [oemea't xaaae 
SHU riMNild ^eun the nuxniiig'i mbrar. 

III. 
" Foot hin lepajB dw nutie'i paio ; 

Vainett of all, the student's theme 



Yet eadi ii op, and each has tiril'd 

And cadi ia eigeitt in hit aim 
Than be idio boitcn life ibi ftnie. 
Up, up, and arm thee, ran of tarn t 

When the song was finished, the Constable 
beard some talldug vitbout, and presently Philip 
Guarine entered the pavilion to tell that a peison, 
come hither as he said by the Constable^a appoint- 
ment, wtuted p^misuon to speak with him. 

" By my appointment i"" B»d De Lacy ; " ad- 
mit Um presently." 

The meaeenger of the prece^g evening entet- 
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ed the tent, holding in one hand his small ca^ and 
feather, in the other the rote on which be had 
been jnst playing. His attire was fantasdc, con- 
usttng of mote than one inner dress of vanous co- 
lours, all of Ae brightest and richest dyes, and 
disposed so as to contrast with each other — the 
upper garment was a very short Norman cloak of 
bright green. An embroidered girdle sustained, 
in lieu of offensive weapons, an inkhom with its 
appurtenances on the one dde, on the other a 
knife for the purposes of the table. His hair was 
cut in imitation of the clerical tonsure, whidi 
was designed to intimate that he had arrived to a 
certain rank in his profession; for the J<^ous 
Sdecce, as his profession of minstrelsy was 
termed, faad its various ranks, like the degrees in 
the dniroh and in diivalry. The features aai 
manners of the man seemed to be at variance witl| 
his profession and halnt ; for, as the latter was gay 
and &ntastic, the former faad a cast of gravity, 
and almost of sternness, wluch, unless when kindled 
by the enthusiasm of his poetical and mudcal ex- 
ertions, seemed rather to indicate deep reflection. 
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than tbe tbou^^tlesB TivftdQr of observation vfai^ 
ehwacterized most of bis breUiTeii. ' His counte- 
nmce, though not bancbonie, had ttierefore some- 
thing in it strildDg and in)preBBiv«, even from its 
very contrast viUi the particoloured buee, and fat- 
tering shape of bis vestinents ; and t^e CuistaMe 
^t something inclined to patronize him, ae he mid, 
" Good morrow, fnead, and I thank tkee far thy 
morning greeting; it was Well sung and well meant, 
for when we edi forth any one to betfm^ hin how 
time passes, wc do him tiie credit of sappoting 
that he can employ to advaMage that Sitting trea- 
sure." 

' The man, who had Hstened in silrace, seemed 
to pause and make an effort ere he replied, *' My 
intendoQE, at least, were good, when I Ventured to 
disturb my lord thus early-; and I am glad to learn 
that my boldness hath not been- e^l rec^ved at 
his hand." 

" True," said the Constable, " you had a bocm 
to ask bf faie. Be speedy, and say thy request— 
tty leisure is short.^ 

"^ It is for permission to follow you tD the 
Holy Land, my lord,** said the man. 
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*' Thou htat aslced whftt I can hard^ gt^t, 
my friend," ansv^ed De Lacy — " Thou art a: 
minptrel, ait t^u not F'' 

" An unvorthy graduate of the Gay Sdeace, 
my lord," said the muncian ; " yet let me say for 
mygelf> that I viU not yield to the'king of min- 
strels, Geoffiiey Rudel, though the Sing of £ng- 
hmd hath giveo him four manors for one song. I 
would be willing to contend with him in romance, 
lay, or fable, were the judge to be King Henry 
lumBeI£" 

" You have your own good word, doubttess," 
ftud De Lacy ; " neverth^eag, Sb Minstrel, thou, 
goest not with m«. The CruBsde has been al- 
ready too macb encumbeted by men of tl^ idle- 
profession ; and if thou dost add to the number. 
It shall not be under my protection. I am too 
old to be charmed by thy art, charm Aou never 
80 wisely ." 

" He that is young enough to seek for and to 
win the love of beauty," said the minstrel, but in 
a BubmisraTe tone, as if feaiing his freedom might, 
give offence, " should not term himself too old to 
feel the charms of minstrelsy." 
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The ConstaUe nniled, not iiuetiriUe to the 
flattery which aaagaeA to him the character of a 
youiig«r galUnt " Thou Art a jester," he saidj 
" I iranant me, in addition to thy other qu&Ii- 
tJes." 

*' No," Iftplied tht ttJjiBtttl, " it is a bfanch of 
OUT profession vhich I have for some time renonn* 
ced — ^my fotttmes hare pat me out of ttme fof 
jeetingi" 

" Nay, tobtfade," e&id the Cdttstlildet " if thoti 
hast been hardly dealt vith in the world, and 
cafiBt coUply Irith the rules of a fiu&lly so sttictly 
drdered as mine, it is posslUe We may t^ree togD^ 
iber better than I thoi^L What is tby nalbe 
md country t — tby speech, melhinks, bounds 
stHnewhat fotdgn." 

" I am an Annotitan, Aty lord, firom the tatrfrf 
shores of Morbihsn ; and hence my tongue hath 
some touch of my country speech. My name )s 
Renault Vidal." 

" Such being the case, Renanlt," sdd Ae Con-> 
stable, " thou shalt follow me, and I will give ot^ 
den to the master of my household to have theS 
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Btdred Bomething accondiiig to tl^ fimetioti, but 
in more orderly gnue than thou now appeireat in. 
Dost thou underBtand the use of a weapon P** 

" IndifiEetantly, my lord," said the Armoricani 
at the Bame dme taking a sword fit^n the wall, he 
drew it, and made a ptes with it so close to the 
Constable's body as he sat on the ooudi, that he 
started up, crying " ViDmn, fiicbear T 

" I^ you I noUe sir," Kplied Vidal, lowering 
with all submission the point of bis weapon — " I 
have alieady given you a proof of slcdght which 
has alarmed even your experience— I have anhun' 
dred other beades." 

'* It may be so,"" said De Lacy, somewhat aahant< 
ed at having shewn himself moved by the sndden 
and lively action of the ju^Ier ; " but I love not 
jes^g with edge tools, and have too mudi to do 
with BWoid and eword-blows in earnest, to toy 
with them ; so I pray you let ua have no more of 
thi^ but call me my squire and my chambetlunf 
for I am about to array me and go to mass-" 

The reli^ous duties of the morning performed* 
it ma the ConstoUe's intention to visit the I.ady 
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Abbess, and- coBttmniicirte, widi thenecsssaiy fse-' 
easticHu snd qnalificatiiHiB, tbe abertd leUtioiu in 
wbich he was placed towoidalm nisce, hy tbe t&- 
■t^twn he had been ctHnpdlad to adopt, of de- 
parting for the Gnuade beGne accompliahiag hiB 
marriage, in the terns of llie prft-amtract already 
entered into. He vas consaons that it ironld be' 
difficult to reconcile the good lady to this change 
of measores, uid he delayed some time ere he 
could think of the best mode ol commnnicating 
and softening the unpleasant intelligence. An in- 
toral was also ^eM in a vist to hia ne^tew, 
whose state of convalescence continued to be as 
fiivouraUe, aaifin truth it had been a miracnlouB 
onueqneBoe of his complying with the advice of 
the Archbishop. 

From the lod^g of Damian, the Constable 
proceeded to tbe convent of the Benedictine Ab- 
bess. But she had berai already made acquainted 
with the drcumstances wiach he came to oommu- 
aicate, by a still eariier visit from the Archlrishop 
Baldwin bimself. The Primate had undertaken 
Ae office of mediator on this occanon, conscious 
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thitbiB niccess of tbc erening before must hsre 
^aced'the ConsUlde in & ddicsteaitaatioa with 
the relationa of hii betrothed bide, utd willing, by 
his coBBtenance and authority, to leconcile ths 
dieputeB whieh night tnsoe. Ferbapi he had 
bett» have leftHugo de Lacy to plead his own 
cause; for the Abbesf» though ihe listened to tha 
eomiiHuiioBtitHi with all the reqpect. due to tha 
bluest ^gnitary of the Shi^ish Chiuch, dxvw- 
eoBsequeoeea from the Constable^ change of ta- 
solution which the Primate bad not expected. She 
Tflntised to-oppese no obstacle to De Laey's ao> 
cAKtpliduaent of his Towsa but strongly argued 
that the 'C<»itract with her niece should be entii»< 
\y set aside, and each party left at liberty to fiwm 
a Dew-^oicc. ■ . ' 

-'It waain Tun that the ArchUshop codeaTOViv 
ed to da^e theAbbees with the future hoDOun 
to be won by the ConstaUe in the Holy litudt 
the splendoui of which would attach not to his 
ladysdoBe, bub to all in the remotest d^ree allied 
to or e<Mraected-with her. - All his eloquence was 
to Bo-purpose, though upon so &Tourit6 a to^c he 
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noted It to the Utmost. The Abbefli, it is (m^ 
renuined silent for s moment after hu ugamoits 
bad been exhausted, but it was only to ciBinder 
how she shonld intimate, in a suitable and rererent 
manner, that childran, the usual attendants of an 
ha{^ onionf and the existenoe of which she 
lodcedtofbr the continuation of the house of ha 
Ctther and brother, conld not be hoped for with 
any probability, unless the pre-contract iras td- 
lowed by marriage, and the reffldence i^ the mar- 
ried parties in thp same country* She tlietefbie 
inmRt^-tlj that the Constable haring altered his in- 
tentions in this moat impOTtsnt particular, theyEon- 
doUUa should be entirdy abrogated and set aside; 
and she demanded of die Primate, as an act of 
justice, that, as he bad into^ered to prevent the 
bridegroom's execution of bis original purpose, he 
should now asust with his influence wholly to 
dissolve an engagement which had \)eea thus ma- 
terially innovated upon. 

The Primate, who was senoble he had himself 
occadoned De lacft In«ach of contract, felt him- 
self bound in honour and reputation to prevent 
consequences so disagteeatde to his friend, as the 
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dtsflolutioii of an engagement In which his interest 
and inclinations were alike conoemed. He re- 
proved the Lady Abbess (bi the canal and secu- 
Ur views which she, a dignitary of the chuKh* 
entertuned upon the sulgect of matrimony, and 
concerning the interest of her hoose. He em 
upbraided her with selfishly preferring the oonti- 
nuadon ti the line of Bercnger to the reooTeijr 
of the Holy Sepnlchre, and denounced to her that 
Heaven would be avenged of the short-sighted and 
merely human policy, which postponed the in- 
terests of Chtistendom to those of an individnal 

fiunily - 

After Urn severe hotn^y, the Prelate took hit 
dqiartnre, leaving the Abbess highly incensed,, 
thoi^h she prudently forbore returning any iire- 
verwt answer to bis paternal admonition. 

In tMs humour the venerable lady wis fiiund 
by the Ccmstal^ himself^ whra, with some embar- 
rassment, be proceeded to explain to her the no-, 
oesrity of his ptesmt departure for Palestine. 

She received the communication with sulleil 
dignity ; her ample black robe and scapular seem- 
ing, as it were, to swell out in yet prouder foldi 
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uabe lifitcned: to t^e lessom and the e 
dw which Compelkd t^ Conttoble of Chester to 
defer the- inamige, vMeh he avowed was the 
drareit -miabt of his heait, until after his ratiun 
finm tbo Cmnde, fiff which he was about to set 

■i'tittiankBr'^ tvplMd,As Abbesa, with xmA. 
'! if dus-connmnioRtioii is jnesnt for ear- 
sm no fit bvniesaT^I: myself bo fit 
p«notH«-fiir jea^g iril^)<i— neUunks the Cooata. 
bla'^ Tetdntion diould harebeen pradidmed to iu 
ycaterdiif, before ihe JianciaHiea had niiited<)n> 
troth with that of Eveline Berenger, under expec- 
taaiaH very different from those which he now 



" On the woxd of a.Imigfat an 
reverend hidy, I had sot thai the ^btert thonght 
that) I Amid be odkdupon totakeakstqinoleas 
diatresai^ to me, than, as I see with pain, it it nn* 
pleasing to yoQ.?* 

*' I can acaroAly emramve,'* KpHed the Abbet^ 
<f the ct^jsnt leaaona* whioh, existitiff W'tbejcanut 
hew done 'jwatordi^y'liSTB nevertheless delved 
tbett operation until to-day."" 
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" I own," said De Lacy, rduetantly, " that I 
entertained too ready hopes ti obtuning a renift- 
sion ftom my vow, wUcli my Lord of Canterbury 
hath, in his seal for Heaven's mricet deem^ it 
necessary to rrfuse me." 

'* At least, tiben," said the Abbess, veitiiig hei 
resentoient under the appearance of extreme cold- 
ness, "yourlordshipwilldoiisdiejuBticeteplace 
us in the same situation in whid we stood yester- 
day morning ; and, by JMuing with my niece and 
her friends in desiring the abrogation of a mar- 
riage contract, entered into wi& very different 
views from those which you now entertain, put 
a young person in that state of Hberty of which 
she is at present defoived by her contract wi& 
you." 

" Ah, madam !" said the Constable, " what do 
yoU ask of me ? and in a tone bow cold end in- 
different do you demaDd me to leaign hopes, tbe 
dearest which my bosom ever entertained since 
-fhe-l^l^Dod wotmed it !" 
' *^ I am uaacquunted with langu^ belonging 
to such feelings, Bay lord,* replied the Abbess ; 
" but methinkfl die pHMpecta vludi could be ■» 
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eullj adjonrned Sx years, migbt, Ij a little, and 
a ray little, ftirthei lelf-coiitTDl, be altogedier 



ilvgo de Lacy paced the room in qptatioii, 
nor did he an>wer until after a considerable pause. 
" If your nieoe, madam, Bbares the sendmenta 
which yon hare ezpressed, I could not, indeed, 
with justice to her, or perhaps to myidf, desire 
to retun that interest in her, which our solemn 
espousals hare ffya^ nie; But I must know my 
db(Hn &om ha own lips ; and if it is as serere as 
Aut whidi your ezpesdiHU lead me to fear, I 
will go to Palestine the better soldier of Heaven, 
tiiat I ahsD have little left on earth that can in- 
terest me- 

The Abbess, without fiuther answer, caHed on 
her Fnccentiix, and desired hn to coEomand her 
nieoe's attendance immedistdy. The Prscentrix 
bowed leverentfy, and with&ew. 

" May I presume te inquH^" said De Lar^, 
** whether the Lady Eveline hadi been possessed 
tf the dreumstaoces which have occasimied this 
' nnhappy alteration in my purposes F* 

" I have ednuaiinicated the wbde to her, ficom 
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point to point," lald the Abbess, " erea u it wn 
explained to me this morning by my Lord of 
Canterbury (for with Hm I have already spoken 
upon die salject,) and confirmed but now by your 
lordlship's own month." 

" I am little obliged to the Archbishop," sud 
the Constable, " tor having fbrestalled my excuses 
in the quarter where it was most important for me 
that they should be accurately stated, and fin'our- 
ably recdved." 

" That," said the Abbess, '* is bat an item of 
the account betwixt yoa and the Prelate,—!! oon- 
cemanotus." 

*< Dare I venture to hope," continued De Lacy, 
without taking offence at the dryness of the Ab- 
bessV manner, " that Lady Ereline has heard 
this most unhappy chmge of circumstances with- 
out emotion, — I would say without displeasure ?" 

" She is the daughter (^ a Beienger, my lord, 
and it is our custom to punish a breach of faith, 
or to contemn it — ^never to grieve over it. What 
my niece may do in this case, I know not. I am 
a woman of religion, sequestered &om the world, 
and would advise peace and Christian ftn^ve- 
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neas, witb » proper sense of coDtcmpt for the un- 
wcothy treatment which she has remved. She 
hu fbllovera and vassals, and friends, doubtless 
and adrisers, who may not, in blmded seal fi>r 
worldly honour, recommend to ber to sit down 
fliighdy with this injury, but to appeal to the King, 
or to the arms of her fiuher's followers, unless her 
liberty is restored to her by the surrender of the 
omtract into which she has been endced. — But 
she comes to answer for faersdf.'" 

ETeline mtered at the moment, leaning on 
Ro6e''s arm. She had lud aode momning since 
the ceremony of the jEanciotfilff, and was dreawd 
in a Urtle of white with an upper rabe of pale 
Uu& Her head waa covered with a vol of white 
gauze, so thin, u to float about her like the mis^ 
cloud usually punted around the countenance t£ 
a seraph. But the face c^ Eveline, thoi^h in 
beon^ not unworthy one of this angelic order, 
was at prraent far fiom resembling that of a 
■eraj^ in tranquilli^ of expression. Her Unbs 
tranbled, her cheeks were pale, the tinge of red 
around the eyeUds expreesed recent tews ; y^ 
amidst these natural ^ns of disttesi and imoer- 



D,o,i,7.<iT,Google 



TALE I. TIIU BKTKOTHEn. 73 

tunty, there was an Ui of profoand resigDatioii— 
a resoludon to diMJiai^ her duty in every emer- 
gence, leigning in the solemn expresmon of her 
eye and eyebrow, and sbeving her prepared to go> 
vem the a^tstion which she could not entirely 
subdue- And so well were these oppraing quali- 
ties of timidity and resolution mingled an her 
cheek, that Eveline, in the utmost pride of her 
beauty, never looked more &BcinatiDg than at that 
instant ; and Hugo de Lacy, hitherto rath^ an 
unimpassioned lover, stood in her presence with 
feelings as if all the exi^gerations of romance were 
realised, and his mistress were abeingof ahigber 
sphere, fiom whose doom he was to receive hi^i- 
Bess or Biieery, life or death. 
- It was under the influence 4^ such a feeling, 
that the warrior dropped on one knee before Eve- 
line, took the hand which she rather resigned than 
gave to him, pressed it to his lips fervently, and, 
ere he parted with it, moistened it with one of the 
few tears which he was ever known to shed. But, 
although surprised, and carried out of his charaC' 
tar by a sudden imptdae, he reguned his ccinpo< 
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mre <»i obaerring tlist the Abbess r^;arded his 
hmniliatioii, if it csn be so termed, with an air of 
teiumph ; and he entered on his defcaice before 
Eveline with a manly eameBtness, not devoid of 
feiTour, nor free &om agitation, yet niade in a tone 
of firmness and pride, which seemed assumed to 
meet and control that of the o^nded Abbess. 

'* Lady,^ he said, addressing Eveline, " yon 
have heard &om the veneraUe Abbess in trhat un- 
happy position I have been placed since yesterday 
by the rigour of the ArchUshop— perhaps I 
should rather say, by his just though severe in- 
terpretation of my engagement in the Crosade^ 
I cannot doubt that all this baa been stated with 
accurate truth l^ the venerable lady ; but as I 
must no ](Miger caU ha* my friend, let me fear 
whether she has done roe justice in her comment- 
ary upon the unhappy necesdty which must pre- 
sentiy compel me to leave my country, and with 
my country to fiir^o — at best to postpone — the 
fairest hopes which man ever entertained. The 
venerable lady hatii upbraided ne, that being my- 
Bctf the cause diat the ezecntion of yeatefday'a 
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contract Is poetpcmed, I vouU fiun keep it ru- 
ptatded over your head fi>r an indefinite tenn of 
years. No one reagns willingly such ri^ts u 
yesterday gave me ; and, let me speak a boastful 
word, sooner than yield them up to man of woman 
bom, I would hold a tiot field against all comers, 
with grinded sword and sharp spear, from sun-rise 
to sun-set, for three days^ space. But what I 
would retain at the price of a thousand Uves, I 
am willing to renounce if it would cost you a sbgle 
Qgh. If, therefote, you think you cannot remun 
happy as the betrothed of De Lacy, you may 
command my asustance to have the contract annul- 
led, and make some more foitunste man happy.^ 

He would have gone on, but felt the danger of 
b^g overpowered again by those feelings of ten- 
derness so new to his steady nature, that he UubIn 
ed to ^ve way to them. 

Eveline remiuned silent. The Abbess took the 
word. " Kinswoman,'" she sud, " you hear that 
.the geserouty — or the jostico—of the Constable 
of Chester, proposes, in consequence of his de~ 
partote upon a distant and periloua expedition, to 
cancel a contract entoed into upon the ep«d£c 
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snd precise understanding that he was to remun 
in England 6)i its fulfilment: You cannot, nie- 
thinks, hentate to accept of the freedom which he 
i^ers you, with thai^ for his bounty. Fot my 
part, I will reserve mine own until I shall see that 
your joint application is suffident to wia to your 
purpose his grace of Canterbury, who may agus 
mterfere with the actions of his fiiend the Lord 
C<Bistabl^ over whom he has already exerted so 
much influoice — Jbr Uie weal, doubdess, <^ hia 
siHritaal concenw.^ 

" If it is meant by your words, venerable lady, 
that I have any purpose of dkeltering myself be- 
Ihind the Prelate's autliori^, to avoid doing that 
which I proclaim my readiness, though cot my 
willingnesB, to do, I can only say, that you are the 
first who has doubted the faith of Hugh de Lacy." 
— ^And while the proud Baron thus addressed a 
female and s recluse, he could not prevent his eye 
from spaiMng, and his cheek from flushing. 

" My gracious and venerablte kinswoman," nud 
Eveline, summoning blether her resohition, 
" and you, my good lord, be not offended if I pray 
you not to raeaetse l^ gnnadless ms^cioBa and 
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hasty retentments your difficuldcs and mine. My 
lord, the obligaUoDS which I lie under to yon are 
Buch as I con never discharge, since they compre- 
hend fortune, life, and hoairar. Enow that, in 
my anguish of mind, when besieged by the Welch 
in my cattle of the Garde Dolooreuae, I vowed to 
tLe Virgm, that (my honmir safe) I would place 
myaelf at tha- disposal of Hat whom Onr I<ady 
should employ as her instrument to relieve me 
from yonder hour of agony. . Jn giving me a de- 
Uverer, ahe ganenw a master ; nor could I desire 
a more ncble.one than Hugo.de Lacy.^ . 
. " God forbid, lady,** said lheLConBtatile,q>eak-i 
ag eagerlyj, as if be was ii&aid bis reaohjtion 
dioald fail him ere he could get the renundation 
uttered, 1* that I should, by such a de, to which 
you subjected yoioself in ^ extzemity of your 
distrCGs, bind youto any resolution in my favour 
which can put force on your own iudinatiimi i" 
■ J The Abbess herself could not help expressing 
hdT' applause of- this sentiment, declaring it vas 
f^hcnlike aiNonman gentlemam; but$ M the saa* 
timef her eyes tnmed towaida het niece seemed 
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to exhort her to beware hoir alie dedined to profit 
by the candour of De Lscy. 

But Eveline proceeded, with her eyes fixed on 
die ground, and a slight colour OTerspreading her 
face, to state her own sendments, without listen- 
ing to the Bu^^dons of any one. " I will own, 
noble sir," she said, " that when your valour had 
rescued me from approaching destruction, I could 
have wished— honouring and respecting yon, as I 
had done your late fiiend my excellent fiither — 
Uiat yoQ could have accepted a daughter''s eee~ 
vice from me. I do not pretend entirely to hare 
surmounted these Bentiments, although I have 
combated them, as being unworthy of me, and nn- 
giateful to you. But from the moment you were 
pleased to honour me by « claim on this poor 
band, I have studiously examined my senliinents 
towards you, and taught myself so ikr to make 
them comcide with my duty, that I may call my- 
self assured that De Lacy would not find in Eve- 
line Berenger an indifferent, &r lees an unworthy, 
bride. In this, sir, you may boldly confide, whe- 
dier the union jou have sought for takes {dace 
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instantly, or is delayed till a longer KBBon. BtUl 
&ither, I must acknowledge that tbe postpone- 
meat of these nuptials -will be more agreeable to 
me than their immediate accomplishment. I am 
at present very young, and totally inexperienced. 
Two or three yeus will, I trust, render me yet 
more worthy the r^ard of a man of honour." 

At this declaration in his bvour, however cold 
and qualified, De I^acy had as much difficulty to 
restedn his transports as formerly to moderate his 
aj^talaon. 

" Angel of bounty and of kindness !" he said, 
kneeUng once more, and again possessing himself 
of her hand, " perht^ I ought in honour to re- 
sign Toluntarily those hopes which you decline to 
ravish from me forcibly. But who could be capa- 
ble of such unrelenting magnanimity P — Let me 
hope that my devoted attachment — that which 
you shall hear of me when at a distance— that 
which you shall know of me when near you^ 
may give to your sentiments a more tender 
warmth thm they now express ; and, in the mean- 
while, blame me not that I accept your plighted 
faith anew, under the conditioiu which you attach 
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to it. I am conadoua si; wodng hu bent too late 
in life to expect the anunated retumB proper to 
jouthM passion — ^BUme me not if I remun &&■ 
tisfied with those calmer sentiments which malw 
life happy, dioi^ they cannot make pasdon tap- 
tuious. Your hand remains in my grasp, bntit 
acknowledges not my pressure — Can it be that it 
refiises to ratify what yonr lips hare said f" 

" Never, noble De Lacy !" said Eveline, with 
more animation than ^le had yet expressed ; and 
it appeared that the tone was at length snffiaent- 
ly encouragiDg, sbtoe her lover was emboldened to 
take the lips themselves for guarantee. 
' -It was with an air of pnde, mingled irith ra< 
^leet^ that, a&tx havmg reonved this pledge «f 
fidelity, he tnmed to ctmciliate and to appease the 
trended Abbess. " I tniat, voieraUe aMtheiv" 
he sud, " that you will resume your Ibnner kipd 
thoughts a£ me, wlnd> I. am aware wece oniy in- 
terrupted by your tender anxiety fer the interest 
of her who should be dearest to us both. Xsl 
me hope that I may leave this fiiir flower umIct 
proteotion* of the honoured lady who- is hef' nett 
in blood, happy and secure as she most ever be. 
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whiQe fittening to yaax emiiwds, and rending 
within these sacred walls." 

Bat the Abbess was too deeply diqileased to be 
pro^tiated b; a compliment, which perhaps it 
had been better policy to have deliqr^ till a 
cdmer seasCT. ** My lend," she sud, " and yeUt 
^T kinswoman, you ought needs to be awaie bow 
little my eoonsds — not irecpiantly given wheis 
they are unwillingly listened to — can be of avail 
to those embarked in worldly afiiuTB. I am a women 
dedicated to n^gimi, to solitude, and sedouoa— 
to ihe service, in brief, of Our Lady and Sunt 
Benedict I have been already censured by toy 
superior becatue I have, for Love <^ you, fair niece, 
mixed more deei^y in secular a&irs than became 
the bead of a convent of reclosea— I will merit no 
&Tther binne on sodi an account t nor can you 
expect it of me. My brothcv^s daughter, unfet- 
tered by worldly ties, had been the welcome shara 
of my poor solitude. But this house is too mean 
Car the reudence of the vowed Mde of a mighty 
baron; nor do I, in my lowliness and inexpoienc^ 
feel fitness over indi a one to eunnse that antht^ 
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ri^, which mu£t belong to me over every one 
whom this roof protects. The grave tenor of our 
devotions, and the serener contemplation to which 
die females of this house are devoted," continued 
the Abbess, with increasing heat and vehemence, 
** shall not, for the soke of my worldly connexioiis, 
be disturbed by the intrusion of one whose thoughts 
must needs be on the worldly toys of love and 
narri^^" 

" I do indeed believe, reverend mother," said 
the Constable, in his turn ^ving way to dUpIea- 
aure, " that a richly dowered mudeo, unwedded, 
and unlikely to wed, were a fitter and more wel- 
come inmate to the convent, than one who cannot 
be separated from the world, and whose wealth is 
not likely to increase the House's revenues." 

The Constable did the Abbess great injury in 
this hasty insinuation, sod it only went to confirm 
bet purpose of tgecting all charge of her niece 
during his absence. She was in truth as ^inte- 
rested as haughty ; and her only reason for anger 
against heiniece was, that bet advice had not been 
adopted without he»tation, although the matter 
r^arded Eveline's happiness exclusively. 
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The ill-timed reflection of the Constable con- 
finned her in the resolution nhicb she had already, 
and hastily adopted. " May Heaven forgive yoUi 
tor knight," she replied, " your injurious thoughts 
of his servants ! It is indeed ume, for your 
soul^s sake, that you do penance in the Hely 
Land, having such rash judgments to-r^ntof. — 
For you, my niece, yon cannot want tliat hospi- 
tal!^, which, without verifying, or seemiog to ve- 
rify, urjust suspicions, I cannot now grant to you^ 
while you have, in your kinswoman of Baldring- 
ham, a secular relation, whose nearness of blood 
approaches mine, and who may open her gates 
to you without incurring the unworthy censure, 
that she means to enrich herself at your cost.^ 

The Constable saw the deadly paleness wfaidi 
came over Eveline's check at this propose, and, 
without knowing the cause of her repugnance, be 
hastened to relieve her from the apprehensiona 
which she seemed evidently to entertiun. ." No, 
reverend mother,** he sud ; " sbce you ao harsh- 
ly reject the care of your kinswoman, she shall 
not be a burthen to any of her other relatives. 
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While Hugo tie Lacy hath ax gallant castles, and 
noany a manor beddes, to muntain fire upon theii 
hearths, his betrothed bride shall biuiben no 
me with her society, who may regard it as otlier- 
wise than a great honour ; and methinks I were 
much poorer than Heaven h^th made ine, could 
I not fiimiBh friends and feUowers sufficient to 
serve, obey, and protect her." 

" No, my lord," s«d Eveline, recovering from 
the dgection into which she had been thrown by 
the unkindnesB of her reladve ; " aatx some un- 
happy destiny separates me from the protection of 
my &tha*B uster, to whom I conld so securely 
have resigned myself, I will nether apply for 
shelter to any more distant relation, nor accept of 
that which you, my lord, so generously ofier ; 
nnce my doing so might excite harsh, and, I am 
sure, undeserved reproaches, against her by whom 
I was driven to choose a less adviEable dwelling- 
place. I have made my resolution. I have, it is 
true, only one friend left, but she is a power- 
ful one, and is able to protect me against the 
particular evil fate which seems to follow jne, aa 
well as ^funst the ordinary evib of human life.'" 
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" The Queen, I suppose ?'"'' sud tbe Abbess, 
iut^Tupting her iispatiejitly. 

" The Queen of HeBv^i ! renenble kinswo- 
man,'' auBwered Eveline ; " out Lady of the 
Garde Doloureose, ever gradoua to oui house, 
and so httely my especial guardian and protectress. 
Methinlos, since the vowed votaress of the ^^i^ 
rgects me, it is to her holy patroness whom I 
ought to apply for succour.^ 

The veneraUe dame, taken somewhat at un- 
awares by thu answer, pronounced the interjecUon 
" Umph r in a tone better befitting a LaUard or 
an IconocUst, than a Catholic AMkss, and a 
daughter c^ the Hoose of Berenger. Truth ia, 
the Lady Abbess's hereditary devotion to the 
Lady of the Garde Dolouteuse was much decayed 
since she had known the fidl merits of another 
gifted image, the property of ber own convent 

Recollecdng herself, however, she remained 
ulent, while the Constable allied the vicinity of 
the Welch, as what might possibly agidn render 
the abode of his betrothed bride at the Garde Do- 
toureuse as perilous as she had on a former occasion 
'ound it. To this Eveline replied, by rmiiuding 
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him of ibe great strengtii of her witive fortreM— 
tbe varioiu sie^s vluch it had vitfastood— and 
the important circumstance, that, upon the late 
occauon, it was only endangered, because, in com- 
pBance vith a point of honour, her father Ray- 
mond had sallied out with the garriBon, and fought 
at disadvantage a battle under the walls. She 
farther suggested, that it was easy for the Con- 
stable to name, from among his own vassals or 
hers, a seneschal of such approved prudence and 
valour, as might ensure tbe safety of the place, and 
of its lady. 

Ere de Lacy oould reply to her ailments tbe 
Abbess rose, and, jdeading her total inability to 
give counsel in seculai af&irs, and tbe rules of ber 
order, which called her, as she said, with a b«gbt- 
ened colour and raised voice, " to the simple and 
peaceful discharge of her conventual duties,'" she 
lefV the betrothed parties in tbe locutory, or par- 
lour, without any company, save Rose, who pru- 
dently remained at some distance. 

The issue of their private conference seemed 
agreeable to both ; and when Eveline told Rose 
that they woe to return presently to tbe Garde 
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Dolo'oreuse, under a sufficient escort, and were to 
remwD there during the period of tfae Cnuade, it 
was in a tone of heartfelt satisfacUon, which her 
follower had not heard her make use of for many 
days. She spoke aUo highly in praise of the kind 
acquiescence of the Constable in her wishes, and 
of his whole conduct, with a warmth of gratitude 
approaching to a more tender feeling. 

" And yet, my dearest lady," said Rose, "if 
you will speak unfeignedly, you must, I am ooo- 
vinced, allow that you look upon this interral ot 
yearB, interposed betwixt your contract and yooi 
marriage, rather as a respite than in any other 
light." 

" I confess it," said Eveline, " nor have I con- 
cealed from my future lord that such are my feel- 
ings, ungracious as they may seem. But it b my 
youth, Rose, my extreme youth, which makes me 
fear the duties of De Lacy's wife. Then those evil 
auguries hang strangely about me. Devoted to 
evil by one kinswoman, expelled almost from the 
roof of another, I seem to myself, at present, a 
creature which must carry distress with her, pass 
where she will This evil hour, and, what is more, 
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the qipiehensiHiB i^ it, will give wsy to time. 
IVbeU I Bbkll hare attained the »ge of twenty, 
Bose, I dull be a fuH-grown woman, with all the 
■onl of a Berenget strong within me, to oveicome 
those douhta and tremora which a^tate the giiL" 
*' Ah I my sweet mistreas," answered Rose, 
** may God and oar Lady of the Garde Doloo* 
lease guide all for the best ! — But I woold that 
tUs contract bad not taken place, or, haring ta- 
ken ^ace, that it coold haTe been ftdfilled by 
your ^TutyftBiii^fg miion. " 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Tbe King ctUed down hii menj aum kH, 

Bjr one, and b; two, and ibwe ) 
Bnl Manhil wu wont to be die fonmatt mu. 

But tbe binduoit man wu he. 

OUBaOsd. 



If the Lady Eveline retired satasfled and pletu 
sed firom her private intervieir with De Lacy, the 
joy on the part of the Constable arOEe to a higher 
^tch of rapture than he was in the habit of feel> 
ing or ezpiesaing; and it tab ai^^ented by » 
visit of the leeches who attended his nephew, 
&om whom he rec^ved a minute and pardcular 
account of bis present disorder, with every asni- 
nmce of a speedy recovery. 

The Constable caused alms to be distributed 
to the convents and to tha poor, masses to be said, 
and triers to be lighted. He visited the Arch- 
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Udwp, and rec^vcd fiom him his full approbft- 
tion of the course which he proposed to pursue, 
with die premise, that out of the plenary power 
which he held from the Pope, the Prelate was 
willing, tQ conuderadon of bis instant obedience, 
to limit hie stay in the Holy Land to the term of 
three years, to become current from his leaving 
Britain, and to include the space neceseary for bis 
return to bis naUve coun^. In short, having 
succeeded in the mun pcunt, tbe Arcblnshop 
judged it wise to concede every inferior considra- 
atioQ to a person of the Constable's rank and cha- 
xacter, whose good will to the proposed expedi- 
tion was perhaps as essential to its success as his 
bodily presence. 

In short, the Constable returned to his pavilion 
highly sadafied with the manner in which be had 
extricated himself from those difficulties which in 
the morning seemed almost insuperable ; and when 
his officers assembled to disrobe him, (for great 
feudallords had their levees andcoachee8,in imita- 
tion of Bover^gn princes,) be distributed gratuities 
among them, and jested and laughed in a much 
gayer humour than tbey had ever before witnessed. 
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"Forthee,"hesaid,tnniiDgtoVidal the minstrel, 
who, sumptuously dressed, stood to pay his re- 
spects smong the otbn attenduitt, " I will ff.m 
thee nought at present ; but do thou remain by 
my bed-side imtil I am asleep, and I will next 
mommg reward tby minstrelsy as I like it" 

" My lord," said Vidal, '* I am already reward- 
ed, both by the honour, and by llTeries, which bet- 
ter bc6t 8 royal minstrel than one of my mean 
fame ; but assign me a subject, and I will do my 
best, not out of greed of future largess, but grati- 
tude for past fayoiirs.^ 

" Gramercy, good fellow,'" sud the Constt^ile. 
" Guarine," he added, addressing his squire, " I^ 
the watch be posted, and do Uwu remain within 
the tent — stretch thyself on the bear-hide, and 
sleep, or list^i to the minstrelsy, as thou lilcest 
best. Thouthiakestthyselfajudge,IhaTeheard, 
of such gear." 

It was usual, in those insecure times, ibr some 
futhfiil domestic to sleep at night within the tent 
of every great baron, that, if danger arose, he 
might not be unsupported or iui{«vtected. Gxuh 
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rine aoeoidiiigty drew bis iword, and, takii^ it in 
his hand, stretched himself on the ground in saeh 
» nuuiner, ibaX, od the slightest alann, be could 
spring up, swoid in hand. His brood black ^es, 
in vluch sleep contended with a deare to listen to 
the music, were fixed on Vidal, vho saw them 
glittering in the refiecdon of the silver lamp, like 
those of a dragon or baalisL 

AAer a tew preliminary touches on the chords 
of his rote, the nunstrel requested of the Constable 
to name the sulnect on which he desired the exe^ 
dse of Ha powers. 

*' The truth of woman," answered Hogo de 
Lacy, as he hud his head upon Ms pillow. 

AAer a short prelude, the minstrel obeyed, by 
sin{^i^ nearly as follows : — 



Womin'i faith, uid womui'i tnut— ■ 
Write the duncten in doM ; 
Stomp them on the numiiig Mniiii, 
Print thtm on the nuion'i pile bcMD, 



Shall be clearer, firmer, betta. 
And more penDancnt, T veeD, 
Than tha thins thgte lettns nuai 
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IL 

I line Mrun'd tha qrider'i tbrcad 
'Gainst llu pmrnue of > suid ; 
I hsTB wdgh'd ■ gttia of und 
■Giiiut her plight of heart end hand ; 
I told my true lore of the tokeD, 
HowhetfulfaproTcdlighl, end her word vu broken ; 
AguD hei void uid irah ahe p1igtit> 
Aod I believed than agua etc night. 

" How no#, Ki tntre,'" aaid the Coiutable> 
rairing bimself on Iiis elbov, " from what drunken 
rhymer did you leun thkt half-witted satire ?" 

'* From an old, ragged, cross^aiiied &iend of 
mine, called Eipmence," answered VidaL '* I 
pray heaven be may never take your lordship, or 
any other worthy man, under hi§ tuition.^ 

" Go to, fellow," said the Constable in r^y ; 
" thoo art one of those wiseacres, I warrant me, 
that would fiun be thought witty, because thou 
canst make a jeet of those things which wiser 
men hold worthy of most worship — the honour 
of men, and the truth of women. Dost thou call 
thyself 8 minstrel, and hast no tale of iemale fi- 
delity !" 

" I had right m«ay a one, noble sir, but I . 
lud them aade when I disused my practice of 
the jestijig part of the Joyous Sdence. Ncver- 
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theless, if it pleases yonr nobleness to listen, I 
can ^ng you an established lay upon sucb a sub- 
ject-" 

De Lacy made a sign of acqtuescence, and laid 
himself as if to slumber ; while Vidal began one of 
thoEe interminable and almost innumerable ad- 
Tentare« conoeming that paragon of true lovers, 
fair Ysolte ; and of the constant and uninterrupt- 
ed faith and affection whidi she displayed in na< 
inerouE situations of difficulty and peti), tober par- 
amouT, the gallant Sir Tristrem, at the expense 
of her less favoured husband, the luckless King 
Mark of Cornwall ; to whom, as all the vwld 
knows, Sir Tristrem was nephew. 

Thb was not the lay of love and fidelity which 
De Lacy would have chosen ; but s feeling like 
shame prevented his interrupting it, perhaps be- 
cause he was unwilling to yield to or acknowledge 
the unpleaang sensations excited by the t»ior of 
the tale. He soon fell asleep, or feigned to do so ; 
and the harper continuing for a time his monoto- 
nous cbftunt, began at length himself to feel the 
inflorace of slumber i bis words, and the notes 
which he continued to touch upon the kgrp, were 
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broken and interrupted, and seemed to escape 
diovsil; from bis fingers and voice. At length 
tbe Bounds ceased entirely, and tbe minstrel seem* 
ed to have sunk into profound repose, with bis 
bead reclining on bis breast, and one arm dropped 
down by bis ude, while the other rested on his 
barp. His slumber, however, was not very long, 
and when be awoke from it, and cast bis eyes 
around him, reconnoitring, by tbe light of the 
night-lamp, whatever was in the tent, he felt a 
heavy hand, which pressed bis shoulder as if geai- 
tly to solidt lus attention. At the same time the 
voice of the vi^plant Pbilip Guarine whispered in 
his ear, " Thine office for the night is ended— 
depart to thine own quarters with all the sileace 
thou may'st." 

The minstrel wrapt himself in his cloak without 
reply, though perhaps not without feeling stwae 
resentment at a dismissal so unoeremonious. 
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CHAPTER V. 

O I then I we Queen Mab hm been wilh tou. 



The Bolyect on vbi^ the mind Bob lut been 
engaged at night iaagt to oocupy out thoughts 
even during slumber, when Imsginstion, uncor^ 
tected by tbe oi^sns of Bense, weaves her own 
&iitastic web out of whatever ideas rise at random 
in the sleeper. It b not surprising, therefore, 
that De Lacy in his dreams had some confused 
idea of bong identified with the unlucky Mark of 
Cornwall ; and that he awakened firom such un- 
pleasant viaons with a brow more clouded than 
vhoi he was preparing for his couch on the even- 
ing before. He was silent, and seemed lost in 
thought, while bis squire assisted at his levee with 
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the mpoct BOW mHj paid to »veimff» " C^Wh 
ruw," At length b« nud, " Ioidw you ^ atpilt 
Pleming, who was sud to have home him w w«U 
St the o^ of the Gcrda Dolwumw f-n^i M^) 
1^, bnvoy mao." 

"SoEtly, ]nylor4,"ftiuw«iod hi* wpiiivi "X 
know WilUn Fluaaiocb-~J wnr him J»Ht yeii»w» 
day." 

" Indeed r Kpltfd the Cwstsble-"*' Hver, 
maoneat tfaou ?w-Ia thu oty of OJiiHice«tflr ?" 

*( Aatoredly, my good Iwd. ?s came hither 
paxtly ahout hia nenihflndiw, pMlily, I thuiki to 
aee hia dsu^itei Ro«e, who 1b m mtXt^VK* m 
the graeioiia young Lady Er«Uiie ■" 

'* He is a atout Eoldier, U be not ?" 

" LikemoBtofhiB]dnd»*'Si»afi^io tpMlfa, 
but mbbisfa in the fiehl," wid tlw J^onwn ogoinf^ 

f :Fnth&d, «bp, Ja ka not ?" owtimed the 
CouBtablfl. 

" Futhfiil aa moat Vltwiags, wtul* ym fH 
pay fee their fJudi,'" replied Siwriiifi, V4H>d«rii>g a 
little at the umisiwl jaUnest t^bm in one whom 
he eateamed a bung of (tt isf^icr <v4«r t wbllBt 
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after someftrtber tnqi^nes, tlje Constable order- 
ed tfae liieming's attendance to be presently ctan- 



• Other busbesB 'of the raomii^ now occmred,^ 
(for hig gpeedy departure required many arrange-' 
ments to be hastily adopted,) when, as the Con- 
stable was ^ying audience to several officers of his 
troops, the bulky figiu-e of Wilkin FUmmock was 
seen at the entrance <^ the payilion, in jerldn of 
vhite cloth, «nd having only a knife by bis side. 
' " Leave the tent, my masters," stud De Lacy, 
"but continue in attendance in the neighbourhood ; 
for here comes one I muet speak to in private.^ . 

The officers withdrew, and the Constable and 
Fleming were left alone. " You are Wilkin 
Flammock, who fought well ^lunst the Welch 
■at the Garde DoloureuBc ?" 

"I did my best, my lord," answered Wilkin — 
" I was hound to it by my bargun ; and I hope 
ever to act like a man of credit." • 

" Methniks," said the Constable, " that you, 
iio stout of limb, and, aa I hear, so bold in spirit, 
might look alitde higher than this weaving trade 
of thine." 
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*' No one is reluctant to mend his atation, my 
lord," Bsid Wilkin ; " yet am I bo far from com- 
plfuning (^ mine, th&t I would viUingly consent 
it should never be better, on condition I could be 
assured it were never worse." 

" Nay, but, Flammock,'" sud the Constable, 
" I mean higher things for you than your mo- 
desty apprehends — I mean to leave thee in a 
charge of great trust.'" 

*' Let it concern bales of drapery, my lord, and 
no one will perlbrro it better,^ stud the Flembg. 

" Away ! thou art too lowly-minded,*' said the 
Constable. " What think'st thou of being dub- 
bed knight, as thy valour well deserves, and left 
as Chattelain of the Garde Doloureusc ?" 

" For the knighthood, my lord, I should cmve 
your foi^veness ; for it would sit on me like a 
^Ided helmet on a hog. For any chai^, whether 
of castle or cottage, I trust I might discharge it 
as well as another.*' 

'* I fear me thy rank must be in some way 
mended,** Bidd the Constable, surveying the unmi- 
litary dress of the figure before him; " it is at 
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present too man to befit the protector and gnaid- 
isn of s youDg lady of high birth and nnb " 

" I the goar^an of a youBg lady of Urth and 
rank !" and Flammock, lua light, la^ eyes tom- 
ing larger, hghter, and nrander as he spoLe.. 

*' £Ten thou," sud the Constable. '* The 
Lady Bveliiie proposes to take ap her residence 
in her castle of the Garde Doloureue. I imre 
been casting about to whom I may intrust the 
keeping of her person, as veil as of the strong- 
hold. Were I to choose some kni^t of name, 
as I have many in my housdiold, he would be 
d(»ng deeds of Tassalage upon the Welch, and en- 
ga^ng himself in turmoila, which would render 
the safe^ of the castle precatiaus ; or he would 
be absent on feats of chivalry, tournaments, and 
huntii^ parties ; or he would, perchance, ham 
Aom of that Hght nature nnda tfae walls, or even 
mthin the courts of the castle, turning the se- 
cluded and quiet abode, which becomes the sitoft- 
0on of the Lady Eveline, into the mitnt'le of a 
dissolute teTel.^Thee I can confide in— tiiou 
wilt fight when it is reqiusite, yet wilt not provoke 
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danger for the eake of danger itself— thy births 
tby hslnts, vill lead thee to avoid those gaieties, 
which, however faednating to othera, caooot bat 
be distasteful to thee — thy management will be w 
regular, as I will take care that it shall be honour- . 
able ; and thy relation to her ftTourite, Bose, will 
render thy guardianship mote ^^reealde to the 
Lady Eveline, than, perchance, one of hex own 
rank — And, to speak to thee a language which thy 
nadoD readily comprehends, the reward, Fleming, 
fi>r the regular disdiatge o( this most wdghty 
trust, shall be beyond thy most flattering hope." 

The Fleming had listened to the first part of 
this discourse with an expression of surprise, which 
gradually gave way to one of deep and anxious 
reflection. He gssed fixedly on the earth for a 
minute after the ConataUe bad ceased speaking, 
and then rusing up bug eyes suddenly, sud, " It 
is needless to led for roundabout excuses. This 
cannot be your earnest, my lord— but if it is, the 
scheme is nought." 

" How, and where&re P" asked the Constable, 
with displeased surprise. 

" Another man might grasp at your bounty, 



D,o,i,7.<iT,Google 



103 TALEB OF THS CRC9ADKH8. 

and leave you to take chance of the value yon 
-were to receive fbt it ; but I am a downr^ht 
dealer^ I will not take payment for service I can- 
not render." 

** But I demand, once more, wherefore thou 
canit not, or isthcr mlt not, accept tins trust?" 
said the Constable. " Surely, if I am willing to 
confer Euch confidence, it is well thy part to an- 
swer it." 

" True, tny lord,** said the Fleming ; " but me- 
tJunJu the noble Lord de Lacy should feel, and 
the wise I<ord de Lacy should foresee, that a Fle- 
mish weaver is no fitting guar^an fat his plighted 
bride.— Think her shut up in yonder solitary 
castle, untter such respectable protection, tmd re- 
fleet how long the place will be solitary in this land 
of love and of adventure! We shsU have minstrels 
un^g ballads by the'threave under our windows, 
and such twangling of harps as would be enough to 
frighten our walls from their foundations, as clerks 
say happened to those of Jericho — ^We shall hare 
88 many knights^rrant around us as ever had 
Charlemagne, or King Arthur. Mercy on me ! A 
less matter than a fine and noblerecluse immured 
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. J-eoviU they fem'it— tna tovef,' undet the^iu^ 
.iftnshipofaa old Finnish weavertwodld bring Iialf 
.the chivalry in England round us, to tvesk laQce§, 
vow TOWS, display love-liveries, and I know not 
what follies besides. — Think you such gajlanta, 
-with the blood ftyisg thiou^ - their Xeaa like 
quicksilver, would much nkind mjf bidding theiQ 
be^ne ?" 

, " Draw- bolts, up with the drawbridge, drop 
portcullis," stud the ConstoUe with a constrained 
smile. 

" And thinks your lordship eacL gaUanta would 
mind these impediments? sodb are the vcxy essence 
of the adventures which they come to seek. — The 
£t%bt of the Swan would swim through the moat 
— he of the Ea^e Would fly over the walls — he of 
'the Thunderbolt would burst open the gstea^^ 

" Ply cross-bow and mangonel — ^"stud De Lacy. 

" And be bedded in fbrtn," said the Flemings 
" like the castle of Tintadgel in the old hangings, 
all for the love of fair lady ? — And then those gdy 
dames and demoieellea, who go upon adventurb 
from castle to caatle, from toumanient to tourna- 
ment, with bare bosoma,' flaunting plumed, pd- 
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tittSM at dMfr tidM tttd jftTClini in thds luadi, 
<liuurlHg hkt iB«g[^«B, and flattering like j^i, 
ittdf cnr Rnd atton, oooiiig Uka doTeit-~liow ru 
I to «tclude Mch firam tile Lady ETdine's pii- 

** Vf keepiag &nM Adt, I teD tbo^" nrmr- 
«d th* CatutsUe, ttiU in tbe suae loae «f finead 
jocularity ; " « vooden bar will be thy mmot." 

*■ Ay, bU tf Ae tleanth Vdarer wy Muf, 
iribw the Nttfoian youi^ lady says open, dnnk 
vbidt has best chance of bong obeyed. At a 
Mtdi tty lord, Ibr the matter of goantiaaafaip, and 
ndt hki, I wash my hands <rf H>»I inrald sot 
Midiirtdttt to ba gaariin to the diaate Sti w maah , 
riWOgll Kli* Und ill stt aodiaiUad Gwtle irbidi ao 
iMog dtlag eoald ^ipioaoh." 

** Thou boldest Um langufge and thoof^ta of 
« TulgV dBfauichee^ who lat^hs at female con- 
Muey, beoMiW he has only Urod with the most 
wnrUiIewofthestt,'' Mtldthe CcHUMble. "Yet 
ifatd Bbftold'st know the oobturjy haTing* as I 
kboWt a most l^rtuous daughter'—" 

** Wb^as UodMt Was not less H," said WiUdn, 
breaking in upon the Coiutable^ ^Mch widi 
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aomevliit more emodon dm he nniall j diqiUy- 
ed. " But UiWt tay loid> gsve uie MUbonqr to 
govem anct £iect my wifo, u both Ut Mtdaittlie 
gne me paver tnd ebtrge ova nj daughter. 
That vhicfa 1 can gOTem, I can fae anaverable for ; 
but how to dbcharge me so veil of a delegated 
tnis^ is mwtbfr qnestion.*— Stay at hocw, my 
good lord," oontinUed the honeit Fleming, obatt- 
vlog that his speech made some impteadon optm 
DeLaey; "let afiMl'sadncefiwomjebeofaTall 
to lihange a vise man^ purpow, takgh, let me Hy» 
in no vise hoar. Remain in yonz own land — rule 
jtm own vawalfr— >siid protect your own bride. 
Vni only can daim ha dwegrful lore and ready 
obedfence t ud sure I am, that, without pretend- 
big to gne68 what the may do if aeparated from 
ymi, she will, onder yoor own eye« do (he dn^ «f 
a fiuthfiil and a loTing spousa" 

" AbA the H(Ay Sepulchre P" said the Con- 
fetaUe, with a sigh, his heart oonftasing the wis- 
dom of the advice, which aicumstanoes pterented 
him &om fbllowing. 

*' Let those who lost the Holy Sepulchre re- 
grin it} my lord,'' leplied FlammodL " If thoae 
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■IriMdiis and Greeks, as they c&li them, are do bet- 
ttx men than I have heard, it sigiiifieB ^ery little 
whether they or the heathen have the country that 
has cost Europe so much blood and treasure.^ 

" In good fititE,'' etud the Constable, " thav is 
sense in what thou say'st ; but I caution thee to 
xepeat it not, lest uou be taken for a heretic or a 
-Jew. For me, my word and oath are pledged 
b^ond retreat, and I have only to consider whom 
1 may best name for that important station, which 
Ay caution has — not without some shadow of rea- 
-son— induced thee to decline." 

" There is no man to whom your lordship can 
60 naturally or honourably transfer such a charge," 
said Wilkin Flammock, '* as to the kinsman near 
to you, and possessed of your trust ; yet much 
better would it be were there no such trust to be 
reposed in any one." 

" If,^ Bud the Constable, " by my near kins- 
man, you mean Bandal de Lacy, I care not if I 
tell you, that I consider him as totally worthless, 
and undeserving of honourable confidence." 
' " Nay, I meant another," said Flammock, 
*' nearer to you by blood, and, unless I .greatly 
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mistake, much nigfaer also ia aflfeotion — I had in 
mind your nepbev, Damian de Lacy." 
- The Constable started as if a wasp had stung 
him; but instantly replied, with forced compel 
sore, " Diunian was to have gone in my stead to 
Palestine — it now seems I must go in his ; tat, 
since this last ilhiess, the leeches have totally 
changed their minds, and con«der that warmth of 
the climate as dmgerous, which they formerly de- 
cided to be salutary. But our learned doctors, 
like oui learned priests, must erer be in the right, 
change their counsels as tbey may ; and we poor 
laymen still in the wrong. I can, it ia true, rdy 
on Samisn with the utmost confidence ; but he is 
young, Flammock— very young — and, in that par- 
ticular, resembles but too nearly the party vho 
might be otherwise comnutted to his chai^" 

" Then once more, my lord, remain at home, 
and be yourself the protector of what is naturally 
so dear to you." 

" Once more I r^at that I cannot," answered 
the Constable. " The step which I have adopt- 
ed as a great duty, may perhaps be a great error 
— I only Imow that it is irretrievable." 
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** Tnut yaat sepbew, then, my lord— he is ho- 
nest and tnie ; and it is better trusting young 
liont than old wolres. He in»y err, perhaps, but 
it will not be &om premeditated treadiery ." 

" ThoB ait li^t, Flammoc^,^ said the Con- 
stable ; ** and perhapa I onght to wish I had somer 
asked thy counsel, blnnt as it is. But let what 
has passed be a secret betwixt us ; and bethink 
thee of Muething that nay advantage thee mote 
than the privily of speaking about my aSaiis." 

*' That aecompt will be easily settled, my loid," 
KpUed Flammock ; " for my object was to ask 
your lordship's &Tour to obtain certmn eztensioiu 
of our privileges, in yonder wild comer where we 
Flemings have made our retreat.^ 

** Thou shah have them, so they be not exor- 
tatant,** said the ConstaUe. And the honest Fle- 
ming, among whose good qualities scrupulous de- 
licacy was not the foremost, hastened to detul, 
with great minuteness, the particulars of his re- 
quest or petition, long panned in vun, but to 
which this interview was the means of insunng 
success. 



T,Google 



TALE I. TBK BBTBOTUED. 109 

The CoiBtafale, eager .to execute the rawluliiNi 
vhidi be had forined, lisstened to the lodging of 
Damian de Lacy, and, to the no small Mtonuhtoent 
of his nephew, intimated to him hia chMig^ of des- 
tiiution ; alle^g his own hunied detwrtuie, Dfu 
mian's late and present iDnesa, togethex with tiie 
necesfisry protection to be alSnded to the Ijtdy 
Ermine, as reastms vhy his nephev mist needs 
remain behind him — to repreaent him dnring bis 
absence— to protect the family rights, and aeaert 
the funily honour of the House of De Lacy— 
above all, to act a« the goaidJaa of the young and 
beautiM Inide, irhom his uncle and patron had 
been in some meaaaie compelled to d»ndon for * 
time. 

Damian yet occupied his bed while his uncle 
communicated this change of purpose. Perhaps 
he might think the «trcumitance fbrtHnate, that in 
tUsposition he could conceal from his uncle's ob- 
eemition the t^ious enioti<ma wbidi he could not 
help fediitg ; while the Constable, with the e^er> 
nees of one who is deBirotts of hastily finishing 
what he has to say on an nnpleating aiibject, hnf' 
lied over an account of the orangements which 
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be had mnde, in order that hie nephev might have 
the means of dischar^g, with sufficient effect, the 
important trust committed to him. 

The youth lieteBed as to a voice in a dream, 
vhich he bad not the power of interrupting, though 
there was something within him which whispered 
tbMv would be both prudence and integrity in re- 
monstradng agmnst his nude's alteration of plan. 
Something he accordingly attempted to say, when 
the Constable at length paused ; but it was too 
feebly spoken to shake a resolution folly though 
hastily adopted, and explicitly announced, by one 
not in the use to speak before his purpose was 
fixed, or to alter it when it was declared. 

The remonstrance of Damian, besides, if it could 
be termed such, was spoken in terms too contra- 
dictory to be intelligible. In one moment be pro* 
fessed bis regret for the laurels which he had 
hoped to gather in Palestine, and implored his 
uncle not to alter his purpose, but permit bim to 
attend his banner thither ; and in the next sen- 
-tence, he professed bis readiness to defend the 
safety of Lady Eveline with the last drop of his 
blood. De Lacy saw nothing inconsistent in these 
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(eelingB, though they were for the moment oon-^ 
tradictory of each otheF. It was natural, he 
thought, that a young knight shoHld be desirous 
to win honour — natural also that he should will- 
ingly assume a charge so honourable and impor- 
tant as that with which he proposed to invest him ; 
and thercfere he thought it was no wtmder that, 
assuming his new office willingly, the young man 
should yet feel r^ret at losing the prospect of 
honourable adventure, which he must abandon. 
He therefore only smiled in reply to the broken 
expostulations of his nephew ; and, having con. 
firmed his former arrangement, left the young 
man to reflect at Iwure on his change of destina- 
tion, while he himself, in a second visit to the Be- ' 
nedictino Abbey, communicated the purpose which 
he had adopted, to the Abbess, and to his bride 
elect 

The displeasure of the former lady was in no 
measure abated by this communication ; in which, 
indeed, she affected to take very little interest. 
She pleaded her reli^ous duties, and her want of 
knowledge of secular affairs, if she should chance 
-to mistake the usages of the world ; yet she had 
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■Iwya, Ae awd, onderatood, that the gna r cii M i ii qf 
Ae yanng and beautiful ^ fa« ova tex wa« 
dwaen from tha move iiutuie id the other, 

«« Tonr own wntindHww, lady," nnsweied the 
ConataUe, " latTas me no batta choice than I 
hate aad& Since tjie Lady Ereluui's nearest 
friendi deny her the prinlege of thev ntof, <m BO* 
eonnt of the cUim with whidi she hw hmonred 
ne, I, OB my aide^ weie wofw than nngratefiil 
did I not wcore for bei the protacliiHi of my 
nearest male heiz. Dsmian is young, but be k 
tnw and honouraUa ; nor does the chiva]^ of 
£ngland afibid ms a better choifle.^ 

Evdine aopmed mzpriBed, and «ven atnu^ witil 
oonstemation, at the resolatian which ha bid^ 
groom thiu atddenfy aanonncfd ; and perh^w it 
was finrtonate that die nmark of the Lady AUieat 
made the answer of the Constable necessary, ud 
peerested him from observii^ that her odoar 
shifted more Aaoaaeo from pa}e todeepied. 

Bflse, who was not exdnded fiont the cmfbrr 
VBttb, deew dose up to her Bisttcsa ; wad, by 
a^edng to w^van. hsg rail, while in steBtt die 
atmngly pnessed hac lund. gBva ber tos aad eit- 
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eouragement to compow ber mind for a reply. It 
ms brief wd dedrnve, and aniwanced with a firm- 
nesB winch shewed that the unccrtunty of the no- 
meat had passed awaj w been ■ip prcia ad. " In 
case of danger," she sud, " she wonid not fail to 
apply to Damiaii de Lacy to come to het aid, as 
he had once done before ; but sfae did not ^jpE*. 
hnid any dang^ at presoit, within ber own secure 
castle of the Garde Sohnueusc, vhere it was bte 
parpoee to dwell, attended only by her own 
household. She was resolred,^ she eontiBiiedi " in 
eonuderatieQ of her peculiar condition, to ebeerve 
the strictest retireaient, which she expected woold 
not be Tiolated even by the noble young knight 
who was to act as her guar^an, unless aoine k^ 
prehensioB fin* her safe^ made his viot tuurind- 
able." 

The Ahbess acquiesced, tbo«gh coldly, in a 
proposal, which her ideas o( deeomin reoonira^^ 
ed ; and piepantigtis wtfe hastily nade fot th« 
Lady Bveline'e retura to the eastle of h« father. - 
Two iuterriews which interrened before her lea- 
ring the convent, were in their nature painful. 
The first was when Danian was fbnnsUy pre- 
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sented to het by bis uqcle, as the del^ate to 
whom be had committed the chu^ of his oira 
property, and, which was much dearer to him, a* 
he affirmed, the protection of her person and in< 
terest. 

Eveline scarce trusted hergdf with oBe glance ; 
bnt that single look comprehended and reported 
to her the ravage which disease, aided by grief, 
had made on th&maply form and handsome coun- 
tenance of the youth before her. She received his 
salutadon in a manner as embarrasaed as that in 
which it was made ; and, to bis hesitating profiler 
f^ service, answered, that she trosted only to be 
obliged to him for his good will dnring the inter- 
val *^ bis uncle's absence. 

Her parting with the Constable was the next 
trial which she was to undergo. It was not with- 
out emotion, although she preserved her modest 
composnre, and De Lacy his calm gravity of de- 
portment. His voice faltered, however, when he 
came to announce, " that it were unjoat she 
should be bound by the engagement which she had 
been graoously contented to alnde under. Three 
years he bad assigned for its term ; to which spac« 
the Archlnshojp Baldwin had<consented to shorten 
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the term of his absence. If I appear not vhen these 
are elapsed," he said, " let the Lady Eveline con- 
clude that the grave has De Lacy, and seek out 
for ber mate some happier man. She cannot find 
one more gratefid, though there are many vbo 
better deserre her." 

On these terms they parted ; and the Constable, 
speedily afterwards embarlung, ploughed the nar- 
row seas for the shores of Flanders, where he pro- 
posed to unite his forces with the Count of that 
rich and warlike country, who had lately taken 
the Cross, and to proceed by the route which 
should be (band most practicable <hi their destina- 
tion for the Holy Land. The broad pennon, 
with the arms of the Lacies, streamed forward 
with'a favourable wind from the prow of the ve*. 
sel, as if pointing to the quarter of the horizon 
where its renown was to be augmented ; and, con- 
Mdering the fame of the leader, and the excellence 
of tlie soldiers who followed him, a more gallant 
band, in prt^rtion to thrar numbers, never went 
to svwge on the Saracens the evils endured by 
the Ladns of Palestine. 

MeMiwhile Eveline, after a cold parting with 
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A» Abbess, wbose o^nded ^ffntj bad not yet 
fingiven the slight regard vhidi Ab had {wid to 
ber i^pimMi, resnawd her jonmey hanevard to ha 
pftteml ««Bde, wbcare ha faomehold was to be ar- 
m^^ in a uanner suggested bjr tbe OmstaUe, 
and approved of bjr herself. , 

The ssffle pwya r atjona ware ttads Str her ma- 
commodstint) at evoy fasltiiig jdaM whit^ die had 
fl^Krienced apoa ber joamey to Gkmcester, and, 
H befere, the parreyor was isrinUe, althon^ 
she oovld be at little loss to guess his •aamt. Yet 
it appeand aa if the diaracter of these piepara- 
lioiu was in some degree ahend. All the realitJes 
(rfeotmmeoce and accommodatioD, with the most 
perftct asBWances of safiity, ocoompasied ber 
erer j iw h CTc on the nnite ; hot tbc^ were bo longer 
loin^cd with that disf^ of teod^ gallantry and 
taste, lAich naded thst the attentions were paid 
to a yosBg mad beanttfol female. The denest 
fosntain-JMBd, and the most shady grave, were no 
ktager selacted for the noontide lepost ; but the 
hotne of seme fraiUin, or a raoall alibey, tSati- 
ed the necessary hospitality. AS seemed to fce 
ordered w^ tbe moat severe attentaon to rank 
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ind decorum— 4t MesMd IB if k nun (^ Kmie itrict 
order, rather tlian a joung maiden of high qo*- 
Uty and a lic^ inheritvK^ bad been jmmiepng 
thnugb the land ; and Ereliae, tboggb pleated 
with the deUeac; wluch ee«aed thus to retpeet 
her onprotected and pecnliar condition, would 
Bouettmea think it unnecemr;, (hat, by bo man; 
indirect hints, ft ihould be forced on her MooUee- 

She thought it etraDge alKS thai Dmnian, to 
whose care she had been w Bolvanly ewanut- 
ted, did not eren pay hia zcapects to her on the 
road. Somelhii^ there was which whispered to 
bK, that dose and frequent intcfcoone mi^ be 
anbeeomn y^ T C n dangerous ; bnt surety the or> 
dinsiy duties of a knight and gentleman eiyciDed 
him Bwne per«msl communication with the uuudra 
nndcr his escort, woe it only to ask if her accom- 
modations had been made to her satisfaction, or if 
she had any special wish which was ui^ratified. 
The only interconrse, however, which took place 
betwixt Ihem, was through means of Amelot,Da> 
mian de Lacy's youth&l page, who came at mom 
and evening to recnve Eveline^s commands con- 
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oemiDg their rout^ sod the hotm o^jaxnusf aad 
lepote. 

These fbnnaliliea rendered the solitude of Eve- 
line's return less endurable ; and had it not heea 
for the sodety of Rose, she wonld have finind her- 
self under an intoleraUy irkscnne degree of con- 
Btrunt She even hawded to her attendant some 
lemarks upon the singularity of De Lacy's con- 
duct, who, auUioriKd as he was by his situation, 
seined yet as much afiaid to approach her as if 
she had been a baailisk. 

Rose let the fint observation of this nature pass 
as if it had been unheard ; bat when her mistress 
made a second remark to the same purpose, she 
answered, with the truth and freedom of her dia. 
racter, though perhaps with less of her usual pru- 
dence, ''' Damiau de Lacy judges well, noble lady. 
He to whom the safe kee|ung of a royal treasure 
is intrusted, should not indulge himself too often 
by ganng upon it." 

Eveline Uushed, wrapt herself closer iu her 
veil, nor did she again during their journey mo- 
tion the name of Damian de Lacy. 
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When the grey turrets of the Gaide Dolonreiue 
greeted her sight on the erenuig of the second 
day, KQd she once more beheld her fethei's ban< 
ner floating from its highest iratch!towar in ho- 
nour of her approach, her sensations vere mingled 
with pain ; but, upon the vhole, she looked to- 
wards that anci^it home as a place of le&ge, 
where she might indulge the new train of thoughts 
which circumstances had opened to her, amid the 
same scenes which had sheltered her infancy and 
childhood. 

She pressed forward her palfr^, to reach the 
andent portal as soon as possible, bowed hastily 
to the well-known faces which shewed them- 
selves on all sides, but spoke to no one, until, 
dismounting at the chapel door, she had pene- 
trated to the crypt, in which was preserved the 
miraculous painting. There, prostrate on the 
ground, she implored the giudance and protection 
of the Holy Vii^n through those intricacies in 
which she bad iuToIved herself, by fulfilment of 
the vow which she had made in her anguish be- 
fore the samesbrine. Iftheprayerwaamisdirected, 
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it! purport wta Tirtnoaa and liiicere ; nor are we 
dispooed to doubt that it attained that Hearm 
towardi vhich it va« devoutly addrened. 
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CHAPTEB VI. 

Tba Viiglo'i iiaage Mil yet aoiae, 1 w«eti, 
Not nntb^icQ tha sappliant knee might bend, 
A« to • tiiibU pover, la vUcb ni^t blend 
All thtt WM mii'd, and reconciled in ber 
Of mother^ Ime vilh matdoi'i piuitj'. 
Of hi^ Tith loT, cdeMU vith tencne. 

Wobhsworth. 

Tub houaehold of the Lady Evdine, though 
of an estaUiofament becoming her present and fu- 
ture rant, vas of s solemn and sequestered cha- 
racter, correspondii^ to ho: place of residence, 
and the privaoy connected with her ntoation, re- 
tiiedai shewasfrran the class of maidens who are 
yet unengaged, and yet not united with that of 
roatmoB, who enjoy the immediate protection of a 
manied name. Her immediate female attendants, 
with whom the reader is already iicquainted, con- 
stitnted almost her whole society. The gurisMi 
oi th« eastle, bendts household scrranta, connsted 
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of veterans of tried futh, the followera of Berm- 
ger and of De Lacy in many a bloody field, to whom 
the dutiea of watching and warding were as fiuniliar 
as any of thw natural functions, and whose cou- . 
nge,nevertheleB8, tempered by age and e^Kiienoe, 
was not like to engage in any rash adTentuie or 
accidental quarrel These men muntained a con- 
stant and watchfid guard, commanded by the stew- 
ard, but under the eye of Father Aldrovand, vbo, 
besides discharging his ecdesiasdcid &nctionB, was 
at timeB pleased to shew some sparkles of his an- 
ient military education. 

Whilst this ganisQU aSbrded security against 
any sudden attempt on the part of the Welch to 
sartKise the castle, a strong body of forces were 
disposed within a fev miles of the Garde Dolou- 
reuse, ready, on the least alarm, to advance to de- 
fend the place against any more numerous body of 
invaders, who, undeterred by the fate of Gwenwyn, 
might have the hardihood to form a regular siege.' 
To thb band, which, under the eye of Damian 
himself, was kept in constant readiness for action, 
could be added on occasion all the military iince 
of the Marches, comprising the numerous bodies of < 
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Flemingfl, and otber foragnera, vho held their 
eatabliahmento by nultUry tenure. 

While the fortress was thus secure &om hostile 
, violence, the lift of its inmates was so unraiiednnd 
ample, as might have excused youth and beauty 
for wishing for variety, even at the expense of 
some danger. The labours of the needle were 
only relieved by a walk round the battlements, 
where Eveline, aa she passed arm in arm with 
Rose, recaved a military solute from each sentinel 
in turn, or in the court-yard, where the caps and 
bonnets of the domestics paid her the same re- 
spect which she received above from the jnkes 
and javelins of the warders. IKd tfa^ wish to 
extend thcoz airing beyond the castle gate, it waa 
not sufficient that doors and bridges were to be 
opened and lowered ; th^re was beades an escort 
to get under arms, who, cm foot or horseback as 
tfae case might require, attended for the security 
of the Lady Eveline^H pnsoo. Without this mi- 
litary attendance they could not in safety move 
evoi 80 far as the mills, where honest Wilkin 
Flmnmock, his warlike deeds foi^fotten, was oc^ 
cupded with his mechanical labours. But if a fur- 



T,Google 



124 TALKS OF THX CSUBADKB9. 

Oiet dupoTt VIS intended, aod the Lady of tbe 

Garde Doloureuse proposed to hoot or hawk tn 
• few hours, ber safety was not confided to a'gnaid 
BO feeUe as the garrison of the castle could afibrd. . 
It WH aeoesfluy that lUoul should announce ha 
purpose to Damian h; a special messenger dis- 
patched tlw evening before, that there might be 
time be&re dftj-bieab to scour, with a body of light 
cavalxyi the regioa in whicl) she intended to take 
her pleasure i saA sentinels wero placed in aU sua- 
j»dou8 places while she continued in the field. 
In truth, she tried, upon we or two occsstona, to 
make w excurnon, without any finmal anBigwa*- 
tioq of her intention ; but all her poipasea seen- 
ed to be known to Damian so soon an they were 
formed, wd she was no sooner abroad than par> 
ties of archere and spearmen from his camp were 
seen Bconiiag tbe rallies, and guarding the moun- 
two pass, and Damian's own plume was usually 
seen consincnQUB amoi^ the distant soldiers. 

The formality of these j^quuratiani so much al- 
layed the pleasure derived fiom the sport, diat 
.£Te)ioe aeldom rasoited to amuaement which was 
attended with m«h huatl^ imd put in motion so 
many persons. , 
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The dfty being woni eut as it beet m^t, in 
the evening Father AldroTEmd waa wont to lesd 
out of some holy legend, or from the homilies ^ 
some deported Baint, socfa passives as he deemed 
fit foe dte heating of his little c<Higregation. 
Souetjmes also he read and expounded a chap- 
ter of the Holy Scripture ; but in Guch cases, the 
good man's attention was so struigely turned to 
the mititaiy part of the Jewish history, that be ' 
was never able to quit the books of Judges and of 
Kings, together with the triumphs of Judas Mac- 
cabeus ; although the iD»aner in which he ilhie- 
trated die -rictories of the cbildrCT of Israd, was 
much more amuong to faimseV than edi^ruig to 
his female audience. 

Smnetimes, but rarely. Rose obtnned permu- 
aon fi)T a strolling minstrel to entertain as hour 
with his ditty of l«re and dnv^ry ; someliBies a 
pilgrim &on a distawt shrine, repaid by long tales 
of the wond«« which he had seen in other Itmds, 
the bos^tality which the Garde DtJoureuse a£- 
forded; and sometimes also it happened, that the 
interest and intercession of the taring-woman ob- 
tuned admiasiDn for travdUi^ merdiants, or ped> 
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Ian, wbo, M tlie risk of tbdr lives, found profit 
by csTiying &otn castle to castle the nateriaU of 
rich dresses and female oTosmentB. 

The usual viuts of mendicants, of jugglers, of 
travelling jeeters, are not to be fivgottea in this 
list of amusemects ; and though his nation sub- 
jected him to close watch and obserratioQ, even 
the Welch bard, vith his huge harp stmng with 
horse hair, was sometiines admitted to vary the 
uiiifonm^ of thcar secluded life. But, saving 
such amusemoits, and saving also the regular at- 
tendance upon the leli^ous duties at the chapd, 
it was impoaable for life to glide away in more 
wearisome monotony than at the castle of the 
Garde Doloureuse. Since the death of its I«ave 
owner, to whom feasting and hospitality seemed 
as natural as thoughts of honour and deeds of 
chivahy, the gloom trf" a omvent might he sud to 
have enveloped the andent mansion of Bayntond 
Berenger, were it not that the presence of so many 
armed warders, stalking in solemn state on the 
battlements, gave it rather the aspect of a state- 
prison; and the temper of the inhabitants gra- 
dually became infected by the character of th«r 
dwelling. 
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The apirits of Eveline in psrticnlar f^It a de- 
pression, which her nsturally lively temper was 
quite iDadequate to resist; and as her tumina^ 
tionsbecame graver, had caught that calm and con- 
templative manner, vhich is so often united vith 
an ardent and enthusiaBtical temperament. She 
meditated deeply upon the former accidents of her 
life ; nor can it be wondered that her thoughts 
only vent hack to the two several periods on 
which she had witnessed, or supposed that she had 
witnessed, a supernatural appearance. Then it 
was that it oflcn seemed to her, as if a good and 
evil power strove for mastery over her destiny. 

Solitude is favourable to feelings of se]f-im> 
portance i and it is when alone, and occupied only 
with th^r own thoughts, that fanatics have reve- 
ries, and imagined sunts lose themselves in ima- 
^ary ecatacies. With Eveline the influence of 
enthusiasm went not such a lengUt, yet it seemed 
to her as if in the vision of the night she saw 
sometimes the form of the Lady of the Garde Do- 
lourease, bending upon her glances of pity, com- 
fbrt, and protection ; sometunes the ominous form 
of the Saxon castle of Baldringham, holding up 
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tlie bloody faud &s witness of the injimes vith 
which she had been treated while in life, and me- 
nacing with revenge the descendiBt of her mur- 
derer. 

On awabing irom such dreams, Sveline would 
reflect that she was the laat brandi of her house— 
a house to which the tutelage and protection of 
the miraculous Image, and the enmity and evil in- 
fluence of the rerengeful Vanda, had been pecu- 
liarly attached for ages. It seemed to her ai if 
she were the prize, for the diqMsal of whidi the be- 
nign saint and vindictiye fiend were now to {4^ 
their last and IceeaeBt game. 

Tbns thinking, and eqwiiendng litde inter- 
ruption of her meditations from any extenud cir- 
cumstance of interest and amuseraoit, she becsne 
pei^ve, absent, wn^ henelf up in contemplft- 
tions which withdrew her attention from the con- 
versatim around her, and walked in the worid of 
reality like one who is still in a dream. When 
she diought of her engagement widi the Constable 
of Chester, it was with resignation, but without a 
wish, and abnost without an expectation, that she 
wo^ be caHod i^ten to fulfil it. She had aceom- 
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plished her voir by acceptiDg the faith of her de- 
liverer in exchange for her own ; and althouf^ 
ahe held herself willing to redeem the ple^t^ 
nay, would scarce confesa to heraelf the Rluctance 
with which she thought of doing so — ^yet it is cer- 
tain that she entertjuned unavowed hopes that Oui 
Lady of the Garde Doloureuse would not be a Be> 
Y&e creditw ; but, satisSed with the readiness she 
had shewn to accomplish her vow, would not insist 
npoD her clum in its full rigour. It would luiTe 
been the blackest ii^radtude, to have wished that 
her gallant deUverer, whom ahe had so much 
cause to pray for, should experience any of those 
fatalities wbidi in the Holy Land so often changed 
the laurel-wreath into cypress ; but other ac<n- 
dents chanced, when men had been long abroad, 
to alter those pnrposes with which they had lefl 
home. 

A strolling minstrel, who sought the Gaide 
Solonreuse, had rented, for the amusement of the 
lady and household, die celebrated hiy of the 
Count of GlMcben, who, already manied in his 
own country, lud himself under so many obliga- 
tions in the east to a Saracen piinceas, through 
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whose means he achieved his freedom, that he 
married her also. The Fope and his conclave 
were pleased to approve of the double wedlock, in 
a case so extiaordinary ; and the good Coont <£ 
Glochen shared his nuptial bed between two wives 
of equal rank, and DOW sleeps between them, under 
the same monument. 

The commentaries of the inmates of the castle 
bad been various and discrepant upon this legend. 
Father Aldrovand coneideied it as altt^ther false, 
and an unworthy calumny on the head of the 
church, in affirming his Holiness would counte- 
nance Buch irregularity. Old Maijory, with the 
tmder-heartednesB of an ancient nurse, wept bit> 
terly for pity during the tale, and was pleased that 
a mode of extrication was found for a complication 
of love distresses which seemed almost inextrica. 
ble. Dame Gillian declared it unreasonable, that, 
since a woman was on^ allowed one husband, a 
man should, under any dfcumstances, be permit- 
ted to have two wives ; whilst Raoul, glandng to- 
wards her a look of veijuice, pitied the deplorable 
idiocy of the man who could avml himself of snch 
a jvivil^e. 
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" Peace, all the rest of you," said the Lady 
ETeline ; " and do yoa, my dear Rose, tell me 
your judgment upon this Count of Gleichen md 
his two wiTes." 

Rose blushed, and replied, " She was not much 
accustomed to think of such matters ; but that, in 
her apprehension, the wife who could be content- 
ed with but one h«]f of her husband^s affections, 
had never deserved to engage the slightest share 
of them.^ 

" Thou art partly right. Rose," 8«d Eveline ; 
" and methinks the European lady, when she 
foimd heradf outshone by the young and beauti- 
ful for^gn princess, would have best consulted her 
own' d^ity in resigning the place, and giving the 
Holy Father no more trouble than in annulling 
the marriage, as has been done in cases of more 
frequent occurrence." 

This she said with an air of indifference and 
even gaiety, which intimated to her faithful at- 
tendant with how little effort she herself could 
have made such a sacrifice, and served to indicate 
the state of her auctions towards the Constable. 
But there was another than the Constable on whom 
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her thoiights tamed moie frequently, titoagli in- 
vtJuntarily, than peiha[« in prudence they should 
have. done. 

The recoQections of Damian de Lacy bad not 
been erased from ETcline's mind. They were, in- 
deed, renewed by hearing his name so often m^i- 
doned, and by knowing that he was almost con- 
stantly in the ndghbouihood, widi his whole at- 
tendon fixed upon her couTenience, interest, and 
safety ; whilst, on the other hand, so far from wait- 
ing on her in person, he never even attempted, by 
a direct conununication with herself, to consult her 
pleasure, even upon what most concerned hex. 

The messages conveyed by Father Atdrorand, 
01 hy Rose, to Amelot, Damian'a pag^ while th^ 
give an air of formality to their intercoorae, which 
Eveline thought unnecessary, and even unkind, 
yet served to fix her atten^n upcm the connection 
between them, and to keep it ever present to her 
memory. The remark by which Rose had vindi- 
cated the distance observed by her youthjul guard- 
ian, someUmes arose to her recollection; and while 
her soul repelled with scorn the suspidon, that, in 
any case, his presence, whether at intervds or con- 
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fitODtly, coold be prgudicul to bis uncle's ii 
she coDJoied up Tanons arguments for giving him 
a frequent place in her memory. — Was it not her 
duty to tlunk of Danuan often and kindly, as the 
Constable's nearest, best-loved, and most trusted 
relative ? — Was he not her former deliverer and 
her present goardian F — ^And might he not be con- 
sidered as an inetroment specially employed by her 
divine patroness, in rendering effectual the jvotec- 
don widi which she had graced her in more than 
one emergency ? 

Eveline'^ mind mutinied ^unst the restrictions 
which were Itud on their intercourse, as against 
something which inferred Bus[»cion and d^rada- 
tion, like the compelled seclusion to which she had 
heard the Faynim infidels of the East sul^ected 
thdr females. Why should she see her guardian 
only in the benefits which he conferred upon her, 
And the cares he took for her safety, and hear his 
aentiments only by the mouth of others, as if 
one of them hsd been infected with the plague, 
or some other fatal or infectious disorder, which 
might render tb^ meeting dangerous to the 
other P — And if they did meet occasionally, what 
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else could be the coiueqaeDce, save that the care 
of ft Ivother towardg a aister-~of a trusty and kind 
guardian to the betrothed bride of his near re]»- 
tJTe and honoured patron, might render the melan- 
choly seclusion of the Garde Doloureuse more 
easy to be endured by one so young in yean, and, 
though dejected by present drcumstaoces, natu- 
rally so gay in temper F 

Yet, though this trun of reawning appeared to 
EvelinCj when tradng it in her own mind, so con- 
clu^ve, that she several times leaolved to com- 
municate her viev of the case to Rose Flammock, 
it so chanced that, whenever, she looked on the 
calm steady blue eye of the Flemish muden, and 
remembered that her unblemished faith was mixed 
with a sincerity and plain dealing proof against 
ev^ consideradon, she feared lest she might be 
subjected in the opnion of her attendant to suspi- 
cions from which her own mind freed her ; and 
her proud Norman spirit revolted at the idea of 
bdng obliged to justify herself to another, when 
she stood aeJf-acquitted to her own mind. " I^t 
things be as they are," she said ; " and let us en- 
dure all the weariness of a life which might be so 
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ea^y rendered more cheerful, ratber tban tlut 
this zealous but punctiliouB friend should, in the 
strictness and nicety of her feelings on my ac- 
count, concave me capable of encouia^g an in- 
tercourse wliich could lead to a Icsa worthy thought 
of me in the mind of the moat scrupulous of man 
— or of womankind." But even this Tacillation of 
opinion and resolution tended to bring the image 
of the handsome young Damian more frequently 
before tlie Lady Eveline^s &ncyi than perhaps his 
uncle, had he known it, would altogether have ap- 
proved o£ In such reflections, however, she never 
indulged long, ere a sense of the singular destiny 
wliich had hitherto attended ber, led her back 
into the more melancholy contemplations from 
which the buoyancy of her youthful fancy bad for 
a short time emancipated her. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Om* 1j die ikia, 
When U vhat finri we pleaie oni luwk ihan Sic 



Otnt bi^t September monung, old Raoul 
was busy in die mews irhere he k^ his hawks, 
gnunUing all the vhile to himsdf as he surrey- 
ed the conditiiHi of eadb Inrd, and bbmiug alter- 
nately the careleesness of the iiiider-&lcoDer, and 
the utuadou of the bdlding, and the weather, 
and the wind, and all things aronnd him, for Uie 
dilapidation which time and disease had made in 
the n^lected hawking estaUishment of the Garde 
Dolourense. While in these tmpleaeiiig medita- 
' tions, he Iras surprised by the Toice of lus beloved 
Dame Gillian, who seldom was an early rieer^ and 
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yet more rarely raited him when he was in his 
sphere of peculiar auUiority. " Haoal, Baonll 
where art thoa, man ? — Ever ta seek for, when 
thou canst make ov^ht of advantage for thyself 
or me !" 

" And what want''Bt thou, dame T said Raool, 
screaming worse than the sea-gull before wet wea- 
ther. " A mumuQ on thy T<nce ! it is enoi^ to 
&ay erery hawk from the perch.^ 

" Hawk r answered Dame G-illian; "it is time 
to be looldng for hawks, when here is a cast of the 
bravest falcons come hither for sale that ever flew 
by lake, brook, or meadow." 

" Kites ! like her that biiags the news," said 
RaouL 

" No, nor kdstrils like him that hears it," le* 
plied Gillian ; " bat brave jerfal<»ns, with lai;ge 
naies, strongly armed, and beaks short and s<Hne- 
tluDg bliuBh — '" 

" Pshaw, with thy jargon ! — Where came &ef 
from ?" said Haoul, interested in the tidings, hat 
unwilling to give his wife the satisfaction of sofr- 
ing that he was so. 
*' From the Isle of Man," replied GiQiaD. 
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" The; must be good, then, though it was a 
womtn brought tidings of them,'' said {laoul, smi- 
ling grimly ftt his own wit; then, leaving the mewB, 
he dananded to know where this fiunons &lcon< 
merchant waa to be met withaL 

" Why, between the barriers and the inner 
gate,'' rephed Gillian, " wbere other men are adr 
mitted that hare wares to utter— Where should 
hebe?" 

" And who let him in P" dananded the suspi- 
cious BaooL 

" Why, Master Steward, thou owl !" sud Gil- 
lian; "he came but now to my chamber, and 
sent me hither to call you." 

" Oh, the steward — the steward — I might hare 
guessed as much. And he came to thy chamber, 
doubtless, because he could not have as easily 
come hither to me himself.— Was it not so, sweeU 
heart P" 

" I do not know why be chose to come to me 
rMher than to you, Raoul," said Gillian ; " and 
if I did know, perhaps I would not tell you. Go 
to— miss your bargain, ,or make -your bargain, I 
ewe not which — the man will not. wut fior you — 
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he has good proffers &om the Seneschal of Mal- 
pas, and the Welch Lord of Dinevawr." 

" I come — I come," atad Raoul, who felt the 
necesdty of embracing this opportunity ofimpro- 
Ting his hawking establishment, and hastened to 
the gate, where be met the merchant, attended by 
a Gerrant, who kept in separate cages the three 
&lcons which he o£^d for sale. 

The first gUnce satisfied Raoal that th^ were 
of the best breed in Europe, and that, if their edu- 
cation were in correspondence to their race, there 
could scarce be a more valuable adcUtion even to 
a Toyal mews. The merchant did not f^ to en- 
large upon all Uieir points of excellence ; the 
breadth of their shoulders, the strength of their 
tr^n, their full and fierce dark eyes, the boldness 
with which they endured the approach of stran- 
gers, and the lively spirit and vigour with which 
they pruned their plumes, and shook, or, as it was 
tedinicaUy termed, roused themselves. He expa- 
tiated on the difficulty and danger with which they 
were obtuned firom the Rock of Ramsey, on which 
they weie bred, and which was an eyry unnvalled 
even on the coast of Norway. 
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Raonl turned apparently a deaf ear to all these 
commendations. " Friend merchant,^ said he, 
" I know a falcon as veil a8 thou dost, and I will 
Hot deny that tlune are fine ones ; but if they be 
not csrefully trained and reclamed, I would ra- 
ther haye a goss-hawk on my perch, than the fur- 
est falcon that ever stretched ving to weather." 

" I grant ye,"* said the merchant ; " bat if we 
^ree on the price, for that is the main matter, 
thon shalt see the Hrds fly if thou wilt, and then 
bny them or not as thou likest I am no true 
merdumt if thou ever eawest birds beat them, 
whether at the mount ox the stoop.^ 

" That I call &ir," said Baonl, " if the price 
be equally so." 

" It shall be corresponding,^ said the hawk- 
merchant ; '* for I have brought six casts from the 
island, by the good &Tonr of good King Reginald 
of Man, and I have sold every feathor of them 
save these ; and so, having empUed my c^es and 
filled my purse, I desire not to be troubled longer 
with die reddue; and if a good fellow, and a judge, 
u thou seemcEt to be, should like the hawks when 
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be has seen diem fly, he shall hare tiie price of 
his own ma^g.^ 

" Go to," said Eaoul, " we wiQ, bftve no Uind 
baiguns ; my lady, if the hawks be smtable, is 
more able to pay for them than thon to pre them 
away. — ^WiU a bezant be a conformable price for 
the cast f' 

" A bezant, Master Falconer ! — By my faith 
you are no bold bodesman I nevertbelesB, dooUe 
your offer, and I will consider it^ 

" If the hawks are well reclaimed," said Baonl, 
" I will give you a bezant and a hal^ and I will 
see them strike a heron ere I will be so nsh as 
deal with you-" 

" It is well," said the merchant, " and I had 
better take your offer than be longer eumbered with 
them ; /r wa« I to carry them into Wales, I 
might get paid in a worae fashion by some of their 
long kniyes. — Will you to horse presently ?" 

"Assuredly," said JElaoul ; " and, though March 
be t}ie fitter month for hawking at the heron, yet 
I will shew you one of these firog-pedters for ri- 
ding the matter of a mile I7 the water-side." 
" Content, Sir Falconer," siud the merchant. 
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*' But are we to go alone, or ia tbere no lotd or 
lady in the castle who would take pleasure to see 
a piece of game gallantly struck P I am not afraid 
to shew these hawks to a countess." 

*' My lady used to lore the sport well enough," 
Bud RmuI; " but I wot not why, she is moped and 
mated ever since her father's death, and Hves in 
her fair castle like a nun in cloister, without dis- 
port or rerelry of any kind.— Nevertheless, Gil- 
lian, thou canst do something with her — good 
now, do a kind deed for once, and move ber to 
come out and look on this morning's sport— The 
poor heart hath seen no pastime this saaimca'." 

*' That I will do,'" quoth Gillian ; " and, mors- 
OTer, I will shew her such a new riding dre for the 
head, that no woman bom could eva look at with- 
out the wish to toss it a little in the wind." 

As Gillian spoke, it appeared to her jealous- 
pated husband that he surprised a glance of more 
intelligoice exchanged betwlst her and the trader 
than brief acquaintance seemed to warrant, even 
when allowance was made for the extreme frankness 
of Dune Gillian's dispontion. He thought also, 
that, (m looking more closely at the merchant, his 
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lineaments were not totally unknown to him ; and 
proceeded to say to him drily, " We have met 
before, friend, but I camiot call to remembrance 
where." 

" Uke enough," sud the merchant ; " I hare 
used this country often, and may have taken mo- 
ney of you in the way of trade. If I were in fit- 
ting place, I would gladly bestow a potde of wine 
to our better acquaintance." 

" Not so tkst, iriend,'" said the old huntsman ; 
" ere I drink to better acquaintance with any one, 
I must be well pleased with what I already know 
of him. We will see thy hawks fiy, and if their 
breeding match thy bragging, we may perhaps 
cruGb a cup together. — And here come grooms and 
equerries, in faith — my lady has consented to come 
forth. 

The opportunity of seeing this rural pastime 
had offered itself to Eveline, at a time when the 
delightful brilhancy of the day, the temperance 
of the air, and the joyous work of harvest, proceed- 
ing in every direcHon around, made the temptation 
to eserciae almost irresistible. 

As they proposed to go no farther than the side 
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of the Beagfaboorijig liver, near the fatal hnctge, 
or«r whicb a small guard of inhatij was eon- 
atantly muntuned, Eveline dispensed with any 
farther escort, and, contrary to the ciistom of the 
castle, UxA no one in her train sare Rose and 
Gillian, and me or two servants, who led spanids 
or carried appurtenances of the chase. Raoul, the 
merchant, and an eqneny, attended her of conrse, 
each holding a hawk on his wrist, and anxiously 
adjusting the mode in which they shonld throw 
them off, so aa best to ascertun die extent of dior 
powers and trmning. 

Whai these important pmnts had been adjust- 
ed, the par^ rode down the liver, carefully look- 
ing on every side fbrtheotiiectofth^game; bat 
no henai was seen stalking on the usual faaonta of 
the bird, although there was a heronry at no great 



Few diBappbintments of a small nature are more 
tearing than that of a sportsman, who, having set 
out with all means and appliances for destniction 
of game, finds that there is none to be met with ; 
because he conceives himself, with his iidl shoot- 
ing trim and his empty game-pouch, to be sub- 
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jected to tlie sneer of every paasing nutic. The 
party of the Lady Eveline felt all the d^radation 
of Buch disappointment. 

" A fur country thifi," said the merchant, 
" w^ere, on two milee of river, you cannot find one 
poor heron !" 

*' It is the clatter those damned Flemings 
make with their watw-miUs and fuUing-miUs," 
said Raoul ; " they destroy good sport and good 
company wherever they come. But were my lady 
wilting to ride a mile or so farther to the Red Poo), 
I could shew you a long-ghonked fellow who would 
make your hawks canceliet till their bruns were 
giddy." 

" The Bed Pool .'" said Hose ; " thou knowest, 
Raoul, it is more than three miles beyond the 
bridge, uid lies up towards the bills." 

*' Ay, ay " stud Raoul, " another Flmiish 
fireak to spoil pastime ! They are not so scarce on 
the Marches these Flemish wenches, that they 
should fear being hawked at by Welch haggards." 

" Raoul is right. Rose," answered Eveline; 
'*it is absurd to be cooped up like birds in a cage. 
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when aH aroand us bas heea eo unifonnly quet. 
I am detmnined to break oat of bounds for cmcet 
and see sport in onx old fashion, without bnng 
■umMmded with armed men like prisoners of state. 
We will merrily to the Red Pool, wench, and 
mi « heron like &ee maids of the Marches." 

** Let me bnt tell my fitther, at least, to moimt 
and follow us," said Rose-^fbr they were now near 
the re-established manufacturing houses <rf' die 
Btont Fleming. 

" I care not if thon dost, Rose," sud Eveline ; 
*' yet credit me, ^1, we will be at the Red Pool, 
and thus fia on our way bome agun, ere thy Ci- 
ther has donned his beat doublet, ^rded on his 
two-handed sword, and accoutred his strong Flan- 
dreldn elephant of a horse, whidi he judiciously 
names Sloth — nay, frown not — and lose not, in 
justi^ing thy fiither, the time that may be better 
spent in calling him out." 

Rose rode to the mills accordingly, when Wil< 
kin Fhunmock, at the command of his li^e mis- 
tress, readily hastened to get his steel cap and 
habergeon, and ordered balf-a-dozen of his kins- 
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men and serrEmtB to get on horseback. Bose re- 
rntuned vith him, to urge him to more diapatch 
than his methodical disposition rendered natural 
to him ; but in spite of all her efforts to stitnolate 
him, the Lady Eveline had passed the bridge 
more than half an hour ere her escort was prepa- 
red to follow her. 

Meanwhile, apprehensive of no evil, and riding 
guly on, with the sensation of one escaped from 
confinement, Eveline moved forward on her live- ' 
ly jennet, as light as a lark ; the plumes with 
which Dame Gillian had decked her tiding-boimet 
dancing in the wind, and her attendants galloping 
behind her, with dogs, pouches, lines, and all other 
appurtenances of the royal sport of hawking. After 
passing the river, the wild greensward path which 
th(y pursued began to wind upward amoBg small 
eminences, sometimes bare and craggy, sometimes 
ovei^rown with hazel, sloe-thom, and other dwarf 
shrubs, and at length suddenly descending, brou^t 
them to die verge of a mountain rivulet, that, like 
a lamb at play, leapt merrily from rock to rock, 
seemingly uncertain which way to run. 
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" This little atream was always my txvoimte. 
Dame Gillian," said Eveline, " and now methinla 
it leaps the lighter that it sees me again." 

" Ah I lady,** said Dame Gillian, whose turn 
for conversatioa never extended in such cases be- 
yond a few phrases of gross flatteiy, " many a fair 
knigfat would leap shoulder- height for leave to 
look on you as free as the brook may t more espe- 
cially now that you have donned that riding-cap, 
whidi, in exquisite delicacy of invention, methinks 
is a bowshot before aught that I ever invented — 
What thinkest thou, Raoul ?" 

'* I think," answered her well-natured help- 
mate, " that women's tongues were contrived to 
drive ell the gome out of the country. — Here we 
come near to the spot where we hope to apeed, or 
nowhere ; wherefore, pray, my sweet lady, be si- 
Irat yourself and let us steal along the bank of 
the pool, under the wind, with our hawks' hoods 
cast loose, all ready for a flight." 

As he spoke they advanced about a hundred 
yards up the brawling stream, until the litUe vale 
through which it flowed, making a veiy- sudden 
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turn to one side, shewed them the Red Pool, the 
superfluous water of which formed the riTuIet it- 
self. 

This mountain lake, or tarn, as it is called in 
some countries, was a deep basin of about s mile 
in circumference, but rather oblong than circular. 
On the side next to our falconers arose a ridge of 
rock, of a dark red hue, giving name to the pool, 
which, reflecting this massive and dusky barrier, 
appeared to partake of its colour. On tlio oppo- 
^te side was a heathy hill, whose autumnal bloom 
had not yet faded from purple to russet ; its sur- 
face was varied by the dark green furze and the 
fern, and in many places grey cliffs, or loose stones 
of the same colour, formed a contrast to the rud- 
dy precipice to which they lay opposed. A na- 
tural road of beautiful sand was formed by a beach, 
whicli, extending all the way around the lake, se- 
parated its waters from the precipitous rock on the 
one hand, and on the other from the steep and 
broken hill; andbeing nowhere less thanfive or six 
yards in breadth, and in most places greatly more, 
offered around its whole circuit a tempting op- 
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portunity to the ttder, who desired to exercige and 
breathe the horse on which he was mounted. 
The verge of the pool on the rocky side was here 
and there strewed with iragments of lar^ me, de- 
tached from the predpice above, but not in such 
quantity as to encumber this pleasant horse-couise. 
Many of these rocky masses, having passed the 
margin of the water in their fall, lay immersed 
there like small islets ; and, placed amongst a little 
archipelago, the quick eye of Raoul detected the 
heron which they were in search of. 

A moment's consultation was held to consider 
in what manner they should approach the sad and 
Bolitary bird, which, unconscious that itsdf was 
the object of a formidable ambuscade, stood mo- 
HonlesB on a stone, by the brink of the lake, watch- 
ing for such small fish or water-reptiles as might 
chance to pass by its lonely stance. A brief debate 
took place betwixt Raoul and the hawk-merchant 
on the best mode of starting the quarry, so as to 
allow Lady Eveline and her attendants the most 
perfect view of the flight. The facility of killing 
the heron at ihtjar Jettee or at thejetleejerri^ 



T,Goo(^le 



TALK I. THE BETBOTHED. 151 

that is, Upon the hither or tittther side of the pool 
— was anxiously debated in language of breathless 
importance, as if some great and perilous entei- 
^ize was about to be executed. 

At length the aiiatigements were fixed, and the 
party began to advance towards the aquatic her- 
mit, who, by this time aware of their approach, 
drew himself up to his full height, erected his long 
lean neck, spread his broad fan-like wings, uttered 
his usual clan^t^ cry, and, projecting his length 
of thin 1^ far behind him, rose upon the gentle 
breeze. It was then, with a loud whoop of encou- 
ragement, that the merchuit threw off the noble 
hawk he bore, having first unhooded her to give 
her a view of her quany. 

Eager as a frigate in chase of some rich galleon, 
darted the &Icon towards the enemy, which she 
had been taught to pursue ; while, preparing for 
defence, if he should be unable to escape by flight, 
the heron exerted all his pow^n of speed to escape 
&om an enemy so formidable. Plying his almost 
unequaUed strength of wing, he ascended high 
and higher in the air, by short gyrations, that the 
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hawk toigbt gaia no vantage ground for pouncing 
at him ; while his spiked beak, at the extremity 
of BO long a neck as enabled him to stiike an ob- 
ject at a yard's distance in every direcdon, pos- 
sesBed for any less yirited asBMlant all the terrors 
of a Moorish javelin. 

Another hawk was now thrown off, and encon- 
raged ly the balloos of the falconer to join her 
companion. Both kept mounting, or scaling the 
ail, as it were, by a succession of small drcles, en- 
deavouring to gain that superior height which the 
heron on his part was bent to preserve ; and to the 
exquisite delight of the spectators, the contest was 
continued until all three were well nigh mingled 
with the fleecy clouds, from which was occasion- 
ally heard the lisrsh and plaintive cry of the 
quarry, appealing as it were to the heaven which 
he was approaching, against the wanton cruelty of 
those by whom he was persecuted. 

At length one of the falcons had reached a pitch 
from which she ventured to stoop at the heron ; 
but so judiciously did the quarry maintaiu hb de- 
fence, as to receive on his beak the stroke which 
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tbe falcon, Bhooting down at foU descent, had made 
agunst his tight iting ; so that one of his enemies, 
spiked through the body by his own weight, fell 
fluttering into tbe lake, very near tbe land, on the 
sidefarthest from the &lconers,and perished there. 

" There goes a gallant falcon to the fishes," 
said Raoul. " Merchant, thycahe is dougb.** 

£ren as fae spoke, however, the remaining bird 
had avenged the fate of her sister ; for the suc- 
cess which tbe heron met with on one side, did 
not prevent bis being assailed on the other wing ; 
and tbe falcon stooping boldly, and grappling 
with, or, as is caUed in falconry, binding his prey, 
both came tumbling down together, &om a great 
height in tbe air. It was then no small otject on 
the part of the falconers to come in as soon as pos- 
able, lest the falcon should receive hurt fivm the 
beak or talons of the heron ; and the whole party, 
the men setting spurs, and tbe f^ales switching 
their palfreys, went off like the wind, swe^ing 
along the fur and smooth beach betwixt the rock 
and the water. 

Lady Eveline, far better mounted than any of 
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her traiD, her spirits elated bjr the sport, and by the 
speed at which she moved, was much Booner than 
any of her attendants at the spot where Uie falcon 
and heron, aUll eng^ed in th^ mortal struggle, 
lay fighting upon the moss ; the wing of the latter 
having been broken by the stoop of the former. 
The duty of a falooner in such a crisis was to rush 
in and assist the hawk, by thrnsting the heron's 
Inll into the earth, and breaking his legs, and 
then permitting the &lcon to dispatch him on easy 
tenns. 

Nether would the sex nor quali^ of the La^ 
Eveline have excused her becoming second to the 
falcon in this cruel manner ; but, just as she had 
dismounted for that purpose, she was surprised to 
find herself seized on by a wild form, who ex~ 
cltumed in Welch, that be sfdzed b.et as a xoaif, 
fbt hawking on the demesnes of Dawfyd with the 
one eye. At the same time many others, to the 
number of more than a score, shewed themselves 
ficom behind crags and bushes, all armed at point 
with the axes called Welch hooks, long knives, 
darts, uid bows and arrows. 

Eveline screamed to her attendants for assiSl- 
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ance, and at, the Bame time made use of what Welch 
phniseB she possessed, to more the fears or excite 
the compassion of the outlawed mountaineers ; for 
she. doubted not that she had fallen under the 
power of such a party- When she found her re- 
quests were unheeded, and she perc^ved it ffas 
their purpose to detain her ptisoner, she disdain- 
ed to use farther entreaties ; but demauded at their 
peril that th^ should treat her with respect, pro- 
mising in that case that she would pay them a 
lai^ ransom, and threatening them with the ven- 
geance of the Lords Marchers, and particularly of 
Damian de Lacy, if they ventured to use her 
otherwise. 

The men seemed to understand her, and al- 
though they proceeded to tie a handle over her 
. eyes, and to bind her arms with her own veil, 
yet they observed in these acts of violence a cer- 
tain delicacy and attention both to her feelings 
and her safety, which led her to hope that her re- 
qnest had had some effect on them. They secu- 
red her to the saddle of her pal&ey, and led 
her away with them through the recesses of the 
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hills ; while she had the itdditJonal distrcBs to hear 
behind her the noise of a conflict, occasioned by 
the iruitlesB efforts of her retinae to procure her 

ABtomshmeat had at first seized tbe hawking 
party, when they saw from some distance their 
sport interrupted by a violent assault on their mis- 
tress. Old Baotd valiantly put spurs to his horse, 
and calling to the rest to follow him to the rescue, 
rode furiously towards the banditti ; hut, having 
no other arms save a hawking-pole and short 
Gword, he and those who followed him in his me- 
ritorious but ineffectual attempt were easily foiled, 
and Baoul and one or two of the foremost severe- 
ly beaten ; the banditti exercising upon them their 
own poles till they were broken to splinters, but 
generously abstaining from the use of more danger- 
ous weapons. The rest of the retinue, completely 
discouraged, dispersed to give the alarm, and the 
merchant and Dame Gillian remaned by the lake, 
filling the air with shrieks of useless fear and sor- 
row. The outlaws, meanwhile, drawing together 
in a body, shot a few arrows at the fugitives, but 
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moie to alann than to injute them, and then march- 
ed off in s body, aa if to cover their companions 
who had gone before, vith the Lady Eveline in 
their custody. 



D,o,i,7.<iT,Google 



TALES OF TU£ CBUSADEBS. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Four mffiaos seized me jetta morn — 
Alu ! a nudden moat foilom I 
Thej choked mj cries «il)i wided might. 
And bomtd me on a palfii^ white- 
Co lekidox. 

SccH adventUTes as are now only recorded in 
works c^ mere ficdim were not uncommon in the 
feudal ages, when might was so universally supe- 
rior to right ; and it followed that those whose con- 
dition exposed them to frequent violence, were 
more prompt in repelling, and more patient in en- 
during it, than could otherwise have been expected 
from their sex and age. 

The Lady Eveline ftlt that she was a piisoner, 
nor was she devoid of fears concerning the pur- 
pose of this assault ; but she suffered neither her 
alann, nor the violence with which she was hut- 
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ried along, to deprive her of the power of obser- 
ving and reflecting. From the noise of hoofs 
which now increased around, she concluded that 
the greater part of the ruffians by whom she 
had been seized had betaken themselves to their 
horses. This she knew was consonant to the 
practice of the Welch marauders, who, although 
the email eize and slightness of their nags made 
them totally unfit for service in battle, aviuled 
themselves of tbeii speed and sureneas of foot to 
transport them with the necessary celerity to and 
from the scenes of their rapine ; insuring thus a 
rapid and unperc^ved approach, and a secure and 
speedy retreat. These aniTnala traversed without 
difficulty, and beneath the load of a heavy soldier, 
the wild mountain paths by which the country 
was intersected, and in one of which Lady Eve- 
line Berenger concluded she was now engaged, 
Irom the manner in which her own palftey, sup- 
ported by a man on foot at either rein, seemed 
now to labour up some precipice, and anon to de- 
scend with still greater risk on the other side. 
At one of those moments a voice which she had ' 
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not yet diBtingniahed addressed her in the Anglo- 
Norman language, and asked, with apparent inte- 
TCBt) if she sat safely on hei saddle, offering at 
the same time to have her accoutrements altered 
at her pleasure and convenience. 

" Insult not my cooditioQ with the mention of 
safety," said Eveline ; " yoa may well believe that 
I hold my safety altogether irreconcilable with 
these deeds of violrace. If I or my vassals have 
done injury to any of thy Cymn^ let me know, 
and it shall be amended — If it is taBSom wMch 
yon desire, name the stun, and I will Bend an or- 
der to treat for it ; but dettun me not prisoner, fbt 
that can but injure me, and will avail you no- 
toig." 

" The Lady Eveline," answered the voice, still 
in a tone of courtesy inconsistent with the violence 
which she sustuned, " will speedily find that our 
actions are more rough than our purposes." 

" If you know who I am," Bald Eveline, " you 
cannot doubt that this atrodty will be avenged — 
you must know by whose banner my lands are at 
present protected." 

" Under De Lacy's," answered the voice, with 
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a tone of indiffermce. " fie it bo — Picons fear 
not folcons.'" 

At this moment there was a halt, and a confused 
murmur arose amongst those around hei, who had 
hitherto been silent, nnlegB when muttering to 
each other in Welch, and as briefly as possible, 
direction which way to bold, or encoutagemeid tp 
use haste. 

These murmurs ceased, and there was a pause of 
several minutes ; at length Eveline again heard 
the voice wMcb formerly addressed her, ^ving di- 
rections which she could not understand. He then 
spoke to herself, " You will proently see," he 
said, " whether Z have spoken truly, when I said 
I scorned the ties by which you are fettered. But 
yon are at once the cause of strife and the reward 
of victory — ^your safety must be cared for as time 
will admit ; and, strange as the mode of proteo- 
tioD is to which we are to entrust you, I trust the 
victor in the approachbg strug^^e will find you 
uninjured." 

" Do not, for the Bake of the Blessed Virgin, let 
there be striie and bloodshed T said Eveline ; 
" rather unlnnd my eyes, and let me speak with 
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tfaoBe whose approach you dread. If iriends, as 
it would seem to me, I will be the meaB» of peace 
between 70U." 

*' I desiose peace," replied the epeaker. "I have 
not undertaken a resolute and daring adventure to 
resign it aa a child doth his plaything, at the first 
&own of fortune. Please to alight, noble lady; or 
rather be not offended that I thus lift you from 
the seat, and place you on the greensward." 

As he spoke, Eveline felt herself lifted from 
her palfrey, and placed carefully and safely on the 
ground, in a sitting posture. A moment after, 
the same peremptory valet who had aided her to 
dismount, disrobed her of her cap, the masterpiece 
of Dame Gillian, and of her upper mantle. " I 
must yet further require you," said the bandit 
leader, " to creep on hands and knees into this 
narrow aperture. Believe me, I r^ret the nature 
of the singular fortification to iKfaich I commit 
your person for safety." 

Eveline crept forwards as ^ected, conceiving 
reuBtancc to be of no avail, and thinking that com* 
plionce with the request of one who spoke hke a 
person of consequence, might find her protecdtm 
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against theunbridled' Airy of tke Welch, to irhoia 
she was obnoziouB, u b^iig ibe cause of Owen- 
wyn's death, and tlie defeat of the Britons nnder 
the walls of the Garde Doloureose. 

She crept then' forwards through a narrow and 
damp pasB^e, built on either ode with rough 
stiHies, and so low that she could not have entered 
it in anj other posture. When she had proceeded 
about two or three yards, the passage opened into a 
concavity or apartment high enough to permit hei 
to at at her ease, and of irregidar, bat narrow di- 
mensions. At the same time she became sesrible, 
from the noise which she heard behind her, tbttt the 
ruffians were stopping up the passage by which she 
had bem thus introduced into the bowels of the 
earth. She could distinctly hear the clattering of 
stones with which they closed the entrance, and she 
became senuble that the current (Afresh air, which 
bad rushed through the opening, was gradually 
fuling, and that the atmosphere of the subter- 
ranean apartment became yet more damp, earthy, 
and oppressive, than at first. 

At this moment came a distant sound from 
without, in which Eveline thought she couhl dia- 
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tingoish orieB, blowi, the trampling of horse, the 
okths, shouts, ind scresins of the ctnnbttiiiits, but 
all deadened by the nide valla of her prison, into 
a confused hollow murmur, conveying such intd- 
ligence to ha ears aa ire may suppose the dead to 
hear ftem the world they have quitted. 

Influenced by deqieration, under drcametmces 
so dreadful, Eveline struggled ibr liberty with 
such firantic eneigy, that she partly effected her 
purpose by forcing her arms firom the bonds which 
confined them. But this only convinced her cl 
the imposnlnUty to escape ; for, rending off the 
veil which wrapt her bead, she found herself in 
total darkness, and flinging her arms hastily around 
bet, she discovered she was cooped up in a sub- 
temnean cavern of very narrow dimensions. Hex 
hands, whidi groped around, encountered only 
pieces of decayed metal, and a substance whidi, 
at another moment, would have made her shud- 
der, being, in truth, the mouldering bones of the 
dead. At pressit, not even this circumstance could 
add to her fears, immured as she seemed to be, to 
perish by a strange and subterraaean death, while 
her friends and deliverers were probably within a 
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few yards of her. She flung faer arma wildly 
around in aeaich of some ATenne of escape, but 
every effort she made tor liberating herself finun 
the ponderous drcumvallation, was as ineffectual* 
as if directed against the dome of s cathedral. 

The noise by which her ears were at first assail- 
ed increased rapidly, and at one moment it seem- 
ed as If the covering of the vault under which she 
lay sounded repeatedly to blows, or the shock of 
substances which had fallen, or been thrown, 
against it. It was impossible that a human brun 
could have withstood these terrors, operating upon 
it so immediately ; but happily this extremity last- 
ed not long. Sotuids, more hollow, and dying 
away in distance, ai^ued that one or other of the 
parties had retreated ; and at length all was silent. 

Eveline was now left to the undisturbed contem- 
plation of her own disasbrous situation. The fight 
was over, and, as orcumstances led her to infer, her 
own fnends were conquerors ; for otherwise the vic~ 
tor would have relieved her &om her place of con- 
finement, and carried her away captive with him, 
as his words had menaced. But what could the suc- 
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cess of her Ikitfafiil friends and followers svail Ere< 
line, who, pent up under a place of conceahncnt 
wbicb, whatever was its character, nmst have esca- 
ped th^ obserration, was lefton the fidd of battle, 
to become agwn the prizeof the enemy, should their 
band venture to return, or die in darkness and pri- 
vadon, a deaUi as horrid as ever tyrant invented, or 
martyrs underwent, and which the unfortunate 
young lady could not even bear to think of, with- 
out a prayer that ha agony might at least be short- 
ened. 

In thishour of dread she recollected the pcxiiard 
which she wore, and the dark thought crossed her 
mind, Uutt, when li& became hopeless, a speedy 
death was at least within her reach. As her soul 
shuddered at so dreadful an alternative, the ques> 
tion suddenly occurred, might not this weapon be 
put to a m^e hallowed use, and aid her emancipa- 
tion, instead of abridging her sufferings ? 

This hope once adopted, the daughter of Ray- 
mond Bcrenger hastened to prove the esperimen^ 
and by repeated cfibrts succeeded, though with 
difficulty, in changing her postote, eo aa-to admit 
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of her inspecting ha place of (xmfiDement all 
around, but particularly the passage by which she 
had entered, and by which she now attempted 
agiuQ to return to the light ef day. She crept to 
the extremity, and found it, as she expected, 
strpngly blocked up with large stones and earthy 
ramtned together in such a manner as nearly to 
extinguish all hope of escape. The work, how- 
ever, had been hastily performed, ^nd life and li- 
berty were pnzes to stimulate exertions. With 
her poniard she cleared away the earth and eoda 
—with her hands, little accustomed to such la- 
bour, she removed several stones, and advanced 
in her task so £u; as to obtiun a glimmering of 
light, and, what was scarce less precious, a supply 
of purer air. But, at the same time, she had the 
misfortune to ascertain, that, &om the me and 
masdveness of a huge stone which closed the' ex- 
tremity of the passage, there was no hope that her 
unasdsted strength could eifcct her extricatioa. 
Yet her condition was improved by the admission 
of air and light, as well as by the opportunity af- 
forded of calling out for assistance. 
Such cries, indeed, were for some time uttered 
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; field had probably been left to the 
dead and the dying ; for low and indutinct groans 
iieie the only answer which ahe recuved for seve- 
lalminutes. Atlength, as she repeated her exda- 
mation, a Tcnce, fwnt as that of one just awakened 
firani a swoon, pronounced these words in answer : 
J—" Edria of the Earthen House, dost tbon call 
&om thy tomb the wretch who juat hastens to his 
own ? — Are the boundaries broken down which 
connect me with Uie linng F— And do I already 
bear, with fleshly ears, the ^nt and screaming ac< 
cents of the dead?" 

" It K no spirit who speaks^ replied Evdine, 
overjoyed at finding she conid at least communi- 
cate her existence to a living persoit— " no spirit, 
but a most unh^ipy muden, Eveline Berenger by 
name, immured beneath this dark vault, and in 
danger to perish horribly, unless God send me 
rescue!" 

" Evdine Berenger !" exclaimed he whom she 
addressed, in the accents of wonder. " It is im- 
poflriUe ! — I watched her green mantle — I watch- 
ed her plumy bonnet as I saw her hurried firom 
the field, and Mt my own inability to follow to 
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the rescue ; nor did force or exertion altogetJier 
leave me till the waviiig of the robe and the dan- 
diig of the feathers were lost to my eyee, and all 
hope of rescoing her abandoned my heart." 

" Fidthful Tassal, or right true friend, or cour- 
teous stranger, whichsoever I may name thee," 
answered Eveline, " know thou hast been abused 
by the artifices of these Weldi banditti — the man- 
tle and head-gear of Eveline Berenger they have 
indeed with them, and may have used them to 
mislead thrae true firiendg, who, hke thee, axe an- 
jdous for my &te. Wherefore, brave sir, devise 
some succour, if thou canit, for thyself and me ; 
since I dread that these ruffians, when they shall 
have escaped immediate pursuit, will return hither, 
like the robber to the hoard where he has deposited 
his stolen booty." 

" Now, the Holy Vii^ be praised," sidd the 
wounded man, " that I can spend the last breath 
of my life in thy just and honourable service ! I 
would not before blow my bugle, lest I tecalledfeom 
the pursuit to the aid of my worthless self some of 
those who might be effectually engaged in thy 
rescue ; may Heaven grant that the recall may 
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now be heard, tliat my eyes mtiy yet see the Lady 
Eveline in aa&ty and liberty !" 

The vords, though spoken in a feeble tone, 
breathed a spint of enthuBissm, and were followed 
by the blast of a horn, funtly winded, to which 
no answer was made sare the echoing of the delL 
A sharper and louder blast was then sent forth, 
but sunk so suddenly, that it seemed the breath 
of him who sounded the instrument had failed in 
the effort. — A strange thought crossed Eveline's 
mind even in that momrat of uncertainty and ter- 
toi. " That,'' she sud, " was the note of a De 
Lacy — surely you cannot be my gentle kinsman, 
Sir Damian I" 

" I am that unhappy wretch, deserving of death 
for the evil care which I have taken of the trea- 
sure entrusted me. — What was my business to 
trust to reports and messengers ? I should have 
worshipped the sunt who was committed to my 
keying, with such vigilance as avarice bestows on 
the dross which be calls treasure — I should have 
rested nowhere, save at your gate ; outwatched the 
brightest stars in the horizon; unseen and un< 
luiown myself, I should never have parted fivn 
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yoni n^bboutbood ; then had you not hetsa in 
the present danger, and, — much less important 
coDBequence, — thou, Damian de Lacy, bad not 
fiUedtbe grave of a forsworn and negligoit cutiff !" 

" Alas ! noble Damian," sfdd Eveline, " break 
not my heart by blammg yourself for an impru- 
dence which is altogether my oim. Thy succour 
was erer near when I indmsted the least want of 
it ; and it embitters my own misfortune to know 
that my rashness has been the cause of your disas- 
ter. Answer me, gentle kinsman, and ^ve me 
to hope that the woonda you bare suffered are 
such as -may be icuied. — Alas ! how much of your 
blood have I seen spilled, and what a fate is nine, 
that I should ever bring distress on all for whom 
I would most willingly sacrifice my own happiness I 
—But do not let as embitter the moments given 
US in mercy, by fruitless repinings— Try what you 
can to stop thine ebbing blood, which is bo dear 
to England— to Eveline — and to thine uncle." 

Damian groaned as she spoke, and was silent ; 
while, maddraed with the Idea that he might be 
perishHig for want of ud, Eveline repeated her ef- 
forts to extricate herself for her kintman'i assist- 
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ince, as well as her own. It wu all in vain, and she 
bad ceased the attempt in despair; and, passing from 
one hideous subject of terror to another, she sat 
listening, with sharpened ear, for the dying groaa 
of DamiaOiwhen — feelbg of ecstasy ! — the ground 
was shaken with horses^ feet adrandng rapdly. 
Yet this joyful sound, if decisive of life, did not 
assure her of liberty — It might be the banditti 
of the mountains returning to seek tiheir captive. 
Even then they would surely allow her leave to 
look upon and Innd ap the wounds of Damian 
de hacy ; for to keep him as a captive might 
vantage them more in many degrees, than could 
his death. A horseman came up — ^Eveline in- 
voked his assistance, and the first word she beard 
was an exclamation in Flemish from the fiuth- 
fnl Wilkin Flammock, which nothing save some 
spectacle of the most unusual kind was ever known 
to compd fiom that phlegmatic perstm. 

His presence, indeed, was particularly uselul 
on this occasion ; for, bong informed by the Lady 
Eveline in what condition she was placed, and im- 
plored at the same time to look to the dtuation of 
Sir Damian de La*^, he began, with admirable 
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compoBiue and some sldl], to Btop the wounds of 
tbe one, while his attendants collectsd lerers, left 
by the Welch as they retreated, and weie socm 
ready to attempt the Ubetation of Ereline. With 
much caution, and under the experienced (foec- 
tion of Flammock, the stone was at length so much 
raised, that the Lady Eveline was visible, to the 
delight of all, and espedally of the faithM Rose, 
who, regardless of the risk of personal harm, flut- 
tetti around her miitTe8a''s place of confinement, 
like a bird robbed of her nestlings around the cage 
in which the truant urchin has imprisoned them. 
Precaution was necessary to remove the stone, lest 
ialling inwards it might do the lady injury. 

At length the rocky fragment was so much dis- 
placed that she could issue forth; while her people, 
as in hatred of the coerdon which she had sub- 
tuned, ceased not to heave, with bar and lever, till, 
totally destroying the balance of the heavy mass, 
it turned over from the little flat on which it had 
been placed at the mouth of the subterranean en- 
trance, and, acquiring force as it revolved down a 
steep declivity, was at length put into rapid mo- 
tion, and rolled, crashed, and thundered, down the 
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hill, ftmid flashes of fire which it forced from the 
rocks, aad doods of smoke and dost, until it 
alighted in the channel of a brook, vhere it broke 
into five masuve iragmcnts, with a noise that 
might have been heard three miles off. 

With garments rent and soiled throogh the vio- 
lence she had sustained ; with dishevelled hair, 
aod disordered dress ; faint from the sdfling e^ct 
of her confinement, and exhausted hy the efforts 
she had made to relieve herself, Eveline did not, 
nevertheless, waste a single minute in eonuder- 
ing hex own condition ; but, with the ei^emess of 
s sister hastening to the Bssistance of her only 
brother, betook herself to examine the several 
severe wounds c£ Damian de Lacy, and to use 
proper means to staunch the blood and recall him 
from his swoon. We have sud elsewhere, that, 
like other ladies of the time, Eveline was not al- 
together onacquunted with the su^ical art, and 
she now displayed a greater share of knowledge 
than she had been thought capable of exerting. 
There was prudence, foresight, and tenderness, in 
every direction which she gave, and the softness 
of the female sex, with their officious humanity, 
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ever ready to assist in alleviatiDg fauinan misery, 
seemed in her enhanced, and rendered dJgniiied, 
by the sagadty of a strong and powerful iindcr- 
standing. After hearing with wonder for a mi- 
nute or two the prudent and ready-witted direc- 
tions of her mistresB, Rose seemed at once to re< 
collect that the patient should not be left to the 
exclusive care of the Lady Evelioe, and joining, 
therefore, in the t»ak, she rendered what assistance 
she could, while the attendants were employed in 
forming a litter, on which the wounded knight was 
to be conreyed to the castle ef the 6arde Dolou- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A mtrtj pliee, 'lii nid, in time* of jan, 
Sut aomething aili it now — the place i» cuneil. 

Woritmortii. 

The place on vhich the Airmish had occurred, 
and the deliveratice of the Lady Eveline had beeo 
eSected, was a wild and singular spot, being a 
small level plain, forming a sort of atagc, or rest- 
ing-place, between two very rough paths, one of 
which winded up the rivulet from below, and 
ftnother continued the ascent above. Being but- 
roonded hf hills and woods, it was a celebrated 
spot for finding game, and, in former days, & Welch 
prince, renowned for his universal hospitality, his 
love of cTto and of the chase, had erected a forest- 
lodge, where he used to feast his friends and fol- 
lowers with a profiisioQ unexampled in Cambria. 
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The fiwcy of the bonis, tlwsjs capdrated with 
m^^ficence, and faaviBg tio objectioiis to the pe- 
culiar species of proiuaion prac^eed by this poteti- 
tste, gsve Mm the surname of Edris of the Goblets ; 
and celelvated bha in their odea in terms as ia^ 
ta those which exalt the heroes of the finoous Hir- 
las Horn. The sulgect of their praises, howeVet-, 
fell fimdly a victiin to his propensities, having been 
stabbed to the heart in one of th«8e seeMs of con- 
fosion smd drui^emiees.which wete frequently the 
conclndon of his renowned btoiqaeta. Shoek«d at 
this catastrophe, the ass^nUed Britons interred the 
retics of the Prince on the place where be had £e^ 
wkhin the narrow va«lt where Eveline bad been 
confined^ and baring barricaded the entrance of the 
sepulchre with fragmenis of ro^, heaped over it aft 
immense cairn, of pile of stones, on the sumnfit of 
which they pub the assaann to dtatK £bpa-Gtilion 
guarded the spot ; and for many tf year fbi^ihetoo- 
m) <^ Edris remainedi unviolorled, aMoiigh the 
lodge had gone to ruin, and iw vestiges had totally 
dMayed. 

In Iatt» years, some prowling band of Welch 
VOL. II. M 
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robbers had discovered the secret entrance, and 
opened it vitli the view of ransacking the tomb 
for srma and treasares, which vere in ancient 
tiroes often buried with the dead. These were 
disappointed, and obtained nothing by the vioU- 
tion of the grave of Edris, excepting knowledge 
of a secret place, which might be used for de- 
positing their booty, or even for a retreat to an 
individual in a case of emergency. 

When the fbllowere of Damian, five or six in 
number, explained tb^ part of the history of the 
day to WiUdn Flammock, it appeared that Da- 
mian had ordered them to horse at break of day, 
with a more considerate body, to act, as they 
understood, against a party of insurgent peasants, 
when of a sudden he had altered his mind, and, di- 
viding his force into small buids, employed him- 
self and them in reconnoitring more than one 
mouuUun-pass betwixt Wales and the Marches 
of the English country, in the neighbourhood of 
the Garde Doloureuse. This was an occupation 
BO ordinary for him that it excited no particnlsr 
notice. These manoeuvres were frequently un- 
dertaken by the warlike marchers, for the purpose 
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of intimidating the Welch ta general, more espe- 
cially the bands of outlaws, who, independent of 
any r^^ular govemment, infested these vild fron- 
tiers. Yet it escaped not comment, that, in un- 
dertaking GUch serrice at thie moment, Damian 
seemed to abandon that of dispeTstng the insur- 
gents, which had bees considered as the chief ob- 
ject of the day. 

It was about noon, when, falling in, as good 
fortune would have it, with one of the fugitdre 
grooms, Damian and his immediate attendants re- 
ceived information of the violence committed on 
the Lady Eveline, and, by their perfect knowledge 
of the country, were able to intercept the ruffians 
St the Pass of Edris, as it was called, by which the 
Welch rovers ordinarily returned to their strong- 
holds in the interior. It is probable that the ban- 
ditti were not aware of the amali force which Da- 
mian headed in person, and at the same time knew 
that there would be an immediate and hot pursuit 
in their rear ; and these circumstances led their 
leader to adopt .the singular expedient of hiding 
Eveline in the tomb, while one of their own Dom- 
ber, dressed in her clothes, might serve as a dc- 
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coy to deceive their assulantB, and lead them fiom 
the ipot where she w&g resUy concealed, to which it 
was no doubt the purpose of the banditti to return, 
when they had eluded their porauers. 

Accordingly, the lobbers had akeady drawn up 
before the tomb for the purpose of regularly le- 
tteatjng, until th^ fJiouId find some suitable place 
either for making a stand, orwhere, if overmatcbedi 
th^ DU^t, hy abandoning tb^ horses, and dia- 
pereuig antong the rocks, evade the attack of the 
Norman cavalry. Their pUn bad been defeated 
by the precipitation of Damian, who, behtd^ng 
S8 he thought the jdumes and mantle of the Ladiy 
EveUne in the rear of their party, charged them 
without considering either the odds of numbers, 
or the lightness of his own armour, which, consist- 
ing only of a bead-piece and a buff surcoat, oSered 
but imperfect ce^tance to the Welch knives and 
glaives. He was accradingly wounded severely at 
the onse^ and would have been slain, but fcr the 
exertions of his &w ibllowers, and the fears of iie 
Welch, that, while thus continuii^ die battle in 
fiont, they might be assaulted in the tear by the 
foUowns of Evdine, whom they must now sup- 
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pose were all ia arms and motion. They retreated, 
t1iere&re,or rather fled, and tbe attendants of Da- 
mian were dispatched after them by their foll^ 
master, with directions to let no condderation hi- 
dace them to teare off the chase, until the captive 
Lady of the Garde Doloureose was deUreiedfrtHn 
her ravishers. 

The ontlaws, eecnre in their knowle^ of the 
paths, and the actirity of their em^ Welch horses, 
made an orderly retreat, with exception of two oi 
three of their rear-^piard, cut down by Damian in 
hie fiirioas onset. They shot arrows, from time 
to time, at the men-at-arms, and laughed at the 
inefifcetnal efforts which these heaTy-aimed w«t- 
riors, with their barbed horses, made to overtake 
them. But the scene was changed by the ap- 
pearance of Wilkin Flammock, on hia puissant 
war-horse, who was begrnning to aatend the pass, 
leading a party connsting both of foot and horse. 
The teas of being intercepted caused the outlaws 
to have recourse U> their last strab^m, and, aban- 
doaing their Welch nags, they betook themselves 
to the cliffs, and, by superior activity and dexterity, 
baffled, generally speaking, the attempts of their 
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pursuers on either hand. All of them, however, 
were not equally fortumite, for two or three fell 
into the hands of Flammock's party ; amongst 
others, the person upon whom Evdine's clothes 
had been placed, and who now, to the great dis- 
appointment of those who had attached themselves 
to his pursuit, proved to be, not the lady whom 
they were emulous to deliver, but a fair-haired 
young Welchman, whose wild loola, and incohe- 
rent speech, seemed to argue a disturbed imi^- 
nation. This would not have saved htm from im- 
mediate death, the usual doom of captives taken 
in such ^drmishcs, had not the fiunt blast of Da- 
mian's horn, sounding from above, recalled bis 
own party, and summoned that of Willun Flam- 
mock to the spot; while, in the confusion and 
huny of their obeying the signal, the pity or 
the contempt of his guards suffered the prisoner 
to escape. They had, indeed, little to learn from 
him, even had he been disposed to ^ve intelli- 
gence, or capable to communicate it. All were 
veil assured that their lady had fallen into an am- 
buscade, formed by Dafyd the one-eyed, a re- 
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doubted fireebooter of the period, who had ven- 
tured upon this hstdy enterprize in hope of ob- 
taining a, large ransom for the captive Eveline, 
and all, incensed at his extreme insolence and 
audadty, devoted his head and limbs to the e^lee 
and the lavene. 

These were the particulars which the foUow^s 
of Flammock and of Damian learned by com- 
paring notes with each other, on the incidents of 
the day. As they relumed by the Red Fool they 
were joined by Dame Gillian, who, after many 
exclamations of joy at the unexpected liberation 
of her lady, and as many of sorrow at the unex- 
pected disaster of Damian, proceeded to inform 
the mai-at-arms, that the merchant, whose- hawks 
had been the orig^l cause of these adventures, 
had been taken prisoner by two or three of the 
Welch in their retreat, and that she herself and 
the wounded Raoul would have shared the same 
&te, but that they had no horse left to mount her 
upon, and did not consider old Baoul as worth 
either ransom, or the trouble of killing. One had, 
indeed, flung a stone at him as he lay on the hill- 
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dde, bat hMppQy, as his dame said, it fell Bome- 
thing short of him — " It was bat a little f^low wlio 
threw it," she said — " there was a lug man amongst 
them, if he had tried, it's like, 1^ our Lady's grace, 
he had cast it a thought finrther." So saying, the 
dame gathered hersdf up, and adjusted her dress 
fiw again mounting on borsaback. 

The wounded Dunian was placed on a Ktter, 
hastily constructed of boughs, and, with the £e- 
nales, was placed in the centre of the Httle troop, 
augmented by the rest of tbe young knighCs fol- 
lowers, who begim to rgoin his standard. Tfae 
united body now marched-with aulitsry <wder and 
precauticai, and winded ibr(B)gh the passes with tbe 
atta)ti(mofmai{B^Hved to meet and to repel in- 
jiny. 
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CHAPTER X. 

WiMt I Air, and yoong, Md fltUiAil too P 
A Diincle, if diii b« true. 

W*H.EB. 

Hots, by natnre one (^ the most disintereBted 
aod K&ctionate iiuud«ui that ever breathed, «u 
the first who, hastily ooasidering the peculiar con- 
dition in irhitji her lady was placed, and the 
marked degree of restraint vhich had hitherto 
cbaiact»ized her hiteTcourse nth her youthful 
guardian, became anxioas to know how the vound- 
ed bught was to be Asposed of ; and yet, when 
she came to Eveliae^s side for the purpose of ask- 
ing this impottul question, her resolution well 
nigh fuled ber. 

The ^pestance of Eveline was indeed such as 
might have made it almost cruelty to intrade upon 
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berany Other sulfject of anxious consideration than 
those with which her mind had heat so lately as- 
sailed, and was still occupcd. Her countenance 
was as pale as death conld have made it, uoless 
where it was specked with drops of blood ; her 
veil, torn and disordered, was soiled with dost 
and with gore ; her hur, wildly dishevelled, fell in 
el^-locks on her brow and shoulders, and a single 
broken and ragged feather, which was all that re- 
muned of her head-gear, had been twisted among 
her trceBes, and still flowed there, as if in mock- 
ery, rather than ornament. Her eyes were fixed 
on the litter where Damian was deposited, and she 
rode close beside it, without apparently wasting a 
thought on anything, save the danger of him who 
was extended there. 

Base plainly saw that her lady was under feel- 
ings of exdtation, which m^bt render it difficult 
for her to take a wise and prudent view of her 
own situation. She endeavoured gradually to 
awaken her to a sense of it " Dearest lady,* said 
Hose, " will it please you to take my mantle F" 

" Torment me not," answered Eveline, with 
some sharpness in her accent. 
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" Indeed, ny lady," said Dame GiUian, bust- 
ling up as one vho feared her fiincdons as mis- 
tress of the robes might be interfered with — " in- 
deed, my lady. Rose Flammock speaks truth ; and 
neither your kirtle nor your gown are dtUng as 
they should do ; and, to speak truth, they are but 
barely decent. And so, if Rose will turn herself, 
and put her horse out of my way,^ continued the 
tire-woman, " I will put your dress in better order 
in the sticking in of a bodkin, than any Fleming of 
them all could do in twelve hours." 

" I care not for my drees,'' replied Eveline, in 
the same muina as before. 

" Care then for your honour — for your fame," 
said Rose, riding close to her mistress, and whis- 
pering in her ear ; " think, and that hastily, how 
you are to dispose of th^s wounded young man." 

** To the castle," answered Eveline, aloud, as 
if scorning die affectation of secrecy; "lead to the 
casde, and that straight as you can." 

*' Why not rather to his own cunp, or to Mal< 
pas ?" siud Rose — " dearest lady, believe, it will 
be for the best." 
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*' Wherefinre not — wherefore not ? — vherefbre 
not leave him on the waynde at once, to the knife 
of the Wekhnum, and the teeth of the volf P— 
Once — twice — ^three times ha« he been my pre- 
st^rer. Where I go, he ehall go ; nor will I be in 
safety myself a moment sooner than I know that 
he is so." 

Rose saw that she could make no impression on 
her mistress, and her own reflection told her that 
the wounded m8n''s life mi^t be endangered by a 
longer transportatiim than was absolntely neces- 
sary. An expedient occurred to her, by which she 
imagined this objection in%ht be obviated ; bol it 
was necesBsry she shonld consult bcr father^ She 
struck her palfrey with her riding-rod, and in a 
tDomcat bee diMinutire, though besntifal figm, 
and her i^Mritcd little jennet, were by the udc of 
the giguitic Fleming ud his tall black bocse, and 
riding, aa it wexe, in their vast shadow. " My 
dearest father,^ sud Rose, " the la^ intends tb»X 
Sir Damian be ttanspocted to the castle, where it 
is like he may be a long sojonmer ; — what think 
you ? — is that wholesome counsel ?" 
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" Wbolesome for the yontb, nirely, Roschen," 
answered the Fleming, " becnuse he will escape tbe 
bettw the risk of a ferer." 

*' True ; but is it wise for my lady P" continued 
Rose. 

" Wise en<H^b, if she deal wis^. Butwhoe- 
fore sboiildst thou doubt her, Bosclieo F" 

" I know not," sud Rose, unwilling to Iveatlie 
even to her father the fears and doubts which ^e 
hetself enteituned ; " but whwe there are evil 
toi^ues, there may be evil lehearsiiig. Sir Da- 
mian and my bufy are both very young — Methinks 
it were better, dearest father, would you ofTer tbe 
shelter of your roof to tbe wounded knight, in tbe 
stead o£ bis being carried to tbe c«stle." 

" Tliat I shall not, wcncb,^ answered the 
Fleming, hastily — " that I shall not, tf i may 
help. Nwman shall not cross my qiaet ^iresbold, 
nor Engbsbinan neither, to mock my quiet tbrifi;, 
and consume my substance. Thou doest not 
know them, because thou art ever with thy lady, 
and bast her good favour -, but I know them well ; 
and tbe best I can get £rom tfaem is I^SBy Flan- 
derkin, and Greedy Flanderkin, and Flemish sot — 
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I thank the Baints they cannot say Coward Flan- 
derkin, since Gwenwjm'e Welch uproar.^ 

" I had ever thought, my father," answered 
Rose, " that your epiiit was too calm to tegsrd 
theee baee calumnies. Bethink you we are under 
this lady's banner, and that she has been my lo- 
ving mistress, and her father was your good lord ; 
to the Constable, too, are you beholden, fiir ea- 
larged prtvil^es. Money may pay debt, but kind- 
ness only can requite kindness ; and I forebode 
that you will never have such an opportunity to 
do IdndneBS to the bouses of Berenger and De 
Lacy,' as by opening tlie doors of your house to 
this wounded knight." 

" The doors of my house .'" answered the Flo- 
ming— " do I know how long I may call that, or 
any house upon earth, my own ? Alas, my daugh- 
ter ! we came hither to fly from the rage of the 
elements, but who knows how soon we naay perish 
by the wrath of men ?" 

*' You speak strangely, my lather,^ said Bose ; 
*' it holds not with your solid wisdom to augur 
such general evil from the rash enterprize of a 
Welch outlaw." 
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*' I think not of the One-eyed robber," stud 
Wilkin ; " although the increase and audacity of 
siicb robbers as Daw^d is no good sign of a quiet 
country. Butthou,wholiTe8twithinyonderwalls, 
hearest but little of what passes without, and your 
^tate is less anxiooB ; — ^you had known nothing 
of the news from me, unless in case I had found 
it necessary to remove to another country." 

" To remove, my dearest father, from the land 
where your thrift and industry have gained you 
an honourable competency ?"" 

" Ay, and where the hunger of wicked men, 
who envy me the produce of my thrift, may like- 
ly bring me to a dishonourable death. There have 
been tumults among the English rabble in more 
than one county, and their wrath is directed 
against those of our nation, as if we were Jews or 
heathens, and not better Christians and better men 
than themselves. They have, at York, Bristol, and 
elsewhere, sacked the houses of the Flemings, 
spoiled their goods, misused their families, and 
murdered themselves.— And why ?— except that 
we have brought among them the skill and the 
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indnstiy whieb they possessed not ; and because 
wealth, which they woold never else have Been ia 
BrituB, wai Hw remnti of onr art and our toil. 
Koscben, tloB eril B^nt is sprea&g videi dnly. 
Here ve are more safe thaa eUewbere, beeteaee we 
{bnn a colony of some numbers and strei^th. But 
I confide not in onr neighboars ; and bsdst not 
tbou, Roee, been in secnrily, I would Itaig ere 
tfak have g^eu up all, and left Britain.'' 

** G^TOi up aB, and left BritEUn T — The worda 
sounded prodigious in the esva of his dmghter, 
who knew better than any one hew successful her 
frtfaer had been in his industry, and how asUkdy 
one of his firm aad sedate temper was to abandon 
known aad pTesent advantages ftr the dread of 
diatant or coMi^ent peril At length she re- 
plied, " If su^ be the peril, my ftther, nethinlH 
your honee and goods cannot have & better pro- 
tection tban the preaenOe at Hoe ntMe fani^tk 
Where livea the man who d&ro as^t of vitdence 
agaiust &e house wUeh haibours Damian de 
l^cy?" 

*' I know not that^" said the Fletmag, in the 
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same composed and stead;, biit ominous tone — 
" May Heaven forgive it me, if it be sin ! but I 
see little save folly in these Crusades, vliich the 
priesthood have preached up bo successfiilly. — 
Here has the Constablo been absent for nearly 
three years, and no certain tidings of his life or 
death, victory or defeat. He marched from hence, 
as if he meant not to draw bridle or sheathe sword 
until the Holy Sepulchre was von from the Sara- 
cens, yet we can hear with no certainty whether 
even a hamlet has been taken from the Saracens. 
In the meanwhile, the people that are at home 
grow discontented ; their lords, with the better 
part of their followers, are in Palestine — dead or 
alive we scarcely know ; they themselves are op- 
pressed and flayed by Stewarts and deputies, whose 
yoke is neither so light nor so lightly endured as 
that of the actual lord. The commons, who na< 
turally hate the knights and gentry, think it no 
bad time to make some head against them — ay, 
and there be some of noUe blood who would not 
care to head them, that they may have their share 
in the spoil ; for foreign expeditions and profli- 
vor^ ir. N 
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gtte btinta have made many -poor ; and he that 
ia paoT will murder bia father for money. I hate 
poor pestle ; and I vould the devil had evoy 
mao vito camot ke^ himself by the vork of his 
9»B haadr 

The Flcaii^ amdoded, with this diaracter- 
istic imprecadon, a apeecji which ^ve Roae a 
more fiightful nev <^ the state oi England, than, 
shut 1^ as she was within the Garde Doloureuse, 
aho had before had an opp<»tunity of kamisg. 
« Surely," she said—" surdy theae violences of 
which you speak are not to be dreaded by those 
who live under the banner <^ Be Lacy and of Be- 
lenger ?'' 

'* Berenger subeista but in namej" answered 
Wilkin Plammock, " and Dmnian, though a 
hravc youth, hath not his uncIe^s ascendancy of 
characttt and authority. His men also complain 
that ^ey ate harassed with the duty of watching 
f(»protect)ouofacastlejinbselfimpr^nable,faid 
sufficiently ganiaoned, and diat they lose all op< 
portunity of honourable enterprize, as they call it 
—'that is, of fight and spoil — ^in this inactive and 
inglorious manner of life. They say that Damian 
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ibe Beudlees was a man, but that Daniian vich 
tbe moustadie is no better t^^ a woman ; and 
that age, vhich has darkened his upper lip, hath 
at the Bame time Uendied hte cowage. — And they 
say mote, whicfa were but wearisome to telL" 

" Nay, but, let me know what they say ; let me 
know it, for Heaven's si^e <*' answered Rose, " if 
it CMieeni, as it must concern, my dear lady." 

"ETen.Bo,Roschen,"angweredWilkin. "There 
are many among the Norman nen-at-ttrms who 
U3k, ovet tlieir wise cups, how fibat Damian de 
Lacy is in love with his uncle's betrothed bride; 
ay, and that they coireepond together by art ma- 
gic" 

" By art magic, mdeed, it must be," said Rose, 
smiling scomfiilly, " for by no enrtlily means do 
they correspond, as I, ftn one, con bear witness.*' 

** To art m^c, accordingly, they impute it," 
quoth Wilkin Flamtnock, " that so soon as evear 
my lady stirs beyond the portal of her castle, De 
I.acy is in the Baddle with a party of his cavalry, 
thou^ they are positively certain that he has re- 
ceived no messenger, letter, or other or^naty no- 
tice of her purpose ; not have they ever, on such 
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occasions, Bcoured the passes long, ere they have 
seen or heard of my Lady Eveline's being abroad." 

" This haa not escaped me,"" siud Rose ; " and 
my lady has expiessed herself even displeased at 
the accuracy wliich Damian displayed in procuring 
knowledge of her motions, as well as at the ofii- 
aoua punctuality with which he has attended and 
guarded them. To-day has, however, shewn," 
she continued, " that his vi^^lance may serve a 
good purpose ; and as they never met upon these 
occauons, but continued at such distance as ex- 
cluded even the posdbllity of intercourse, mc- 
thinks they might have escaped ^e censure of 
the most suspicious.^ 

" Ay, my daughter Roschen !^ replied Wjlkin, 
'* but it is possible even to drive caution so far as 
to excite suspicion. Why, say the men-at-arms, 
should these two observe soch constant, yet such 
guarded intelligence with one another P Why 
should their approach be so near, and why, yet, 
should they never meet F Ifthey had been merely 
the nephew and the uncle's btide, diey must have 
had interviews avowedly and &ankly ; and on the 
other hand, if they be two secret lovers, there is 
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ressoD to believe that they do find their own pri- 
vate places of meetiiig, though they have art 3u£- 
ficient to coDceal them " 

" !Every word that you speak, my father, in- 
creases the absolute necessity that you receive this 
vounded youth into your house. Be the evils you 
dread ever so great, yet, may you rely upwi it, 
that they cannot be augmented by admitting him, 
with a few of his faithful followers.'' 

" Not one follower,^ eaid the Fleming fassdiy, 
** not one beef-fed knave of them, save the pi^ 
that is to tend him, and the doctor that ia to at- 
tempt his cnie.'' 

" But I may ofi^ the shelter of your roof to 
these three, at least F" answered Rose. 

" Do as thou wilt, do as thou wilt,'' said the 
doating father. " By my futh, Roechen, it is well 
for thee thou hast sense and moderadon in asking, 
since I am so foolishly prompt in granting. This 
is one of your freaks, now, of honour or genero- 
sity — but commend me to prudence and honesty. 
— ^Ah ! Rose, Rose, those who would do what is 
better than good, someUmes hting about what is 
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worse Umii bad I'-Bat I tUnlr I ih^ be qsilifi 
the tnmUe for tbe fear; and thst tby sustress, who 
is, with reverence, something of a damsel eramt, 
win Btaad stoBtlj for tbe chinlnnis pnvilege of 
lodging ba bugW is ber own bev^t tai ttaHag 
Um iapersbD." 

The Fleming propbesied tnifc Aose liad b» 
■oooer iA*de tbc prsposal to Erefinv Aat Uie 
wounded Samiui ahonld be left at bn firtbex*! 
heaw for bis tecOT cry , iban bee ttistreas briefly 
and podtiTcly ngeoted the ptoposd. " He ba> 
been my preBerrer,** she said, " and if there ha 
one b^ng left for wfaom the gates tf the Gaida 
DokmrenM shot^ of tfaemselves Bj open, it is to 
Samian de Lacy.-^NBy, dttnsel, look not opon 
aie witb that suepidons and jet aorrowfiil c<nm- 
tenancy— •tb«7 that are beyond di^mse, my girl, 
CMtona Btupidfln — ^It i» to God^ and Ota- Lady 
that I must answer, wkA to tbem n>y boscmi lies 
opedT 

They {iroceeded in nl^ce fd the castle gAte, 
when tbe Lady Ereline issued her orders that faer 
GwiTdiai], as tbs entl^iatieaUy termed Daioian, 
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should be lodged in her fether^a apartment ; and, 
with the prudence of more advaliced age, she gare 
the necessary direcdons fbr the reception and ae- 
coBunodalion of his followers, and the arrange- 
ments vhich such an accesuon of guests required 
in the fortress. All this she did with the utmost 
composure and presence of mind, even before she 
altered or arranged her own disordered dress. 

Another step still remained to be taken. She 
hastened to the Chapel of the Vii^, and prostra- 
ting herself before her divine protectress, return. 
ed thanks for her second deliverance, and implored 
her guidance and direcdon, and, through her in- 
tercession, that of Almighty Grod, for the dis- 
poaal and regulation of her conduct. " Thou 
knowest," she stud, " that from no confidence in 
my own strength, hare I thrust myself into dan- 
ger. O make me strcoig where I am most weak 
— ^Let not my gratitude and my compasnon bo a 
snare to me ; and while I strive to discharge the 
duties which tbankfiilness imposes on me, save me 
from the evil tongues of men— and sav^—O save 
me fr<an the insidious devices of my own heart !" 

She then told her rosary with devout fervour, 
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■nd retinng &oin the clupel to Iier own apart- 
ment, stunnumed ber women to adjust her dress, 
lod remove the external appearance of the vio' 
lotce to which she had been ao lately sulgected. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



JuHa. I Gentle rii. 

Yob an mu captive — but well uh 70a bd. 
That yon ihiU Ibink 70UI priMii JDji ma; mat^ 
Whate'er your libertf hath knOBii of pleasure. 

ItoJeriA, No, fiuren,VB hsTc trifled heretDo long; 
And, lingering to leo jonr ioki blonom, 
I've let m; laurela wither. - 

OldFIt^. 



Assayed in gannrats of a moumiitg colour, 
and of a feshion more matronly than perhaps alto- 
gether befitted her youth — plain to an extremi^, 
and devoid of all ornament, save her rosary — 
Eveline nov performed the duty of waiting upon 
her wounded deliverer ; a duty which the etiquette 
of the time not only permitted, but peremptorily 
enjoined. She was attended by Rose and Dame 
Gillian. : Maijorie, whose element was a siek> 
chamber, had be^ already diqtatched to that of 
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the young knight, to attaid to wluttevei his con- 
didon ntiglit require^ 

Eveline entered the loran with a Gght step, u 
if uniriUigg to distoib the pttient She paused 
at the door, and cast her eyes anmnd her. It had 
been ha &ther*s chamber ; nor had she entared it 
snce his violent death. Around the walls hung 
a part of his armour and weapons, with hawking- 
gloves, hunting-poles, and other instniments of 
sylvan sport. These leUques Inoi^t as it were 
in liviog fbnn before her, the stately presence of 
old Sit Raymond. *' Frown not, my &thcT,^ — 
her lips fermed the words, though her voice did 
not utter then^— " fiown not— Sveline will never 
be unworthy ai thee." 

Father Aldiovaiid« and Amc^ the page of 
Damian, were seated by the bedbde. They rose as 
Lady Evc^ue entered ; and the first, who rnetU 
died a Uttle with the heaKng art, ttud to Evefine, 
" that the kn^ht had shunbered for taam time, 
and was now about to awake." 

Amelot at the same time came forward, and in 
a hasty and low voice, begged that the chawiher 
might be k^ quiet, and the spectators requested 



T,Goo(^le 



TALK I. TBK BBTXDTBED. SOS 

to retitft " My kvd," be Buid, " erev nnce his 
illneBS at Gloacester, is apt to speak Hanetlriiig 
vildly 81 be awakes from sleep, and will be di»- 
plcased with me ibonld I pennh any one to be 
near bim." 

Eveline aceordnigly eaiued bei wobmb and the 
monk to zattre into the aDti-mom, while she bei^ 
self lemained tfandti^ by the dooi^xnnmimicatieB 
which connocted die iqmrtinenti, aad heard !)•• 
misn mendoQ hei name as be tamed bimfldf pais. 
fiiUy on bis couch. "Issbenfeandiiidiarwed?" 
was bis first qnestim, and it was asked with an 
eagemest which intiniated h«w fkr it preceded all 
odiet conndeiatiotts.'W.Wben Ainelot repUed ta 
tbe affirfflstlve, he rigbed, as one whoae bosom is 
relieved &0U some w^taty load, and in a leas 
animated Toice, aaked of the pi^ where they 
were. *' This apartment,^ h« said, ** with its flir- 
niture, are all sttange to me.* 

" My dear blister," said Amek>t, " yoQ ue at 
present too Wetdc to aA queMioiu and receive ex- 
jdaastions." 

" Be I wbttCB I vill," said Damhu, as if rsoo. 
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Tering bis recollectioii, " I am not in the place 
where my duty calls me. Tell my tnunpets to 
sotmd to horse — to horse, and let Balph Gcnvil 
cairy my banner. To hoise— to horse ! we have 
Dot a moment to lose !" 

The wounded kmght made some eSart to rise, 
which, in his state of weakness, Amelot was easily 
able to frustrate. " Thou art right,"* he said, as 
he sunk back into his reclining posture — " thou 
ait right — I am weak — ^bot why should strength 
remain when honour is lost 7^ 

The unhappy young man covexed bis fkce with 
his hands, and groaned in agony, wfaidi seemed 
more that <^ the mind than of the body. Lady 
Eveline approached his bedside with unassured 
etepB, fearing she knew not what, yet earnest to 
testiiy the interest which she felt in the distresses 
of the sufferer. Damian looked up and beheld her, 
and agun hid his face with his hands. 

" Whatmeans this strange passion. Sir Knight?" 
stud Evdine, with a voice which, at first weak and 
trembling, gradually obtuned steadiness and com- 
posure. " Ought it to grieve you so much, sworn 
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as you are to the duties of chiraliy, tlutt Heareu 
bus twice made you his instrument to save the an- 
forttmate Eveline Berenger P"* 

" oo, no," lie exchumed with rapi^ty ; " eince 
you are saved, all is well — but time preases-^it is 
necessary I should presently depart — ^nowhere 
ought I now to tarry — least of all, within this 
outle — Once more, Anielot, let them get to horse.'" 

" Nay, my good lord," said the damsel, " this 
must not be. As your ward, I cannot let my 
guardian part thus suddenly — as a physician, I 
cannot allow my patient to destroy himself— It is 
impossible that you can brook the saddle." 

" A litter— a bier— a cart, to drag forth the 
dishonoured knight and trutor — all were too good 
for me — a coffin were best of all — ^but see, Ame- 
lot, that it be framed like that of the meanest 
churl— no spurs displayed on the pall— 4io shield 
with the ancient coat of the De Lacys — do hebnet 
with their knightly crest must deck the hearse of 
him whose name is dishonoured." 

" Is his brain unsettled ?" sud Eveline, look- 
ing with terror &om the wounded man to bis at> 
tenduit ; " or is there some dread&l mystery in 
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diese broken vords ?— If so, spei^ it forth ; nd 
tf it ni^ be smeaded bf life or goods^ mj deUremr 
will sustain no wrong." 

Amelot teg^rdeA faer vltli * dgeoted ftnd me- 
kiichdy ur, shook his hud, and looked don 
on hiBmastenritbacotiDteoaiicevhidiaeemedto 
express, tlist the queadoBS orhieh she s^ed could 
ntri: be pmdendy snswiered in Sir Datniui's'-^e- 
Koee. The Lady Eveline oteerving tfais gesture, 
stepped hat^ into the eutn sputmeat, and nade 
Amelot s sign to follow her. He obeyed, after 
» glance at bia master, who rewaintd in the same 
disconsolate postwre as foiaieriy', intb his hsada 
crossed over bis eyes, like ene vbo wished to ex- 
clnde the light, and ^ «diich the lig^t made 
visible. 

When Amelot was m die wardrobe, Eveline, 
imdding signs to her attendants to keep at sqcJi 
distance as the roam permitted, questioned hint 
closely on the cause of bis master's desperate ex- 
pression of sorrow and remorse. " Thou know- 
^," she said, *' that I ara bound to succour thy 
lord, if I Boay, both from gratitude, as one whom 
he bath sierved to (he peril of bis life — and also 
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from kinsmuisliip. Tell me, therdbre, in what 
case he stUuU, t^t I may lielp him if I cod— 
that is^" the added, her pale cheeks deeply colour- 
ing, " if the cause of Ids diatress be fitting &r me 
to hear." 

The page bowed low, yet ^ewed Buch embar- 
^uamcait when he b^an to speak, ss produced a 
correGponding degree, of confusion in the I^y 
Eveline, who, neverthdem, u^ed him as before 
" to speak without scruple or delay — so that the 
tesiar of bis discaune was -fitting for her ears." 

" Believe me, noUe lady,'" sud Amelot, " your 
commands bad been instantly obeyed, but that I 
feat my master's displeaaire if I talk of his afiairs 
without his warrant ; neTerthdess, on your com- 
mand, whwn I know he hononrs above all eu^y 
bdngs, I will speak <hu6 iar, that if his life be safe 
from the wounds be has received. Ins honour «id 
worship may be in peat danger, if it please not 
Heavra to send a remedy." 

" Speak OB," said Evdine; " and be assured 
you will do Sk Dsmion de Lacy no prejudice by 
the confidence you may rest m me." 

" I well believe it, lady,^ sfdd the page. 
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" Enow, thrai, if it be not already known to yon, 
that the clowns and rabble, who have taken arms 
jfiainst the nd>le8 in the west, pretend to be fa- 
voured in their insurrection, not only by Randal 
Lacy, but by ray master. Sir Dsmian." 

" They lie that dare charge him with such foul 
treason to bis own blood, as well as to his sove- 
reign I" replied Eveline. 

" Well do I believe they lie," said Amelot ; 
*' but this hinders not their falsehoods from being 
believed by those who know him less inwardly. 
More than one run-^way &om our troop hare join- 
ed this rabblement, and that gives some credit to 
the scandal. And then they say— they say — that 
— in short, that my msstcr longs to possess the 
lands in his proper right which he occupies as his 
uncle's administrator ; and that if the old Con- 
stable — I crave your pardon, madam — should re- 
turn from Palestine, he should find it difBcult to 
obtain possession of his own again/' 

" The sordid wretches judgeof others by their 
own base minds, and conceive those temptations 
too powerfiii for men of worth, which they are 
themselves conscious th^ would be unaUe to re- 
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mt Bttt ire die insuifitaitti then so ihsolent uid 
80 povesfiil P We have beaid of tludr Tiolenoefl, 
bbt (uly SB tf it had been Bome pi^alar tamult ." 

" We had notice last night that they hare 
disawB together in great foics, and beaeged ot 
Uoekaded Wild Weabck, irith his men-at-azniB, 
in. » riUage lixmt ten miles hence. He haA sent 
to my mastar> as his kitismaii and companion at 
annB, t6 ixme to hia asnstaiice. We -wate on 
boiscibBd: this numaiBg to march to the resciie^^ 
when " 

Ha paused, and soemod unvilliflg to proceed. 
Eveline cmght at the word. " When you heard 
of my dat^er i^ she siud. " I would ye had m- 
ther heard of my death !" 

*' Snrely, noble kdy," said Uie page, widi his 
^es fixed on the ground, " nothing but bo Btrong 
i canae could Have made my maatef halt hk troop, 
and curry die better part of them to the Welch 
mountains, vhen his oountrymUi^B distresB, and 
the commatuls of die Xing''8 Lieutenant, so pe^ 
remptorily demanded hia presence elsevhere.^ 

" I knew it," she said — " I knew I was bom 

VOL. It. o 
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to be hia datmction 1 yet metfainlcB thia is worse 
than. I dreamed oS, irhen Uie worst was in my 
tbou^ts-' I feared to occaaon his deadi, not bis 
loos of fame. — ForGod''8 sake, young Ameloti'do 
what thou canst, sod that vithout hiaa of time 1 
.Get thee stnightway to horse, and join to thy own 
men as many as thou canst gathei of mine— Go 
— lide, my brave youth— shew thy master's ban- 
))er, and let them see that .his fnces and his heart 
are with thelni though his person be absent. Haste, 
haste, for the time is precious." • 

■ " But the safety of thia castle-^But yooi own 
safety F" said die page. " God knows how will- 
ia^y I would do aught to save his feme ! But I 
know my master's mood ; and were you to su£^ 
l^ my Zeaving the Garde Doloureuse, even al- 
Uiough I were to save him lands, life, and honour, 
I^ my doing so, I should be mme like to taste of 
his daf^er, than of his thanks ot bounty." 

" Go, nevertheless, dear Amelot," said she ; 
** gather what force thou cuut make, and be 
gone." 

" You spur a willing borsei madam," said the 
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{>Bge, Bpringing to his f^t ; " and is the oondi^on 
of my master, I see nothbg bettw than that his 
banner shoold be di^layed agtuost these churls." 

" To arms, then," sud Eveline, hastily ; " to 
anns, and wut thy spun. Bring me aestizance 
diat thy master's honour is safe, and I will myself 
buckle them on thy heels. Here — take this blessed 
rosary — bind it on thy crest, and be the thought 
of the Virgin of the Garde Doloureuse, that never 
failed a votary, strong with thee in the hour of 
conflict" 

She had scarcely ended, ere Amelot flew fiom 
her presence, and summoning together such horse 
as he could assemble, both of his ToasteE''B, and of 
those belonging to the castle, there were soon 
fariy cavaliens mounted in the coorfr-yard. 

But although the page was thus fiir readily 
i^yed, yet when the soldiers heard they vete to 
go forth on a dangerous expedition, with no more 
experienced general than a youth of fifteen, they 
shewed a decided reluctance to move: from the 
castle. The old soldiers of De Lacy said, Damian 
himself was tpo yotithfiil to command them, and 
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fiad no rigfit to didq[ste his aathontf to ak^ ; 
while the fitUowen t^BeteBger taid, thtir miatren 
m^t be iidiBed wiih her detirennce of the 
UoniiDg, without trying fitrtbet dtngeroiu con- 
danond by >Bmfaw1img tbe (pUTiuni of ber castle 
— <* Th6 times,** they nid> '* Wen stonny, and it 
waa wueat to keep a atone toof orer their heads.* 

Tht more &b soklierB communicated their ideas 
andapprdtensionstoeadiodier, the Btronger their 
^Antfination to die mdertaUng became ; and 
That Amdot, who, page-like, had gone to see that 
tat own heme was accoutred and htougbt forth, 
tttwned to the «utl»-y«Kd> he 6nmd them stand- 
faig confbBedly tt^ether, some mounted, some on 
foot, all mea speaking loud, and all in a itato of 
diaorder. Ralph Geovil, a veteran whose fiue had 
been seamed with many a scar, and who had long 
ftllowed the trade of a soldier of fortune, stood 
i^art fhim the rest, hol^g his horse's biidl^ in 
one hiUid, and in the other the banncr-spear, 
around which the blumer of De Lacy was still 
fillded. 

" What ifieans this, GaiVil?" said the page, 
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ingclly. " Whj do you not mount your hww 
and display tike l»iui0F? and what odcwoiArU tU« 
confiuioB?^ 

V TruTyj Sr P^fe," uid Gmvil, eompoteflyi 
" I am not in my saddle, because I have dome !»• 
gard for diii iM idlkfln ng, iria^ 1 htere bbrue to 
howmr m my tim^ and I would not wilUngly cany 
H irbere men we unwillmg^ to folbw and defimd 
H." 

" No march — ^no sally — ^no lifting of baimsz 
ta^y," cried the stddlim, hy way of turdieD to 
t^ bsnwT-man's discouniB. 

** How Tkow, CQwaida ? do yod mi^iqr P" Mttd 
Amdn^ lJ>^B? Hb Ii*>id on Ida awordi 

" Menace not me, Sir Boy,*" sud Gennl ) ^'- net 
idi^e yoiir Bwoid my way. I tell tbtei Aarilot, 
were' my veafKin to otdss witb yoon, never fitol 
senf aibnwd more dia£F thati I would mttbe sfdiaten 
df your batched end gilded toaating-irbn- L(fol( 
you, tbere are grey-bearded men here tht^ care 
not to be led about on any boy's humour. For 
me, I stand little upon that ; and I care not *he< 
iher one boy or another commaoils me. But I 
am the liscy's mail for the time; and I iub not 
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nire,' that in marcbing to the ud of this Wild 
Wenlod:, we shaU do an errand the Lacy woiild 
thank us for. Why led he ns not thither in the 
morning, whoi we were commanded off into the 
mountainB P" 

" Yoa well know the cause," aud the page. 

" Yet, we do know the cause ; or if we do not, 
we can guess it," answered the banner-man, with 
a hone laugh, which was echoed by several of his 
bompanions. 

*' I will cram the calumny down thy tatse 
throat, Genvil !" said the page ; and drawing his 
sword^ threw himself headlong on the banner- 
man, without conddering their great diSerence (^ 
strength. 

- G«iTil was contented to finl his attack by one, 
and, as it seemed, a slight movement o( his gigan- 
uc arm, with whidi he Ibrced the page aside, part . 
rying at the same time his blow with the standi 
ard-spear. 

There was another loud langh, and Amelot^ 
feeling all his effiirts baffled, threw his sword from 
him, and weeping in pride and indignation, has^ 
tcned back to tell Lady Eveline of Ibi bad mc- 
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ccBB. " All," lie said, " is lost — the cowardly 
Tilluns hare mutinied, and will not move ; and 
the blame of tb^ sloth and fidnt-heartednesB wiU 
be laid on my dear master." 

" That shall never be " said Eveline, " should 
I die to prevent it—Follow me, Amelot." 

She hastily threw a scarlet scarf over her dark 
garments, and hastened down to the court-yard, 
followed by GilHaii, assuming as shewent various 
attitudes and ai^ons, expresEing astonishment and 
-{Hty, and by Rose, carefully suppressing all ap- 
pewaoBe of the ftelings which she really enter* 
tained. 

Eveline entered the castle-court, with the ktnd-^ 
fing eye and glowing brow which her ancestors 
Were wont to bear in danger and extremity, when 
their soul: was arming to meet the storm, and dis^ 
played in their mien and looks high command and 
ctHitempt of danger. She seemed at the moment 
taller than her usual size ; and it was, with avoice 
distinct aod clearly heard, though not exceeding 
the delicacy of feminine tone, that the muti- 
neers heard her address them. " How is this, 
my masters p" she said ; and a« she spoke, die 
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balky fimiUK^ the annedaotdierB Bcmedtodnw 
okwr tg^[atber, at if to escape btc indtridiidi oeb- 
mue. It vaa like a gioup ^ bear; intBr-foid, 
▼hen they cloae to avcod ^ stoop «f Ae sli^ 
Wd beaad&l nerlni, dresdii^ tlie soperiority of 
its nature and breediag over their ovn inect pbp 
Bosl stveDgth. — " Hot now P^ again she demiiild- 
ed of tfaom ] " is it a time, diink ye, to mntiny^ 
when yaai lord is dneiit, and his nephev and liea- 
tenant lies itntched on a bed of ridmeaa i-^Ja it 
due ye kefp your eadu ?-«-T}nu ye moiit yOor 
leader's banoty ? — Sfaame on ye, ciaTen houi^ 
that qoail and gire back the instant you lose sight 
of the hiutUaaB P 

There mu a paose— HJie addiers looked oa eadi 
other, and then igain on Evdine, as if ashamed 
alike to h<dd out in tiirir mutiny, or to letam to 
didr nnal discipline. 

" I see how it is, my brave fiiendfr^ye lack a 
leader here ; hot stay not for (hat^Z will giude 
you mysd^ and^ woman as I am, there need not 
a man of you fear disgrace where a Berenger com' 
mauds.— Trq> my palfiey wi A a steel saddlB," 
she said, " and that instaDtly." She BUrtched 
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&taa the grAond the page^a Qght head>]^ee^ md 
threw it over her hiii, caught up his dram airflid, 
and Vent on. " Here I pnmnise yoa my ooahta- 
niraceiuidguidaBce— diis geatleimii," she poiated 
to GrOiTil, " shall supply my lack of military aUIL 
He looks l&e ft m^ that hath seen aoany a itiy of 
htfttle, end etn veil beach i young leader Hes d»> 
voiii" 

" Cwtes," said the old soldier^ ^milii^ m Bpofc 
(f Umkdf) Ud sha^g Us head at the aaine Ume* 
*' nuny a battle have 1 8een> but nevH under such 



" Nerertheleas," sud Eretine; sering bow ihe 
eyes of the rest tamed on Genvil, *' yos do not 
^f«aDsot — will not— nttiae to f<^ow me. You do 
not as A soldiw, for my weak voioe nqiphefl your 
GSptain''B oidc9r» — you cannot as s gentleman, fot 
a lady, a &rlom and distressed female, asks you a 
boon — ^yon irill not as an Englishmm, for your 
country reqinres your sword, and your comrades 
are in danger. Unfiirl your banner, then, and 
march." 
: *' I would At BO, ufoa my soul, flur lady," an- 



T,Google 



S18 TALES OF THK CUDIASSRS. 

flwered Gebvil, as if preparing to un&ld the bsn- 
per— '* and Amelot might lead us veil enough^ 
witli advantage of some lessons &om me. But I 
vot not vhetfaer you are sending us on the right 
n>ad.^ 

*' Sorely, surely," said Eveline, earnestly ; *' it 
-must be the right road vhich conducts you to the 
rdief of Wenlock and his followers, besieged by 
the insurgent boors." 

'> I know not," said Geuvil, still hentating. 
** Our leader here, Sir Damian de Lacy, protects 
the commons — ^men say he befnends them — and 
I know he' quarrelled with Wild Wenlock once 
tar some petty wrong he did to the miller's wife at 
Twineford. We should be finely off, when our 
fiery young leader is on foot again, if he should 
find we had been fighting against the side he &• 
Toured." 

" Assure yourself," said the maiden, aoxious- 
ly, " the more he would protect the commons 
i^Mnst oppresaon, the more he would put them 
down when oppresnng others. Mount and ride 
— save Wenlock and his men — there is lift and 
death in every momeait. I will warrant with my 
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life and knds, that whRtsoerer you do nill be held 
good serrice to De Lacy. Come, then, follov 
me." 

" None Burely can know Sir Samian^B purpose' 
better than you, fair damsel,'" answered G«nTil ; 
" nay, &r that matter, you can make him change- 
«a ye list — ^And so I will march with the men, and 
we will aid Wetdock, if it is yet time, as I trust 
it may ; for be is s m^cd boar, and when he turns 
to bay, will cost the boors blood enough ere they 
sound a mort But do you remain within the 
castle, fur lady, and trust to Amebt and me. — 
Come, Sir Pf^, assume the cominand, since so it 
must be ; thoi^h by my fiuth it is pity to take the- 
head-i»ece &om that pretty head, and the sword 
&om that pretty hand — By Sunt George i to see 
than there is a aedit to die soldier's profesBion.** 

The lady accordingly suirendered the weapons 
to Amdot, exhorting him in few words to forget 
the ofifence he bad received, and do his devoir 
manfiiUy. Meanwhile Genvil slowly unrolled the 
pennon — then shook it abroad, and without put- 
ting his foot in the stirrup, «ded- himself a little 
with resting on the spear, and threw himself into. 
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die laddle, liMTily tnned u be waB. " We are 
mdy nov, sn it Hke yoor juTeniEty," sadd' he to 
Amdot ; and then while the page was putting the 
hancl into eider, he whiapered to Ids neaml com- 
rade, " Mediinkxi instEsd of diia <dd swallow's 
tail, we dionld miBteT nrely Under fl broidezed 
petticoat — ■ fiulielowed petticoat has no fellow is 
toy mind.— Look jadf Stephen Fimtoya-^I can 
tngjere Danuan now fer fhrgetting his imcle antf 
his own credit ~tibdat thia wench ; flitr bj^ my ftadl 
At ia one I coold hare doated to dealh vpoh /mr 
amour». Ah I eril lock be the woaeit^ poitiou ! 
—they gorem oa at every ton, Stepbeti, and at 
every i^. When th^ are yodng, they bribe na 
with fiui looks and sugared words, nreet kssa^ and 
lore tokens ; and when they are of npddk agej 
ikty work ub to thdr will by preaents and bomrtB^ 
■es, red wine and red gold ; and when they are 
(dd, iK are fiun to run their enanA to get out of 
right of their old leatheni Tisagea. WeH^ old De 
Lacy should hare staid at home and watched his 
fiilcon. But it ia all one to ns, Stephen, and we 
may make some vantage to^y, for these. bocn 
have fdundend moie dum me castle.'' 
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** Ay, sy," nuwand Pbntoyi, " the boor to the 
booty, and the batmer.tiiaii to the boor, ■ light 
pUhy prbrerb. Ba^ pritheej camt thou say irhj 
his p^e-«hip letdB us not forfmd yet P^ 

*' Fshav !" uuwerad Oennl, " the shake I gave 
him has addled hit Imiiu— or perduncehe has 
not BinUoved all hii team yet ; &r 'tia a fi»inad 
cockeril fiir bia years, irheterer honoiii is to be 
iron. — S«e, they nov begin to more. — Well, it is 
• nngulu tiling this gentle blood, Stephen ; flv 
hcM is a cUld vhom I but now baffled like a 
schoolboy, mnst lead us grey-beards where we nuy 
get OUT heads broken, and that at the command of 
a light lady." 

" I warrant Sir Dsmian is secretary to my 
pretty lady," answered Stephen Pontoys, " as this 
springald Amelot is to Sir Damiin ; and so we poor 
men must obey and keep our mouths shut'* 
^ "But our eyes open, Stephen Pontoys — forget 
not that" 

They woe by this time out of the gates of the 
castle, and upon the road leading to the village, in 
which, as they understood bj the inteUigecce of 
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tbe mondbg,'WeB\o(k was besi^ed 6r Uodkaded 
by I greatly soperior aomb^ of the insuigmt 
coDimons. Amelot rode at the head of the troop, 
Btill embarraBsed by the af&ont which he had re- 
cared in preaence of the soldiers, and lost in me- 
ditadng how he was to eke oat that defidraey of 
experience, which on Garnet occasions had been 
supplied by the councils of the basnermaD, widi 
whom he was ashamed to seek a recondliadon. 
Bat Genvll was not of a nstore abeolately sollm, 
though a halntual grumbler. He rode up to the 
page, and having made his obdsance, respectfol^ 
asked hiu whether it were not well that sooie rae 
ot two of their number pricked forward iqmn good 
horses tf> learn how it stood with Wenlock, and 
whether they should be aUe to oome up in time 
to his assistance. 

" Methinks, banser-nian," answered Amekx* 
" yon should take tbe ruling of the troop, raice 
you know so fittingly what should be done. Yoa 
may be tbe fitter to conunand, because — But I 
will not upbraid you." 

" Because I know so ill how to obey,* replied 
GenTil ; " that is what yon would say ; and by 
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my faith, I cannot deny bitt there may be some 
truth in it. But is it not peevish in thee to let • 
fair expeditim be uawisely conducted^ because of 
a foolish word or a sudden action ? — Comej let it 
be p^ce vitb ns.^ 

*' With all my heart,* answered Amelot ; " and 
I will send out an advanced party upon the wU 
venture, as thou haat advised me.^ 

" Let it be old Stephen Pontoys and two of the 
Chester ^peais—^he is as wily as an old fox, and 
notber hope nor ftar wiU draw him a bairVbreadtb 
farther than judgment warrants.'" 

Amelot eagerly embraced the hint, and, at his 
command, Pontoys and two lances darted forward 
to reconnoitre the road before them, and inquire 
into the cfmdition of those whom they were ad- 
vancing to succour. '* And now that we are on 
the old terms. Sir Page,'" sud the bsnner>man, 
" tell me, if thou can^st, dotb not youder fiui lady 
love our handsome bught^iw tmowra f 

" It is a &l8e calumny," said Amelot indig- 
nantly ; "■ betrothed as she is to bis uncle, I am 
convinced she would rather die than have such a 
theu^t, and w would our miBtor. I have noted 
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lodlluvepnyedtheetocbeckit Youknowthe 
tlui^ eatmat be, fbr you know they havQ scarae 
evn met* 

" How ahoold I biow Uut," sud-Genvi!^" or 
tboa aducP Watcb them ever so dose — much 
ibita'ilide»{Mst die mill that Hc4i Milla never 
wot8o£ Theydocomspond; that, «t lewt, Aen 
canst not deny." 

** X do deny it," at&A Amelot, " as I deaj all 
diat ft tondi their lumonr.^ 

" Then how, in Heaven^s name, comes he by 
luch por&et knowledge of her motions, as he haa 
diqtlayed no longer ainoe dun die monung P" 

''Howdiould I tell?" answered the page] "there 
be such tlnngs, soiely, as saints and good aogel^ 
and i£ there be one on earth deserves their -pnn 
taction, it is Bame Eveline Berengex." 

" Well sud, Master Counsel-keeper,'" replied 
Genvil, laughing ; '* hut that mil hardly pass on 
an old tiDoper. — SaintA and ai^e^ quotha ! most 
saintlike doings, I wairant you." 

The p^ waa about to con^ue his sa^r via- 
£<!ation, when Stephen Pontc^s and his followere 
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retained upon die ipur. ** Weolock hcidM put 
ln«T<J7," he cftlLed oat, " though he is felly gird- 
ed in with these boots. The laige oross-howB are 
doing good service ; and I little doubt his making 
his place good till we come up, if it please yon to 
ride something sharply. They have assailed the 
barriers, and were close up to them even now, but 
■ten drirco biek witb smalt success." 

Hie party wen now {Hit to as nqnd modba 
as might coQsist with order, and soon reached 
the top of a small f^ineuce, beneath which lay 
the "vill^^ whfte Wenlock was making his de- 
l^nce. The air rung with the cries and ^outs 
of the insurgeaits, who, numerous as bees, and 
possessed of that dogged spirit of courage go pe- 
culiar to the Bn^h, throoged like ants to the 
barriers, sad endeaTOured tp break down the pa< 
Usadee, or to climb over them in despite of the 
sboweiH of stones and arrows fiom widiin, by which 
ihey suffered great loss, as well as by the swords 
and battle-axes of the men-at-anns, wfaeoeTer they 
came to hand-blows. 

" We are in dme, we are in time," said Amelot, 
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diappng the reins of his bridle, and joyfidly 
clapping hia hands ; " shake thy banner abroad, 
Genvil — give Wenlodc and his ^Iowe a fur 
viev of it — CotnradeB, halt — ^breathe your hones 
ftr a moment. — Hark hither, GenTil — If we de- 
scend l^ yonder broad pathway into the meadow 
where the cattle ar e ' " 

" Brave, my yoang falcon !" replied Grenvit, 
who§e love of battle, like that of the war-horse 
of Job, kindled at right of the spesra, and «t 
the sound of the trumpet ; " we shall have thm 
an easy field for a chaise on yonder knaves." 

" Wkat a thick black cloud the villuns make !" 
Bud Amelot ; *' but we will let day-light through 
it with our lances — See, Genvil, the defenders 
hoifit a signal to shew they have seen us." 

" A signal to us !" exclaimed Genvil. " By 
Heaven, it is a white fli^ — a signal of surrender.^ 

" Surrender ! they cannot dream of it, when we 
are advancing to their succour," replied Amelot; 
when two or three melancholy notes from the trum- 
pets of the besieged, with a thundering and tu- 
multuous acclamation from the beriegers, rendered 
the fact indisputable^ 
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" Doma goes Wenlock's pennon," said Genvil, 
" «nd the chutlB enter the barricades on all p<unts. 
— Here has been cowardice or treachery — What 
is to be dime f" 

" Adrance on them,'* stud Ameh>t, " retake the 
place, and driver the prisonerK." 

*' Advance, indeed .'" answered the banim-iaan 
—■"Xots horse's leDgth by my counsel — we should 
have ersry nail in our corslets counted with arrow- 
shot, before we got down the hill in the foce of 
such a moltitode ; and the place to storm after- 
wards — It were mere insanity." 

" Yet come a little fiirward alongst with me," 
said the page ; " perhaps we may find some path 
by which we could descend unperceived." 

Accordingly they rode forward a little way to re- 
connoiCte the face of the hill, the page still urging 
the posffltnlity of descending it unperc^ved amid 
the oonfiision, when Genvil answered impadently, 
" Unperceived ! — ^you are already perceived — here 
comes a fellow, pricking towards us as &st as his 
beast may trot." 

As he spoke, the rider cams up to them. He 



T,Google 



k!J6 tales of TIIK CRUSADBIIS. 

«M a ihort, thidc-set peaeut, in an ordinary fiiese 
)«fcet and hoK, with a blue cep on lus bead, wliM^ 
he bad been scnoely able to pull over a bIhm^ 
head of ted hur, that seemed in arma to lepd the 
«OTenDg. The man's hands were Uoody, ind he 
carried at bis saddle-how a linoi bag, wlii<i wm 
abo stained with Uood. " Ye be of Samian de 
Lacy's cmnpany, be ye not f" said this rude niSB> 
wnger ; and, when ibey answered in the affirma- 
lire, he proceeded, with the same blunt couKesy, 
" Hob MlUer of Twjrford commends him to Dai- 
mian Lacy, and, knowing his purpose to amend 
disotdore in the commonwealth. Hob Miller sends 
lum toll of the grist which he hath grinded ;'" and 
with that he took from the bag a human head, and 
tendered it to Aroelot. 

" It is Wenlciok'B head," said GenTil— " how 
hifl eyes sOre I" 

** They will stare after no more wenches now," 
'sud the boor — " I have cured him of caterwaul* 

" Thou !"* said Amelot, stepping back in ^s- 
gnst and mdignation. 
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t ' *' YU, I m^lf,^ T«pU«d the pstMiU ; *' I am 
(rnmd JugticiMy of l^e Cqh^&oiuk fpr Uck.ot « 
better." 

"Grand hanginaa, thou woidd^st pay," nplied 

: " CbU it what thou liet,'" i^»l^ the peaunt. 
^ Truly, it behoves men m Bt^te to giv« good exr 
ample. I'll bid no man do that I asi not ready. 
to do myself. It is «a easy to hajig ■ man, as to 
say hang him ; we will have qo splitting of sfficea 
Yk this nev wtftld, which is bap^y set up in old 
England." 

, " Wreteh T said Amdot, " take back thy 
bloody token to than that sent thpe ! Had'sttbou 
not come upon assurance, I had pinned thee to 
the earth with my lance— But, be assured, youi 
cruelty gfaall be fearfully avenged.— Cojn^ Ge&7 
vil, let UB to our men \ there is no farthcx me in 
aln^g here." 

The fellow, who bad expected a very di^rent 
recepdou, stood (taring after Uiem for a few nao- 
laents, ^hes replaced his Uoody trophy in the 
wallet, and rode back to them who sent him. 

" This comes of meddling with men's amdu- 
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retUM^ said Genvil ; *' Sir Dunion would needs 
bnwl with Wenlodc about his desUngs with this 
miller^a daughter, and you see they account him 
a favourer of thtar enterprise % it will be well if 
others do not take up the B&me opimon. — ^I wi^ 
we were rid of the trouble which such suspicions 
may Iving upon us — ay, were it at the price 
ot my best horse— I am lite to lose him at any 
rate with the d^*s hard serriee, and I would it 
were die worst it is to cost us." 

The party returned, wearied and cbicouforted, 
to the oastle of the Garde Doloureuse, and not 
without losing several of their number by the way, 
some straggling, owing to the weariness of tbdr 
horses, and others taking the oppratunity of d»- 
seartion, in order to join with the bands of insur- 
gents and plunderers, who had now gathered to- 
gether in difierent quarters, wid were angraented 
by recruits from the dissolute soldiery. 

Amelot, on his return to the castle, found that 
the state of his master was sdU very precarious, 
and that the Lady Eveline, diough much eihaust- 
fld, had not yet retired to rest, but was awaiting 
his return with impatience. lie was introduced 
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to her accordingly, and, with a heavy heart, men- 
doned the ineffectual event of his expedition. 

*' Now the stunts have pity upon us V* sud the 
Lady flveline ; " for It seems as if a plague or 
pest attached to me, and extended itself to all who 
interest themselves in my welfare. From the 
mom^t they do so thdr veryvirtues became snares 
to them ; and what would, in every other case, re- 
commmd tb«n to honour, is turned to destruc- 
tioD to the fiiends of Eveline Berenger." 

*( Fear not, fair lady," replied Amelot ; *' there 
are still men enough in my master's camp to put 
down these disturbers of the public peace. I will 
but alade to receive his instruetiona, and will hence 
to-mtnrow, and draw out a force to restore quiet 
in this part of the country." 

" Alas I you Icnow not yet the worst of it,'' re- 
plied Eveline. " Since you went hence we have 
rec^ved certun noUce, that when the soldiers at 
Su-Damlan's camp heard of the ac<^dent which he 
this morning met with, already discontented with 
the Inacdve life wbich they had of late led, and 
(Uspirited by the hurts and reported death of their 
leader, they liave altogether broken up and disper- 
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■ed th«ir toreta. — Ye* be of good courage, Awe- 
lot,'' she said ; " this hense is stnHig enough to 
betr out a worse tempest Uma any that is Hkely 
tobepouiedonit; and if dl toen desert your mas- 
ter IB vounds and affiotion. It becomes yet moM 
th« part of Eveline BeMnget to shelter and pro- 
tect her deliverer." 
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CHAPTER XII, 

Lit Mir proad iniropet ibaki thdr mil* w«D, 
Menidng Uutb lod rulo." 

TuK evil news with which last chapter conclu- 
ded were necessarily told to Damian de Lacy, aa 
the person whom they chiefly concerned ; and Lady 
Eveline heraelf undertook the task of communi- 
cating them, mingling what she eaid with tears, 
and ^ain intemiptiiig those tears to su^^t topics 
of hope and coinf<nrt, which carried no consoUtitm 
to her own bosom. 

The wounded knight continued with his fiice 
turned towards ian, listening to these disastrous 
tidings, as one who was no otherwise affected by 
them, than as they r^arded her who told the 
story. When she had done speaking, he conti- 
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Dued as in I lerene, with hia tyea bo inteatly fixed 
upon her, that she rose up, with the purpose of 
witbdrKwing from looks by vhich she felt berselT 
embamused. He bastened to speak, that be 
might prevent bet departure. " ALL that jmi 
have said* fiur Udy,^ he replied, " bad bees 
enough, if told by another, to hare broken my 
licart ; for it tells me that the pover and honour 
of my bouse, so soleamly committed to my cbsrge, 
have been blasted in my nu^rtunes. But when 
I look upon you, and hear your voice, I fo^et 
everyUiii^, saving that you have been rescued, 
and are here in honour and safety. Let me there- 
fore pray of your goodness that I may be removed 
tram the castle vhich bolda you, and seat else- 
vherc. I am in no shape worthy of your farther 
c«r^ since I have no longer the swords of others 
at my disposal, and am totally unable for the pre- 
set to draw my own." 

" And if you are generous enouf^ to think of 
me in your own misfortunes, noble knight," an- 
swered £veUne, " can you suppose that I fi^et 
wherefore, and in whose rescue, these wounds 
yen incurred f No, Damian, speak not of re- 
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moval — awhile there is a turret of the Garde Do- 
louieuse standing, within that turret shall you 
find shelter and protection. Such, I am well as- 
sured, would be the pleasure of your uncle, were 
he here in person." 

It seemed as if a sudden pang of his wound had 
uized upon Damian ; for, repeating the words 
"My uncle !" be writhed himself round, and avert- 
ed his &ce itom Eveline ; then again composing 
himself, reptied, " Alas ! knew my uncle how ill 
I have obeyed his precepts, instead of sheltering 
me within this house, he would command me to 
be flung from the battlements." 

'* Fear not his displeasure," sud Eveline, again 
preparing to withdraw ; " but endeavour, by the 
composure of your spirit, to aid the healing of 
your wounds ; when, I doubt not, you will be able 
again to estabhsb good order in the Constable's 
jurisdiction, long before his return." 

She coloured as she pronounced the last words, 
and hastily leA the apartment. When she was in 
her own chamber she dismissed her other att<»ul- 
ants, Rud retunod Rose. " What dost Uiou think 
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of these things, my wise maiden snd monilnss P" ^ 
said she. 

*' I woold,^ replied Rose, " cither that tUs 
ymmg knight had nevet mtered this castle — or, 
that being here, he could presently leave it — or, 
tbat be could honourably remain here for ever." 
. " What dost thou mean by remaining here for 
ever P" said Ereliae, sharply and hastily. 

" Let me answa that question with anothcs — 
Hov long has the ConstaUe of Chester been ah- 
s«it from England P" 

." Three years come Saint Clnnent's Day," 
Gud Eveline ; " and what of that f 

" Nay, nothing, but " 

" But what ? — I command you to speak out." 

" A few ffeeka will place your hand at your dis- 
posal." 

" And think you, Rose,^ said Eveline, nsing 
with dignity, " that there axe no bonds save those 
which are drawn hy the BCiibe's pen F — We know 
little o( the Ctnutable's adventures ; but we know 
enough to shew that hia towering hopes have 
fallen, and fajs sword and courage pfoved too weak 
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to change the fbrtunefl of the Sultan SalscUn. 
Soppose him retnmiiig some brief time hence, aa 
we have seen so many crusaders reg^n their hinneB, 
poor and broken in health— suppose that he finds 
his lands laid waste, and his followers dispersed, 
by the consequence of theii late misfortunes, hov 
would it sound should he also find that his be- 
trothed bride bad wedded and endowed with ber 
substance the nephew whom he most trusted P — 
Dost thou think such an eBgagement is like a 
Lombard's mortage, which must be redeemed on 
the very day, else forfeiture is sure to be award- 
ed?" 

" I cannot tell, madam," replied Rose ; " but 
they that keep their covenant to the letter, «re, in 
my country, held bound to no more." 

" That is a Flemish liishion. Rose," said her 

'mistrcBB; " but the honour of a Norman is not 
satisfied with an observance eo limited. What ! 

' wouldst thou have my honour, my aiFections, my 
doty, all that is most valuable to a woman, depend 

' on the same progress of the kalendar which an 
usurer watches fer the purpose of seizing on a for- 
feited pledge ? — Am I such a mere commodity 
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thkt I mtut belong to one man if he cl»ms me - 
before MichaelmiiE, to another if be comes after- 
wards ? — No, Rose, I did not thus interpret my 
engagement, sanctioned as it vas by the special 
providence of Our Lady of theGardeDoloureuse." 

" It is a feeHng worthy of you, my dearest 
lady," answered the attendant ; " yet you are so 
young — so beset with dangers— so much exposed 
to calumny — that I, at least, looking forward to 
the time when you may have a legal companion 
and protector, see it as an extrication finm much 
doubt and danger.'" 

*' Do not think of it, Rose," answered Eve- 
Une ; " do not liken your mistress to those provi- 
dent dames, who, while one hasband yet lived, 
though in old age or weak health, are prudently 
engaged in plotting for another." 

" Enough, my dearest I»dy," said Rose ; — " yet 
not so. Permit me one word more. Since you 
are determined not to avul yourself of your free- 
dom, even when the fatal period of your engage- 
ment is expired, why su^ this young man to 
share our solitude ?— He is surely well wcnigh to 
be removed to some other place of security, het 
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lu mume our former sequestered mode of life, 
until Providence aend us some better or more cer- 
tain piospecte.'" 

- Erelinc sighed — looked down — then lookii^ 
upwards, once more had opened her lips to ex- 
press her willingness to enforce so reasonable an 
arrangement, but for Damian's recent wounds, and 
the distracted state of the country, when she was 
interrupted by the shrill sound of trumpets, blown 
before the gate of the castle ; and Raoul, with an- 
xiety on his brow, came limping to inform his lady, 
that a knight, attended by a purs in vant-at- arms, 
in the royal livery, with a strong guard, was in 
front of the castle, and demanded admittance in 
the name of the Sing. 

Bveline paused a moment ere she replied, " Not 
even to the Kings order shall the castle of ny 
ancestors be opened, until we are well assured of 
the person by whom, and the purpose for which, 
it is demanded. We will ourself to the gale, and 
learn the meaning of this summons.— My vdl. 
Rose ; and call niy women. — Agun that trumpet 
sounds I Alas I it rings liks a signat to death and 
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The prophetic apprebenuoiu of £veUiw were 
not false ; for scarce had she reached the dooi of 
the apartment, when she was met by the pige 
Amelot, in a state of such disordered ^ipnhen^on 
u an ^IfiT^ of chivaliy was scarce on any occasion 
permitted to display. *' Lady, nohle lady,'' he 
■aid, hastily bending bis knee to Eveline, " aave 
my dearest master! — YoUi and you alone, can 
Mve bim at this exu^mity." 

" I !" siud ET^me, in astonishment — " I save 
him f — And from what danger P — God knows bow 
willingly !" 

There she stopped short, as if afrud to tnut 
herself with expressing what rose to her lips. 

" Guy Month ermer, lady, is at the gate, with a 
pursuivant and the royal banner. The hereditary 
enemy of the House of Lacy, thus accomptmied, 
comes hither for no good — the extent of the evil 
I know not, hit for evil he comes. My master 
slew bia nephew at tbe field of Malpas, and there- 
fore——'' He was here interrupted by aootber 
■flourish of tnunpete, which rang as if in shrill im- 
patience through tbe vaults of the anciait for- 
tress. 
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The Lady EveUne huted to the gate, and 
found that the wardene, and others who attended 
there, were looking on each other with doubrtiil 
and ahuraed coimtenances, which they turned 
upon hei at her arrival, ^ if to seelc &om thnr 
mistreas the comfort imd the courage which they 
could not communicate to each other. Without 
the gate, mounted, and in complete armour, was 
an elderly and stately knight, whose nused viaor 
and beaver depressed, shewed a beard already 
giiziled. Be»de him appeared the pursuivant on 
horseback ; the royal arms embroidered on his he- 
raldic dress of office, and all the importance of of- 
fended consequence on his countenance, which was 
shaded by bis barret-cap and triple plume. Tbey 
were attended by a body of about 6tty soldieTs, 
arranged under the guidon of England. 

When the Lady Eveline appeared a£ the bar- 
rier, the knight, after a slight reverence, whidb 
seemed more in formal courtesy than in kindness, 
demanded if he saw the daughter of Haymond 
Berenger. " And is it," be continued, when he 
had received an answer in the affirmative, " before 
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Ibe casde of thit aiqiroved and fiivoured seirmt 
of dw House «f Ai\ioii, diat King Heniy's truin- 
peti haire tbrioe minded, vitfuot obtaining an en- 
ttfwoe fiKt those who an haooured vilh iiuai So> 
venagcCB coDunand ?*" 

" My omditimir ansvend EnUoe, '< moat 
cxoue my caution. I an » lone nuiden, reo^ng 
in a fiontier fintreta. I may admit no one without 
inqairii^ hu purpose, and being aisnied that his 
entfance eoansts with &» safety of the i^aee, and 
mine own honour * 

" Sineo yoa are m pimctilioas, ladyr nplied 
MondwrmcT, " know, that in the pieseit diilnct- 
ed state of the country, i£ it lui Grace the King's 
pleasure to place witSiin yov walls a body of nen- 
at>aiina, aufficiait to guard this inportani castle 
both from the insurgent peasimta, who bum aod 
liaj, and from the Wddi, who, it must be ex- 
pected, wiU, accor^ng to their wmt in l^e of ^s- 
tnriMOKe, maJie ineurskKos on the frontiers. Undo 
your gates, tbegj. Lady of Bnenger, and si^er bis 
Gnee's forces to enter the casde.'' 

" Sir Eni^t," answered the lady, " diis castle, 
like erery othet fwtreBS in England, is the King's 
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by Uw ; but lo^ Uw also I am the kwftt mA iitr 

frader of it ; aad it is tjie t«i»u« by which my Ml- 
cectocB held thew landi' I faave mm ciwu^ t* 
naintun the Gatde IXiloweuM in my tin*, w 
my &theT, and my grandfather b^ire hiqi, der 
tended it iathws. The King U grwous to aend 
me auccours, but I need qot ths «iid <^ huvlv^ ; 
neither do I think it si^ to admit nub into my 
castle, who may, in thi^ lAwlesa tine, vuife tiumr 
selves luaaten of it for othw thn )t# l«wfid ni»- 
trefB-" 

" ta^y," replied th* old wurww, " bu Gtnee 
ia not ignorant q£ the motiTea vU«h prodtwe a 
c»ntnmaey lik« this. I( ia not APy p^nvhcauuB 
for the royal finrces, which iaSujeues you, a royal 
Tasaal, in this re&actory conduct. I nii|lbt pro- 
ceed upon your refusal to prwdaim yoo a trdtor 
to the Crovn, but th« liing retMPben the eer^ 
vices of y^ori^thfr. E«ow, thep, we «K not igna- 
xapt that Pawiw de Lwiy, ncoiued of iostiga^ 
and beading this innmwtion, (^ dAsertisg his 
duty in the field, wd MwidBOi^ « ooWs vaamle 
to the Evord of the ba^t^l pe«8Mt»i has found 
sbdter under this roof, with little credit to yoor 
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lojnlty M » Tisnl, or your conduct aa » high-born 
maiden. DeHver him up to ub, and I vill drav 
off llieBe meiirat-aimH, and dispense, though I m^ 
scarce Koswei doing so, with the occupsdon of the 
caade.* 

" Guy d« Monthermer," answered Evdlnc, 
" he that thnnra a etun on my name, speaks false- 
ly and unworthily ; as for Damlan de Lacy, he 
knows how to defend his own &me. This only let 
me say, that while he takes his abode in the castle 
of the betrothed of bis kinsman, she delivers him 
to no one, least of all to Mb well-known feiidal 
enony. — ^Drop the portcullis, wardens, and let it 
not be laisod without my special order." 

The portcullis, as she spi^e, fi^ rattling and 
clanging to the ground, and Monthermer, in 
baffled spite, remained excluded &om the castle. 
" Unworthy lady — "* he began in pasaon, then, 
i4w-oWitig himself, sidd calmly to the pursuivant, 
" Ye are witness that she hath admitted that the 
traitor it within that castle — ye are witness that, 
lawfiiUy summoned, this Eveline Berenger refiues 
to ddiver him up. Do your duty. Sir Pursuivant, 
as is usual in soch cases." 
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The portuivADt then idnmced and piocUimed, 
in the formal and fittal phrase befittiiig the occa- 
Bion, that Ereline Berenger, lawfblly summcoied, 
refiisiDg to admit the King's forces into her caade, 
and to deliver up the body of a false traitor called 
Samian de Lacy, had herself, incurred the penalty 
of high treason, and had involved within the same 
doom all who aided, abetted, or maintained her in 
holding out the said castle gainst th^ all^iance 
to Henry of Anjou. The trumpets, so soon as the 
voice of the herald had ceased, confirmed the doom 
be had pronounced by a long and ominous peal, 
startlmg from their nests the owl and the raven, 
vho replied to it by their ill-boding screams. 

The d^enders c^the castle looked on each other 
with blank and dejected countenances, while 
Monthermer, raising aloft his lance, exclaimed, 
03 he turned his horse from the cagtie-gate, 
" When I nest approach the Garde Dolooieuse, 
it will be not merely to intimate, but to execute, the 
mandate of my ^vereign." 

As Eveline stood pensively to behold the re- 
treat of Monthermer and his associates, and to 
consider what was to be done in this emergency, 
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die beard cmerftlw flonu^s, in s t6wbme,uk 
« EnglfEhmu who stood bende him wbat wa> 
the iwiiit^ of fttxutor. 

" One wbo betayetfi a tnut leposed — a be- 
Vmyer," wd die interpreter. 

The {^nse wiacb he used recalled to ETelioe'a 
■iiiiiiii]! her bodiag visiaa or dreatn. " Alas !" 
the aaid, " the raigeance of the fiend ii aboot to 
be aooomplfldied. Widowed wife and wedded 
Had— these efatheta have hmg been mine. Be- 
mtfaed ! — woe'i me I it ic the kay^-atone of mj 
dealiny. Betrayer I am now denounced, though, 
Aank Ood, I am clear from the guilt ! It ody 
fbllowi that I ihoidd be betrayed, and the eril 
jKepbtej wiQ be fidfiOed to the Tery letter." 
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CHAPTER Xni. 



BioRK than tbtce months btd di^ised ance dio 
srent nftmted in the last chaqpter, $ai it had been 
the precunor of othera of stUl greater importaboe, 
which will evolve dtemaelvee in the course of one 
BanatiTe. But, as we profess to present to the 
leader not a precue detail of cireoisstances, aoeoid- 
iog to tbctr order and dale, but a aeries of pietum, 
endeavouring to present the most striking inet- 
dents befiire die eye oi imagination of dioee whom 
it m»7 oaocem, we therefore open a new scene, and 
bri^ other setors upon the stage. 

Along a waMed tract of coimtty, niore thn 
twetn m3es distwit froaa die fiard* JMoateOfi 
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in the beat of a summer noon, vbicb shed a burn- 
ing lustre on the silent valley^, and the blackened 
ruins 'of the cottages with whidi it had been once 
graced, two trsvellers walked slowly, whose palmer 
cloaks, pilgrims staTes, large slouched hats, with 
a scollop shell bound on the front of each,' above 
all, the cross, cut in red doth upon their shoul- 
dera, marked them as pi^frims who had accom- 
plished their tow, and had returned from that fa- 
tal bourne, from which, in those days, rettuned so 
few of the thousands who visited it, whether in the 
lore of entoprize, or In the ardour of devotion. 

The ^grims had passed, that noming, through 
a acoie of devastabon similar to, and acaxa sur- 
passed in misery by, those which they had oftetr 
trod during the wars of the Cross. They had seen 
fasmlets which a[^>ectred to have suffered all the 
fury of military exeeutjon, the houses being butD< 
ed to the ground; and in many cases the caicases 
of the miseraUe infaaltttaiite, or rather relics of Budi 
otgects, were suspended on temporary gibbtis, ac 
oD the trees, which had been allowed to remaiui 
standing, only, it would asem, to s^ve th$ co^ve- 
niwce of the^ecutionen. Living creatures i^iej 
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WW none, excepting those wild deniiens of natim 
who seemed silently reeuming the now wasted dis- 
taict, &om which tbey m^ht have been farmer^ 
expelled by the course of civiiimtion.' Thar em 
were no less disagreeably occupied than thdr eyes. 
The pensive trayellers m^ht indeed hear the 
screams of the raven, as if lamenting the decay of 
the carnage on which he had been gorged ; and 
now and then the plamtiTs howl of some dog, de- 
prived of his home and master ; but no sounds 
which signed either labour or domestication of any 
kind. 

' The sable figures who, with wearied steps, as it 
seetoedj travelled through these scenes of desola< 
don and rav^e, seemed assimilated to them in 
appearance. They spoke not with each other — 
they looked not to each other — ^but one, the 
shorter t^ the pair, keeping about half a pace in 
front of his companioni tbey moved slowly, aa 
priests reftuntng &oin a dona's death-bed, or ra- 
ther as spectres flitting ahmg the predncts of ft 
churob-yard. 

At lengtii they reached a grassy mound, on the- 
top of whic& was placed one of those receptacles 
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ftr tbe deftd of t3u indent Bmisli chiefs of du- 
tinctiiHi, vhidi are ctHnposed of upt^ht &i^nient> 
of gnmite, so placed u to fbnn a Btme coffin, or 
something bearing that teeemUiBce. The sefKil- 
An bad been long violated by the victorious 
SaxqOB, cither in scorn or in idle cari«ity, or be- 
caose tKasures were supposed to be sometunes 
concealed in soeh spots. The huge flat stone 
which had mce been the cover of the coffin, if so 
it might be termed, ity broken in two ^neoes at 
some distance finm die sepnldire; and oveigrown 
M the fragments were with grass and lichms, 
shewed [dainly that the lid had been removed to 
its present sitaadon many years since. A stinted 
and doddered oak-tree still spread its brandws 
over the opoi and rude mausoleum, as if the 
Druid's badge and emblem, shattered and stona- 
brokcn, was still bending to t^Eer its protectioa to 
the last remnants of didr worship. 

" This, then, is the Jn^t-Euen," aid the shwrtar 
inlgrim ; " and hoe we arnt alude tidrngs of out 
BGoub But what, Philip Guarine, have we to ex- 
pect as an esplanatioD of the deragtatira wloA we 
hare traversed f" 
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" Some incuTsitHt of the Wdch wolves, tay 
lord," replied Guariae ; " Md by Our Lady, hei^ 
lies ■ pow Scxon dieep vbom diey hare snapped 
ap." 

The Constable (for he iras the pilgrim vho bad 
walked foremoet) turned as he heard fata squire 
speak, and saw the corpse of a man amongst the 
long gnus ; by which, indeed, it was bo hidden, 
diat he himadf had passed widiout notice, what 
the esquire, in less abstracted mood, had not failed 
to observe. The leadiem doublet of die slain be- 
spoke him an English peasant— the body lay on 
its face, and the arrow which had caused his death 
■till stuck in his back. 

Philip Guarine, with the cool in^fference of 
one accustomed to such scenes, drew the shaft 
from the man's back, as composedly as he would 
hare removed it &om the body of a deer. With 
sinnlar indi^rence the Constable signed to his 
esquire to ^ve him the arraw-~Iooked at it with 
radolent curiosity, and then said, " Thou hast 
fingotten |hy old crafk, Guatine, when thou callest 
dutt a W^h flhafi. Trust ne, it flew from » 
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Nonnuk bow ; but vhy it sbotdd be found in the 
bo^ f£ tb*t English diorl, I can ill guesi.'' 

" Some raxaewaj eat, I would wimnt — some 
mongrel cur, who had joined the Welch pack of 
hounds," answered the esquire. 

" It may he so^"' said the Constable ; " but I 
rather augur some civil wu 'among the Lords 
Marchers themsdves. The Welch, indeed, sweep 
the viUages, and leave nothing bdiind them but 
Uobd and ashea, but here even castles seem to 
hare been Btotmed and taken. May God send us 
good news of the G«tde Doloureuse T 

" Amen !" replied his squire ; " but if Re- 
nault Vidal brings it, 'twill be the first time he 
has proved a bird of good omen." 

" Philip," said the Constable, " I have al- 
ready told thee thou art a jealous-patedfiMl. How 
many times has Vidal shown his faith in donht^ 
his address in difficulty — ^his courage in battle— 
his patience under sufiering P*' 

" It may be all very true, my lord,*" rejdied 
Guarine ;. *' yet — but what sTails to speak ? — I 
•wn he his clone you sometines good service ; but 
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loMth vere I that your life or honour were tt the 
mercy of Renault Vidal." 

" In the name of all tlie Eunts, thou peevish 
and snspicious fool, vhat is it thou canst found 
upon to his pr^udice ?" 

" Nothing, my lord," replied Gubrine, " but 
instinctive suspicion and avflrsicHi. The child ^t 
sees a snake knows nothing of its evil properties, 
yet he vill not chase it and take it up as he would 
a butterfly. Such is my dislike of Vidal — I can- 
not help it. I could pardon the man hb malicious 
and gloomy nde-long looks, when he thinks no one 
observes him ; but bis sneering laugh I cannot 
fbigive — it is I^e the beast we heard of in Judea, 
who laughs, they say, before he tears and destroys." 

" Philip," said De Lacy, " I am sorry for thee 
— sorry, &om my soul, to see such a predominit- 
iwg and causeless jealousy occupy the brain of a 
gallant old soldier. Here, in this last misfortune, 
to recall no more ancient jnroofi of his fidelity, 
could he mean otherwise than well with us, when, 
thrown by shipwreck upon the coast of Wales, we 
would have be^i doomed to instant death, had the 
Cymri recognized In me the Constable of Chester, 
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and in thee hu tnu^ esquire, the execotioMi of 
his commands sgsinst tlie Wddi in so many io- 

" I adatowledgc^" atiA Fhi% Guaiine, " doMk 
liad BunHy been our (brtmie, had not thot nuui^t 
ingflomty represented ns as inlgrims, and, under 
that diancMr, acted as our interpreter^— and in 
that cbaiBCter b« eodrelypreicladfid us fion gettiiv 
infinnation btm any one respecting the state of 
thing! hat, vUch it b^wredyour lordsUp nueh 
to know, andiriiidi I sinat needs aaylof^^ioovy 



« Still art Aou » fiwl, Guwiae," said (h» Con- 
■t«Ue ; " fiir, look yon, bad Vidill nwant iU by 
us, why diowld he not hare betmyed us to thr ~ 
Welch> or sofiered ua, by showing such know- 
ledge as thou and I may brtfo t^ their gibherisb, 
to betray ourvelves f" 

" Wdl, my IcMTd,"" said Goarine, " I my be 
■il«eed, but not aaiiefied. AH the fiur w<»ds be 
can q>eak — all the fine tunes he can play — 'Reg- 
nault VidaJ will be tp my ^ei ever a darit and 
sosjucious man, with feiuures always ready to 
mould thenu^res into the fittest fonn to attract 
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oonfidaice ; vidi a tongue framed to utter the nuwt 
flfttteting and agreeaUo words at one time, and at 
another to play sbrewd plunness or blunt honesty ; 
and an eye which, when he thinlra himself unob- 
served, contradicts every assumed expresBion of 
features, er^y proteetadon of hones^, and eve^ 
word of courtesy or cordiality to wbli^ bis tongue 
has given utterance. But I i^>eak not more on 
the nitgect ; only X am an old nuutiS*, of the true 
Ineed — I love my mastert but cannot endure stnae 
of those whom he fitvours ; and yonder, as I judge, 
ctHnes Yidal, to give us such an account of oar 
situation as it shall please him." 

A horseman was indeed seen adyancitig in the 
path towards the Kist-vaen, with s hasty pace ; 
and his dress, in which something of the eastern 
&shioD was manifest, with the fantastic attire 
usually worn by men of his professum, made the 
Const^ile aware that the minstrel, of whom they 
were spealdng, was rapidly approadling them- 

Although Hugo de Lacy rendered this attend- 
ant no more than what in justice he supposed his 
■ernces donanded, when he vindicated him from 
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the nupidoiu thrown out by Gruarine, yet «t tb* 
bottom of his hevt he bad sometimes shared theaa 
■usjufUODB, and vss often angry at himself, as a 
just and honest man, for cmsuring, on the slight 
taalimony of looks, and somedmes casnal exprei- 
fiioni, a fidelity whicli seemed to be fsQved by 
many acts of xeal 4aai integrity. 

When Vidal approached and dismounted to 
make his obeisance, his mastar hasted to speak to 
him in vords (^favour, as if consdous he had been 
partly sharing Guarine's unjust judgment upon 
him, l^ eren llEtemng to it. "Welcome, my trusty 
Vidal," he siud ; " thou bast been the raven that 
fed OS in the mountains of Wales, be now the dore 
who brings us good tidings from the marches. 
^Thou art silent. What mean these downcast 
lookft— that embarrassed carriage;— that cap pluck- 
ed down o'er ttune eyes P — la God's name, man, 
speak ! — ^Fear not finr me — I can bear worse than 
tongue of man may telL Thou hast seen me in 
the wars of PalettiQe, when my brave fiiUowers 
fell, man by man, around me, aud when I was 
left well n^h alone — and did I blench then P — 
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■Thau hut Ken me when the ship's keel lay grs- 
$tag on the rock, and the billolra flew in foam 
over her deck — did I Wench then P— No — not 
will I now." 

'* Boast not," sud the udnBtrel, looking fixedly 
upon dm Constable, ae the fonnet assioned the 
port and countenrace ol one who seta fertune and 
faer ntmost malice at deflMKe-^" boost not, lest 
thy bands be made strong;.^ 

There was a pause of a miautc, daring which 
the group £»ined at this instant a nngnlar ^dc- 
tnre. Airmd to ask, yet athnned to teem to kax 
the ill tidings which impended, the ConstaMe con* 
fronted hia messenger with person erect, arms 
folded, and lirow expanded with resohition ; while 
the minstrel, carried beyond bis usual and gnsrded 
^thy bj the intetest of the moment, bent on his 
master a keen fixed glance, as if to observe whe- 
ther bis courage was real or assmned. 

Philip Guarine, on the other hand, to whom 
heaven, in asngning him a roi^h exterior, had de- 
nied BHther sense nor obserration, kept bis eye in 
torn flmly fixed on Vidal, as if endearouring to 
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detennine vlut wu the character of that dCep 
interest wluch (Reamed in the minstrel's loolu 
•pparently, and was uncertun whether it was 
thatt of a ^thfiil domestic sympathetically 8g;i- 
tated by the bad news with which be was aboot 
to afflict bis master, or that tf an executionCT 
standing with his knife suspended over his lic- 
tuUf deftsTing' f>i* blow nntil he should asoer- 
tun where it would be most sensibly filt In 
Gruaiine's oittmon, prqo^ced, pexhaps, by thie 
previoos t^^dnion be had enteitwned, die latts 
^Mntiment so decidedly jn^dominated, that he 
longed to raise his staff, and strike down to the 
earth the servant, who seined tfans to ei^oy the 
protracted sufferings of tbeir common masto'- 

At length a oonvnlsiTe moronent cro Mc d the 
brow of the Constable, and Gruarine, wh«i he be- 
held a saidomc smile begin to coil VidaTs lip, 
could keep oloice no loiter. *' Vidal," he said, 
" thou art a "" 

" A bearer of bad tidings," * said Vidal, inte- 
rupting him, *' therefore sulgect to the misccsi- 
Btniction of evcsy fool who caimot M^t^pfith be< 



D,o,i,7.<iT,Google 



TALE I. THE nETROTHlfD. 859 

tween the author ofhamigUid him who unwilHiig> 
ly repeats it." 

" To what pnrpose this delay F" said the Cod- 
itable. " Come, Sir Minstrel, I will gpare yoa a 
pug — ^Eveline has forsaken and forgotten ne P" 

The minettel assented by a low inclination. 

Hogo de Lacy paced a short turn before the 
atone monnmcoit, endeavouring to conquer the 
deep emotion which he felt. " I forgire her," ht 
atdd. " For^Te, did I say ? — ^Alas ! I have 
nothing to forgive. She used but the right I left 
in her hand — yes — our date of engagement waa 
out — she had heard (^ my losses — my defeats — 
the destruction of my hopes — the expenditure of 
my wealth ; and has taken the first opportunity 
which strict law afforded, to break off her engage- 
ment with one bankrupt in fortune and fame. 
Many a maiden would hare done, — perhaps in pru- 
dence should hare done,— this;— ^ut thatwoman^t 
name should not have been Evdine Berenger." 

He leuied on his esquire's arm, and for an in- 
stant liud his head on his shoulder with a depth of 
emotion which Guarine had never before seen him 
betray, and which, in awkward kindness, he could 
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obIj attempt to console by bidding hi* tuBBter V be 
of good courage — ^he had lost but a womim.* 

" TbiB Ib no sdfiih emotioa, Philip," said the 
Cmfltafale, returning Klf-command. " I griare 
leas that she has left me, than that she has mis- 
judged me— that she has treated me as the pawn- 
broker does his wietehed creditor, vho arrests the 
pledge as the rery moment elapses within which it 
might have been relieved. Did she then think that 
I in my torn vouldhaTe been a creditor so rigid?— 
dut I, vho, sinee I knew her, scarce deemed my- 
self worthy of her when I had wealth and fame, 
•honld iiudst oa her shaprg my dioiinisbed and 
d^iraded fortunes ? How little she ever knew me, 
or how selfish must she have supposed my misfiir- 
tunestohave made met But be it so— she is gone, 
and may she be happy. The thought that she 
disturbed me shall pass &om my mind ; and I will 
think she has done that which I myself, as her 
best friend, must in honour have advised.^ 

So saying, his countenance, to the sorprise of 
his attendants, resumed its usual firm c<Hnpo- 
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" I ff,Ye yon joy," nud the esqaire, in a whii- 
per to the minstrel ; " your evil news have Toimd- 
ed less deeply than, doubtless, yoa beheved vas 
possible." 

" Alas !" replied the tntiutrel, *' I have others 
and worse behind." 

This answer was made in an equivocal tone of 
VOTce, corresponding to the peculiarity of his man- 
ner, and like that seeming emotion of a deep bat' 
very doubtful character. 

" Eveline Berengcr is then married," sidd the 
ConstaUe ; " and, let me make a wild guess, — 
she has not abandoned the family, though she has 
forsakm the individual— she is still a Lacy, ha 7 
— Doltthat thou art, wilt tboanotunderstandme? 
She is married to Damian de Lacy— to my ne- 
phew." 

The effinrt with which the Constable gave breath 
to this supposition formed a strange contrast to 
the constrained smile to which he compelled his 
features while he uttered it. With such a smile 
a man about to drink poison might name a health, 
as he put the fttal beverage to hit lips. 

" No, my lord — ^not married,^ answered the 
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mimtrel, witTi an empbans on the vim^ which 
the Constable knew how to interpret 

*' No, QO,^ he replied qmckly, *' not married, 
perhi^, but engi^ed — troth-plighted. Where- 
fore not ? The date of htr old affiance was ou^ 
why not enter into a new engagement ?" 

" The Lady Eveline and Sir Damlan de Lacy 
are not tiffiaoced that I know' of," answered hia 
Attendant. 

This reply drove De Lacy'i patience to extre- 
mity. 

" Dog ! dost thou trifle with me F" he exchura- 
ed :" Vile wire-|Hncher, thou tortureBt me. Speak 
the wwst at once, or I will presently make thee 
minstrel to the household of Satan." 

Calm and collected did the minstrel reply,— 
" The Lady Eveline and Sir Damisn arenmther 
married nor affianced, my lord. They have loved 
and lived tt^ther par amours.'' 

" Dog, and son of a dog, thou liest '."" And, 
seising the minstrel by the breast, the euspera- 
ted boron shook him with hia whole strength. 
But, great as that strength was, it was unable to 
stagger Vidal, a practised wrestler, in the firm- 
posture which he had assumed, any more than his 
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maeter^B wmth could distuA the composuie of the 
nunatrers bearing. 

" Confess thou hast lied,* said the Constable, 
releanng lum, after having effected by his Tio> 
lence no greater degree of j^tation than the ex.' 
ertion of hnman force produces upon the Rock- 
ing Stones of the Druids, which may be shaken, 
indeed, but not displaced. 

" Were a lie to buy my own life, yea, the lives 
of all my tribe,^ aud the minstrel, " I would not 
tell one. But truth itself is ever tenned false- 
hood when it counteracts the train of our pas- 

" Hear him, Philip Guaiino, hear him !" «x. 
churned the Constable, turning hastily to his 
squire: " He tells meofmy disgrace— of the dis- 
honour of my house — of the depravity of those 
whom I have loved the best in the world, — he 
tells me of it with a calin look, an tye composed, 
an unfaltering tongue. Is this— can it be na- 
tural ? Is Be Lacy sunk so low, that his dis- 
honour shall be told by a common strolling min- 
strel, as calmly as if it were a theme for a vun 
ballad ? Perhaps thou wilt make it one, hs T as 
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** Psriiajw I nuglit, my lofd," said Vidi]» 
" woe it not that I must record theicin th» dis- 
gtaoe of Kcnaolt Vidal, 'who anyed « lend vitb- 
ont ^her patiaice to bear insulta and wrongs, vt 
wpnt to leresge theaa on the satfaoTs of hit 
■bame." 

" Thou art rfgbt, tboa artti^t, good ftllow," 
aiid the ConBtaUebartilj ; "it is vengeance now 
alone vluch is kfi us."— And yet upon wbom ■" 

Aa be ipobe, be lolked shortly and baatily to 
and fro; and, becoming suddenly idlent, atood 
aliU ffnJ viuDg bia hands with deep frnf^A?* 

" I told thee," asid the minstrel to Gnarinc^ 
" that my news would find a tender part at la^t. 
Doat tbon remcmbar the bull-%ht we saw in 
Spain? — A thouaand little darts perplexed and 
annoyed the noble amnul, creberecttTedtbelaat 
deadly throit&om the lance of the Moorish cavk' 
Ikx." 

*' Han, or fiokd, be which thon wilt,^ rqdied 
Gnaiiue, " that canst thus drink in with pleasure 
and eoHtemplate at yoor ease, the misery of aa- 
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other, I Ind thee bew«re of me ! Uttai thy cold 
taunts in Eome other ear ; (or if my tongue be 
bhmt, I wear a sword that is sharp enough." 

** Thou hast seen me among swords," tuw 
swered the minstrel, " and knowesthow little ter^ 
rot they bare for such as I am." Yet as he 
spolce he drew off fiom the esquire. He had, in 
fact, only addressed him in that sort of fulness of 
heart, which would hare vented itself in soliloquy 
if alone, and now poured itself out on the nearest 
au^tot, without the ape^er bdng entirely can* 
scious of the sentiments which his speech ex- 
cited. 

Few minutes had elapsed ht£are the Constable 
of Chester had regained the calm external s«n- 
Uance with which, until this last dreadfiil wound, 
he had borne all the inflictions of fiirtune. He 
tumed towards his foUowers, and addr«sed the 
nuottrel with his uaoal calmness. *' Thou art 
ri^t, good ftllow," he said, " in what thou saidst 
to me but now, and I ftn^Te thee the taunt which 
accompanied thy good counseL Speak out, in 
God's name ! and spent to cue prepared to endure 
the evil which God hath sent him. Certes,agood 
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Imi^t ii best known in battle, tad. » Chriitin in 
the time of trouble ind nAremtj.'" 

The tone in which the ConstsUe ipoke, eeemed 
to produce a coReaponding effect up(»i the de- 
portment of his lidlowen. The minstrd dropped 
at once the cynical and audacious taae in which 
be had hitherto seemed to tamper with the pai- 
auMU of bia master ; and, in language simple and 
respectful, and which evcm approached to sym- 
pathy, informed him t£ the evil news winch he 
had collected during his absence. It waa indeed 
diaastnnu. 

The refosal of the Lady Eveline Benstger to 
admit Monthermec and hie fiirces into her castle, 
had of course given circulation and credence to all 
the fltifnniwF whid had been circulated to her 
pngodioe, and that of Damtan de Lacy ; and there 
were many who, ibr various causes, wcxe intcKst- 
ed in spreading and supporting these slandeA. A 
large force had been sent into the country to sub- 
due the insurgent peasants ; and the knights and 
nobles dispatched fiir that purpose, fidled not to 
avenge to the uttermost, upoa the wretdied ple- 
beians, the noble Uood which they bad s^nlled 
during their temporary triumph. 
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The followers of the onfortunate Wenlock were 
infected with the same persuaBion. Blamed by 
many for a hasty and cowardly surrender of a post 
which might have been defended, they endeavour- 
ed to Tindicate themselTes hj alleging the hoBtile 
demonstrations of De Lacy*s cavalry as the Bole 
cause of tbeir premature submission. 

These rumours, supported by such interested 
testimony, spread wide and far through the land, 
and, jinned to the undeniable fact that Damian 
had sought refiige in the strong castle of Garde 
]>oloureuHe, which was now defending itself i^unsl; 
the royal arms, animated the numerous enemies of 
the house of De Lacy, and drove its vassals and 
fiiends almost to despair, as men reduced either to 
disown their feudal allegiance, or renounce that 
still more sacred fealty which they owed to th«r 
sovereign. 

At this crids they received intelligeice that 
the wise and active monarch by whom the sceptre 
of England was then swayed, was moving towards 
that part of England, at the bead of a large body 
of soldiers, for the purpose at once cf pressing the 
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■i^ at the Gtrde Doloureuse, and comf^tmg the 
nippressioii of the tnstinrection of tfae peasutr^, 
which Guy Monthermet had neuly accmnplished. 
In this emei^ency, and vhen the Mends txiA 
dependants of the Hoiue of Lacy scarce kseir 
vhich faaod to turn to, Randal, the Constable'a 
Idnsinao, and, after Damian, his heiri suddenly 
appeared amongst them, with a royal commission 
to raise and command such fetlowers of the family 
as might not deore to he inv<dTed in the Eruppoeed 
treason of the Con8taUe''8 dcl^ate. In troublesome 
times, men's vices are forgotten, so they display ac- 
tivity, courage, and prudence, the virtues then most 
required ; and the appearance of Bandal, who 
was by no means deficient in any of Uiese attri- 
butes, was received as a good omen by the follow- 
ers of hb cousin. Tbey quickly gathered around 
him, surrendered to the roy^ mandate such 
strong-holds as they possessed, and, to vindicate 
thansdves from any partirapation in the alleged 
crimes of Damian, they distinguished tiianselves, 
tntder Iluidal''s command, against such scattered 
bodies of peasantry as still kept the field, or lurked 
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in the mountainB and paraei ; and conducted them- 
selrea with sodt seycxity Bftei succeas, as nsde the 
troops even of Month^rmer appear gentle and 
dement in compariMOi with those of De Lacjr. 
Finally, with the banner of hie andent home dis- 
played, and five hundred good men assembled 
under it, Randal atqteared before the Garde Do- 
loureuse, and joined Heniy^s camp there. 

The castle was already hardly pressed, and the 
few defenders, disabled by wounds, watching, and 
priradon, had now the additional discouragement 
to see displayed agunst their walls the only ban- 
ner in En(^d, under which they had hoped 
finces might be moateied fitr thor ud. 

The high-spuited entreaties of Eveline, unbent 
by adTera^ and wast, gradually lost efiect on the 
defenders of the castle ; and proposals for surren- 
der were urged and discussed l^ a tumultuary 
council, into which not only the inferior officers, 
but many of the common men had thrust them- 
selves, as in a period of such general distress as 
unlooses all the bonds of disdpUne, and leaves 
each man at liberty to speak and act for himself- 
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To thdr surpriK, in the midst of their discuiuoiM, 
Ditnian de Lscy> anaea from the sick-bed to 
which he had been bo loi^ confined, appeared 
among them, pate and feeble, Mb cheek tinged 
with the ghastly look which ia left by long iUnesi 
—■he leaned on his page AmeloL " Gentlemeai," 
he said, " and soldiera — ^yet why should I call you 
either ? — Gaitlemen are ever ready to die in be- 
half of a lady— soldiers hold life in scorn compared 
to their honour.^ 

*< Out upon him ! out upon him T exclaimed 
Mme of the Boldios, intemipdng lum ; " he would 
have uB, who are innocent, die the death of trai- 
tors, and be hanged in our armour ot» the walls, 
radwr than part with his leman." 

*' Peace, irreverent slave !" said Damian, in a 
Toice like thunder, " or my last blow shall be a 
mean one, aimed ^juost such a caitiff as thou art 
And you," he continued, addresmng the rest, — 
" you, who are shrinking &om the toils of your 
proftsaion, because death may close them a few 
yean sooner than it needs must— you, who ate 
scaled like diildreii at the oght of a deathVhead, 
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do not ntppose that Damiui de Lacy would denrc 
to shelter himself «t the expense of those Urea 
vhidi you hold bo dear. Make youi ba^un with 
King Henry. Deliver me up to his justice, or his 
seventy ; or, if you like it better, strike my head 
fiom my body, and hurl it, as a peace«&ring, 
firom the walls of the castle. To God, is his good 
time, will I trust for the clearance of mine honour. 
In a word, surrender me, dead or alire, or open 
the gates and permit me to surrender myself. 
Only as ye are men, since I may not say better of 
ye, care at least for the safety of your mistress, 
and make such tenns as may secure bee sa&ty, 
and save yourselves from the dishonour of be- 
ing hdd cowardly and peijured caicifb in your 
graves." 

" Methinks the youth speaks well and reason- 
ably,^ sud Willdn Flammock. " Let us e'en 
make a grace of surrendering his body up to the 
King, and assure thereby such terms as we can for 
ourselves-and the lady, ere the last morsel of our 
[OOTinon is consumed." 

" I would hardly have proposed this measure," 
uiA, or rather mumbled. Father Aldrovaod, wha 
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hid teetntlj lost (oar of hia front teeth by a ttoiM 
from a sling,—" yet, being n generously ofiered 
by the party prindpslly concerned, I hold vith 
the leRTued BchoUast> VoUttH turn fit injuria."" 

" Priest and Flenung,^ said the old banner- 
nun, Ralph Genvil, " I Me hov the vind itir- 
reth you ; but you decdve yourselves if you think 
to make our young master. Sir Damian, a scape- 
goat for your light lady.^Nay, nerer frown not 
fiune. Sir Damian ; if you know not your safest 
course^wekBow it for yoD.— Followers of De Lacy, 
throw yonrselTes on your horses, and two men on 
one, if it be necessary— we will take this stubborn 
boy in the mldat of us, and the dainty squire 
Amelot shall be prisoner too, if he trouble us with 
his peevish opposition. Then let us moke a &ir 
sally upon the siegers. Those who can cut their 
way through will do welt enough ; those who &11, 
will be provided for." 

A shout from the troopeta of Lacy's band i^ 
proved this proposal Whilst die followers of Be- 
renger expostulated in loud and angry tone, Eve- 
line, summoned hy the tumiilt, in vun endeavour- 
ed to Kppaae it ; and the anger and entreftie* of 
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Damiau were equally lost on hia followers. To 
each aaA either the answer was Ae same. 

" Have you no care of it — Becotue you love 
par amours, is it reasonabls you should throw 
away your life uid ours P" So exclaimed Genvll 
to De Lacy ; and in softer language, but with 
equal obstinacy, the fbllowers of Raymond Beren- 
ger refused on the present occasion to listen to the 
commands or prayers of his daughter. 

Wilkin Flammock had retreated from the tu- 
mult when he saw the turn which matters had 
taken. He left the castle by a sally-port, of which 
he had been entrusted with the key, and proceed- 
ed without observation or opposition to the royal 
camp. This was easily obtained, and' Wilkin 
speedily found himself in the presence of King 
Henry. The monarch was in his royal pavilion, 
attended by two of his sons, Richard and John, 
who afterwards swayed the sceptre of England 
with very different auspices. 

" How now P — What art tliou ?" was the royal 
question. 

" An honest man, from the castle of the Garde 
DolouTeuse." 
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. " Tium ma^'st be honest," replied the Sore- 
T^pi, ** bat thou contest tiaa a nest of tnutOTs." 
" Sue^ «8 they ure, my Imd, it is my purpose 
to pat them at your royal dispoeal ; foi they hxve 
no loiq^ the visdom to guide thcmBclTes, and 
lack alike [uaideDce to hold out, and grace to sub< 
tnit. But I would first Jmoir of your grace, to 
what terms you will admit the defenders of yonder 



" To each as kbgs pre to trutors," said 
Henry, Uenily — " sharp kiuves uid tough oords." 

** Nay, my gracious lord, you must be kinder 
than that amounts to, if the castle is to be rendered 
1^ my means; else will your cords and knives have 
only my poor body to work upon, and you will be 
as far as ever from the inside of the Garde Do* 
loureuse." 

The King looked at him fixedly. " Thou 
knowest," he said, *' the law of arms. Heto, joo- 
voBt-marshal, stands a traitor, and yondcar stands 
a tree." 

" And here is a throat,^ said the stout-hearted 
Flootting, unbuttoning the collar of his doublet. 

" By mine honour," said Prince Richard, " a 
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Mtatdj «nd &ilhliil yeeiaui t It wen bettev Mni 
such fdtovs tbeir diuier, aad that buflet it out 
with them for tha castle, than to starve t^m m 
the b^gorly Frenchnen ftjuiah their hooads.* 

" Peace, Richard,^ aa^ his father ; " thy wit 
IB ovCT green, and thy hkiod ov» hot, to stake thee 
my eoimadlor here.— And yoo, knaTe, speak you 
some reasonable terms, and we will not be ova 
strict with thee.** 

" First, then,^ s«d the Fleming, " I stipidate 
full and ftee pardon for life, Smh, body, and goods, 
to me, WHkin Flammook, and my dao^tet 
Rose." 

" A true Fleming,*' sud Prince Jdin ; " be 
takes care of himself in the first instance.** 

** Hia re^oest,** said the King, " is ressotuble. 
What next P" 

" Safety, in life, honoai, and land, for the d«- 
moisdlc £Teline BereBger." 

*' How, sir knaTe," said the King, aagnly, *' is 
it for such as tfaon to ^ctate to our judgment or 
clCTicncy in the case of a noble Norman lady ? 
Confine thy mediation to such as thyself; or ra- 
ther render us this castle without farther delay ; 
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and be asnmd tby dung m> will be (^ more ur- 
Tice to tbe traiton witllin, Han v^As mote of r&- 
■utance, vliicb must and eIuJI be booUess." 

The Fleming stood silent, unwil^g to sunen- 
dtt vithout some spedfie terms, yet half convinced, 
from the ntofttion in wludi he had left the garrison 
of the Garde Dolomeiue, that his admitliDg the 
King's forces would be, perhaps, the best he could 
do (or Lady Eveline. 

" I like thy fideUty, fellow,^* sud the King, 
whose acute eye peredved the struggle in the Fle- 
ming's bosom ; " but carry not thy stubbonmess 
too far. Have we not said we will be gradous to 
yonder offenders, aa fitr as our royal duty wUl per- 
m»?" 

" And, royal father," said Prince John, intcr- 
posiDg, " I pray you let me have the grace to take 
first possesutm of the Gsjrde Dolouieuse, and tbe 
wardship or forfeiture of the offenduig lady." 

" / pray you also, my royal father, to grant 
John's boon," said his brother Richard, in a tone 
of mockery. '* Consider, royal &ther, it is the first 
desire he hath shewn to approach the baniws of 
the castle, though we have attacked ih&a forty 
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dmei «t letBt Many, cross-bow and nuDgonel 
were busy on the fbraner occaaioHs, snd it u lik* 
they will be rilent now." 

*' Peace, Richard," said the King ; '< your words 
fuerce my heart— John, thou bast thy boon aa 
concerns the castle ; for this unhappy young lady, 
we will take her in our own charge. — Flooing, 
how many men wilt thou undertake to admit ?* 

Ere Flammock could answer, a squire appioacb- 
ed Prince Richard, and whiqiered in hit ear, yet 
so as to be heard by aU present, " We have dii- 
coyered that some internal disturbance, or othec 
cause unknown, has withdrawn many of the war- 
ders from the castle walls, and that a sudden at- 
tack might " 

" Dost thou hear that, John P" exchumed Rich- 
ard. " Ladders, man— ^get ladders, and to the 
wall- How I should delight to see thee on the 
highest round — thy knees shaking — thy hands 
gtasjnng convulsiTely, hke those ^f one in an ague 
fit — all fur aroond thee, save a batton or two of 
wood — the moat below— half « do«n pikes at thy 

throat ^ 

*' Peace, Richard, fi» shame, if not fat ch». 
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nl7," aM his fiuber, in s tone of anger, min^^ 
viA grief. " And tbou, John, get ready for the 
uuult.'' 

" So soon n I hsve put on my mnmu, &4ber,'" 
amweied the Prince, and wtthdnw slowly, tod 
vidi a visage bo Uank as to promise no ^>eed in 
hia prepantiona. 

His brother laughed as he retired, ood said to 
his squire, " It were no bad jest, Alberidc, to 
cany the place ere John eon change Us rilk dou- 
Uet tar a steel one." 

So sayii^, he hastily withdrew, and hia &thet 
exdaimed in paternal ^stress, " Out, alas i as 
much too hot as his l«other is too cold ; but it is the 
manlier fault. — Gloucester," aaid he to that cele- 
brated earl, " tidce sufficient strength and fellow 
Prince Richard, to guard md sustain him. If 
any one can rule him, it must be a kn^t of thy 
AstabUshed fiune. Alas, alas ! ibr what sin have 
I deserved ^e affliction of these cruel fiunily 
ftodsr 

" Be comforted, my lord," snd the cbancdlon 
who was also in attendance. 

" Speak not of-comfiHrt to a &tber, whose tons 
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are st discord with eacli other, and agree only in 
ihat diEobedience to him T 

Thus spoke Henry the Second, than whom no 
wiser, or, generally speaking, more fortunate mo- 
narch, ercT sat upon the throne (d £ngt«nd ; yet 
whose life is a stiiking illustnttiiHi, how fitmily dis- 
sensions can taraish the most brilliant lot to which 
Hearm permits humanity to aspire ; twd how 
little gratified atnUtion, extended pow^, and the 
behest reputation in war and in peace, can do 
towards cmii^; the wounds of domestic affliction. 

The sudden uid fiery attack of Richard, who 
basteoed to the escalade at the head of a score of 
followers, collected at random, had the complete 
ellect of surprise ; and having surmountied the 
walls widi thdr ladders, the aestulants burst vpvit 
the gates, and admitted Gloucester, who had has- 
tily followed with a strong body of men-at-annB. 
Tbe garrison, in thdr state of surprise, contu- 
sion, and disunion, o^ed but little lesistaace, 
and would have been put to the sword, and the 
place plnnda%d, had not Henry himself «itered 
it, and by his personal exertions and iwthority, 
restrained the excesses of the dissolute soldiery. 
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The King conducted himself, conaidering the 
times and the prorocatioD, with laudxUe modera- 
tion. He contented himself with disarming and 
diamiasing the common soldietB, giving tliem 
some triile to carry them out of the country, lest 
want should lead them to facm themselves into 
bands of robIm«. The officers were more seTer»> 
ly treated, being for the greater part thtown into 
dungeon^ to alude the course of the kw. In pn^ 
ticular, impntonment was the lot <£ Damiau cte 
Laqr, i^ainat whom, bdicving the Taiioiu dunges 
with which he was loaded, Hesuy was ao hi^y 
iocoised, that he purposed to make him m ex~ 
ample to all false Itnigtua and disloyal sulgeds. 
To the Lady Evcdine Bocnger be aasigued her 
own apartment as a prison, in which she was ho- 
nourably attended by Boee and Alice, but guard- 
ed mib the. atmoBt stnctness. It was genendly 
reported that ha demesnes would be declared a 
forfeiture to the crown, and bestowed, at least in 
part, upon Kandal de Ijuy, who had daw good 
sendee during the siege. Her person, it wai 
tbouj^t, wu destined to the seduuon of some 
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digtsnt French nunnery, where she might at lei- 
Buxe repent her of her follies and her rashness. 

Father Aldrovand was delivered up to the da- 
dpline of his convent, long expeiience having very 
effectually taught Henry the imprudence of in- 
filling od the privileges of the church; althou^, 
when the King first bebdd him with a rusty cors- 
let clasped over his frock, he with difficulty te- 
preased the wish to cause him be banged over the 
batdements, to preadi to the rav^is. 

With Wilkin Flammock, Henry held much 
con&rence, pardcolarly on the subject of manttfac< 
tures and commerce ; on which the sound-beaded, 
though blunt^spoken Fleming, was well qualified 
to instruct an intelligent monarch. " Thy inten-i- 
tions," he sud, " shall not be forgotten, good fel- 
low, though they have beeo anticipated by the 
headlong valour of my son Bichard, which has 
cost some poor caitiffs their lives — Bichard lives 
not to sheath a bloodless weapon. But thou and 
thy countrymen shall return to thy mills yonder, 
with a fill! pardon for past offences, so that you 
meddle no more with such treasonable matters.'" 

"And our privil^es and duties, my liega P" said 
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' Yoor M»jeBty knows well we aie 
Tunla to tbe lord of this castle, and niut fi^k>w 

' " It diiU BO longer be so,*" lud Henry ; " I 
wUl bnn s oonunmuty of Flemings bere, and 
dion, FUmoKM^ shak be Mayor, that then niay''st 
not pted feudal obeJenc e far a icbqiee into trea- 
aan." 

** Tteaaon, my liege !" «ud Flammock, long- 
ing, yet scarce ventnring, to intopose a -wmA in 
behalf of Lady Svetine, for wbom, de8{ato the 
ctmrtitutional ctddoess of his tanpenuneait, he 
really felt mudi interest—" I would that your 
Grace bat justly knew how many threads went to 
that woof." 

*' Feace^ siirah !— ^neddle with yonr loom,'" 
■nd Henry ; " and if we deign to speak to tbee 
eoncenung the mechanical arts whidi thou dost 
profess, take it for no wnrwit to intrude fivdier 
cm onr ^Hnacy." 

The Flaaing rctind, Fefaoked, and in silence ; 
and tbe fate of the unb^^ piismcTB remmned in 
the Kiiig> bosom. He himsdf took up his lod- 
fpag in the cattle of the Garde D<douiease> as a 
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convenient station for sending abroad parties to 
suppress end extinguish all the embers of rebel- 
lion ; and so active was Randal de Lacy on these 
occafflons, that he appeared daily to rise in the 
King^s grace, and was gratified with considerable 
grants ont of the domains of Bercnger and Lacy, 
which the King seemed already to treat as forfeit- 
ed property. Most men considered this growing 
favour of Randal as a perilous omen, both tor the 
life of young De Lacy, and for the fate of the un- 
fortunate Eveline. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

A * nw, ■ TOW — I htTB k io« In bmven. 
Shall I bdog pojoi)' upuD mj fOul ? 
No, not for Venice. 

Merdumte/Veiike. 



The conclusion of the last chapter conbdns the 
tidings with whidi the minstrel greeted his UO' 
happy master, Hugo de Lacy ; not indeed with 
tlie same detail of circumstances with which we 
have been able to invest the narrative, but so as 
to inier the general and appalling facts, that his 
betrothed bride, and beloved and trusted kinsman, 
had leagued together for his dishonour— Jiad raised 
the banner of rebellion against thnr lawful sove- 
reign, and, failing in their audadous attempt, had 
broi^ht the life of one of them, at least, into the 
moat imminent danger, and the fortunes of the 
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Houae of Lacy, iml«a tome insbuit remedj could 
be fimad, to the very ve^e of min. 

Vidal marked the countenance c^ his mast^ as 
he spoke, with the same keen observation which 
the diinugeon ^res to the progresB of his diasecC- 
ing kniie. There was grief on the CoiutaUe's 
festnrea—deep grief— but vithout Uie expression 
of abasement or prostration, which usually accom- 
panies it ; there was anger and sfaam^— but they 
were both of a noble character, seeming exdted by 
his Inide and nephew*s trani^^Tesung the laws of 
alle^ance, honour, and virtue, rather than by the 
di^ace and damage which he himself sustained 
through their crime. 

The minstrd was so much astonished at this 
change of deportment, from the sensitive acuteness 
of ^ony which attended the beginning of his nar- 
rative, that he stepped back two paces, and gazing 
on the Constable with wonder, mixed with admi- 
ration, exdatmed, " We have heard (^martyrs in 
Palestine, but this exceeds them.'' 

" Wonder not so much, good friend," said the 
Constable, patiently ; " it is the Bist blow of the 
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faaeeor maoB which picnes or ■ftnw ttoae whidi 
foUov i» litde frit." 

'« Thmk, my Ind,^ bu4 VidaU " »11 is lost— 
Ion, domiBim, Ugh office, ind briglrt {one — «q 
bM a ducfoBMig nobles — aov a poor palmer.'" 

" Wouldrt ihaa make sport with Iny misery P"^ 
nid Hugo, atendy ; *' bnt even that comes of 
course behind my bade, sod why should it not be 
cndoied whes said to my fine ? — Know, tboii 
■imtiel* and pot it in mng, if you tist, that ^aga 
de Lacy, hariog lost all he canied to Paleatiae, 
and all which he kft at hon«» is a^ lord of hia 
own mind ; and adrersty caa no nare shak* him, 
than the breese which stiipa the oak e£ its leaves 
can tear up the trunk by the roots." 

" Now, fay the tomb of my ftther,^ said the 



too mudi fiu my rosolTe T and stepping has^ to 
the Constdile, he kneded on one knee, and caught 
his hand more &cely than the state maintained by 
men of De I.acy''B rsik usually permitted. 

" Here,^ said Vidal, " on this hand — this noble 
hand — I renounce '^ 

But eie he could utter another word, Hugo de 
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Lacy, who, peilii^ felt the freodam of the adioa 
as an intnuion on hia fallen cooditim, jmllad back 
his bond, and bid the miBttKl, with a iteni &ovn, 
arise, and lemanbor that nuafivtune made not De 
Lacy a fit personage for a nununeiy. 

Renault Vidal rose tebuked. " I had fi^ot," 
he said, " the distance between an Aimwiean 
vw3et Kod a high Norman ban». I diouj^ that 
the same depth of sorrow, Ae same butat of joj, 
lerdled, far a moment at least, those artificial bar- 
rieia by which men are divided. But it is wdl as 
it is. lAve within the limits of your rank, as here, 
tofore within your donjrai tower and your &sses, 
my lord, undisturbed by the sympathy of any 
mean man like me. I, too, have my duties to du- 
change." 

" And now to the Garde Doloureosc," said die 
baron, turning to Flulip Guarine — " God knoweth 
how well it deserreth the nanae I — there to learn, 
with our own eyes and ears, the truth c^ these wo- 
iiil ti^gs. Dismount, minstawl, and give me tfay 
palfrey — I would, Guarine, that I had one for thee 
— as fiir Vidal, his attendance is less necessary. I 
will face my toes, or my misfortunes, Uke s maiH- 
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that be assured o^ violer ; and look not so sullen, 
knave— I will nat fo^t old adherents." 

" One of them, at least, will not forget you, my 
k>rd," replied the minstrel, with his usual dulnoua 
tone of look and nnphasii. 

But just as the Constable was about to prick 
forwards, two persons appeared on the path, 
mounted on one horse, who, hidden by some dwarf- 
wood, had come very near them, without being 
permved. They were male and female ; and the 
xaan, who rode foremost, was such a picture of fa- 
mine, as the eyes of the pilgrims had scarce witness- 
ed in all the wasted lands through which they had 
tnvdled. His features, uaturally ^larp and thin, 
had disappeared among the uncombed gre^ beard 
and hairs with which they were overshadowed i 
and it was but the glimpse of a long nose, that 
seemed as sharp as the edge of a kbife, and the 
twinkling glimpse of his grey eyes, which gave any 
intimation of his lineaments. His leg, in the wide 
old boot which inclosed it, showed like the handle 
of a mop left by chance in a washing-pail — his 
arms were about the thickness of riding, rods — and 
such parts of his person as were not concealed by 
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the tatters of a huntsman's cassock, seemed rather 
the appoidi^es of a mummy than a live man. 

The female who eat t»hmd this spectre ezhi- 
iKted also some symptoms of extenuaUon ; but be- 
ing a brave jolly dame naturally, famine had not 
been able to render her a spectacle so meM as the 
anatomy behind which she rode. Dame Gillian's 
cheek (for it was the reader's old acquaintance) 
had indeed lost the rosy hue of good cheer, and 
the smoothness of cDmidradon, which art and easy 
' living bad fimnerly substituted for the more deli- 
cate bloom of yoath ; her eyes were sunken, and 
bad lost much of their bold and roguish lustre ; 
but she was still in some measure herself, and the 
remnants of fonoer finery, together with the tight- 
drawn scarlet hose, though sorely faded, shewed 
still a Tonnant of coquettish pretension. 

So soon SB she came within sight of the piU 
grims, she began to punch Raoul with the end of 
her riding-rod. " Try thy new trade, man, dnce 
tbou art un£t for any other — to the good men— to 
them^-crave their charity." 

" B^ &om b^gars P — " muttered Raoul ; " that 
were hawking at sparrows, dame." 

VOL. II. I 
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'* It will bring our band in luc though," uid 
Gitliaa; «idcoiBmraced,iiift«hiiiiDgtane, " God 
lore joa, holy men, who hare had the grace to go 
to the Holy Land, and, what u more, have bad 
the grace to come back again; I pray, b^tow 
■ome of your ahns upon my pour old Inubaadi 
who u a mioenUe object, ^ you aee, and uptm 
ooe vho hai the bad hicic to be hia wifer-HepTeD 
help me .'" 

" Peace, woman, and heai what I hare to aay ^ 
Hud the Conatalde, laying his hand upon the 
bridle of the hone—" I have present occarirai for 
that hone, and — — " 

" By the honting-luvn of St Hubert, but thou 
gettest him not without Uows i** aoawered the 
old huntsman. " A fine world it is, when paL 
Dteratum hora&atealen." 

" Peace, fellow T said the CtmstsUe, Btemly, 
— ~" I say I have occanon presently for the service 
of thy horse. Here be two gold besants for a day's 
use of the Imite : it is wdl worth the fee simple of 
him, were he oevet retnmed.'* 

" But the pal&ey is an old acquaintance, mas- 
ters," said Raoul ; and if perchance " 
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" Out Upon if and perchanee both,'" Kud die 
dame, giving her husband bo determined a thruat 
as wdl nigh pushed him out of the saddle. " Off 
the horse ! and thank God and this worthy man 
for the help he has sent us in extremity. What 
si^iifieB the palfrey, vfaen we have not enough to 
get food either for the brute or ourselves? not 
though we would eat grass and com with him, like 
King Somebody, whom the good father used to 
read us to steep about.'" 

" A tnice with your prating, dame,** sud Raoul, 
ofiering bis assistance to help her from the croupe ; 
but she preferred that of Guarine, who, though 
advanced in years, retained the advantage of his 
stout soldierly figure. 

" I humbly thank your goodness,'' said she, as, 
having first kissed her, the squire set her on the 
ground. " And, pray, sir, are ye come from the 
Holy Land P— Heard ye any tidings there of him 
that was Constable of Chester 7" 

He Lacy, who was engaged in removing the pU- 
Hen from hcliind the saddle, stopped short in Us 
taak, and said, " Hs, dame ! what would you with 
him?" 
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" A great deal, good palmer, sn I could light 
on him; for his lands and offices are all to be 
giveiii it's like, to that false thief, his kinsman.'" 

" What !^-to Damian, his nephew ?^ exclaim- 
ed the ConstaUe, in a harsh and hasty tone. 

'* Lwd, how you startle me, sir !^ sud Gillian ; 
then continued, turning to Philip Guarine, " Your 
friend is a hasty man, belike." 

" It is the fault of the sun he has lived under 
so long "said the squire; "but look youanswet bis 
questions truly, and be will make it the better for 
you." 

Gillian instantly to<^ the hint. " Was it Da- 
mian de Iiacy you asked after ? — Alas ! poor 
young gentleman ! no offices or lands (or him — 
more likely to have a gallows-cast, poor lad — and 
all for nought, as I am a true dame. Damian f— 
no, no, it is not Damian, nor damson neither— 
but Randal Lacy, that must rule the roast, and 
have all the old man's lands, and livings, and lord- 
ships." 

" What ?" said the ConGtaUe — " bdbre they 
know whether the old man is dead or no ? — Me- 
thinka that were i^ainst law and reason both.^ 
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" Ay, but Randsl Lacy has brought about less 
likely matters. Look you, be hath sworn to the 
King that they have true Udings of the Constable's 
deBth--ay, and let him alone to make them sooth- 
iiut enou^, if the Constable verc once within his 
danger." 

" Indeed !" said the Constable. " But you are 
forging tales oo « noble gentleman. Come, come, 
dame, you say this because you like not Randal 
Lacy." 

" Lite him not ! — And what reason have I to 
like him, I trow P* answered Gillian. " Is it be- 
cause he seduced my simplid^ to let him into the 
castle of the Garde Doloureuse, — ay, oftener 
ihsn once or twice mtber,— wh^ he was dis- 
guised as a pedlar, and told him all the secrets of 
the fiunily, and how the boy Damian, and the girl 
Eveline, were dying of lore with each other, but 
had not couT^^ to say a word of it, for fear of the 
Constable, though he were a thousand miles off? 
— You seem concerned, worthy sir — may I offer 
your reverend worship a trifling sup irom my bot- 
tle, which is sorerdgn for tremor cordis and fits 
of the spleen f" 



T,Google 



?94 TALES OF THE CRUSADEIS. 

" No, noj" ejscuUted De L»cy— " I was but 
gtieved with the shooting of aa old wound. But, 
dsme, I warrant me this Damian and Eveline, as 
you call them, became better, cIobci fiiiende, in 
time?" 

" They .'—not they indeed, poor Eimpletoni ! 
— they wanted some wise counsellor to go between 
and advise them. For, look you, sir, if old Hugo 
be dead, as is most like, it were mote natural that 
his bride and his nephew should inherit his lands, 
than this same Randal, who is but a distant kins- 
man and a forsworn ciutiE to boot — Would you 
think it, reverend pilgrim, after the mountains of 
gold he promised me ? — When the castle waa 
taken, and he saw I could serve him no more, he 
called me old beldame, and spoke of the beadle and 
the cucking-stool. — Yes, reverend sir, old beldame 
and cucking-stool were his best words, when he 
knew I had no one to take my part, save old Raoul, 
who cannot take his own. But if grim old Hugh 
bring back his old carcase &om Palestine, and have 
but half the devil in him which he had when h» 
was fool enough to go away, Saint Mary, but I will 
do his kinsman's ofiice to him !" 
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There wu a pause «heu she had done speaking. 

" Thou Bay*st,^ at length exclaimed the C<ai- 
■table, *' that Damian de Lacy and Eveline love 
each other, yet are unconsdous of guilt, or false- 
hood, or ingratitude to me — I would say, to thw 
relative in Palestine P" 

" Lore, sir .'— ^n troth and bo it i»— they do 
lore each other," said Gillian ; " but it is hke an- 
gels — or like lambs — or liie fools, if you will ; for 
th^ would never so much as have spoken tt^e- 
ther, but for a prunk of that same Randal Lscy'sL" 

" How !" demanded the Constable—" a prank 
of Randal's ? — What motive had he that these 
two should meet ?" 

** Nay, their meeting was none of his seeking ; 
but he had formed a plan to carry off the Lady 
Eveline himself, for he was a wild rover, this same 
Randal ; and so he came disguised as a merchant 
of falcons, and tiuned out my old stupid Rsoul, 
and the Lady Eveline, and all of us, as if to the 
hawking at the heron. But he had a band of 
Welch kites in readiness to pounce upon us ; and 
but for the sudden making in of Damiui to our 
rescue, it is undetoibable to think what might 



T,Google 



SQ6 TALES or THE CBtlSADEKS. 

bare come of us ; and Damitn being hmt in the 
onslaiiglit, was carried to the Garde Doloureuse 
in mece necessity ; and but to aave hia liie, it is 
my belief my lady would never hftve aaked bim to 
cnwB the draw-bridge, even if he had offered.' 

*' Woman," said the Constable, " think what 
thoa say'st .' If thou hast done evil in these mat- 
ters bnetofore, as I suspect from thine own storjf, 
think not to put it right by a tnun of new false- 
hoods, rnxxAy from spite at misrang thy re< 
wawL" 

*' Pahner," sud old Raoul, with his broken- 
toned vtnce, cracked by many a hollo, " I am 
wont to leave the buBiDesB of tale-bearing to my 
wife Gilli&n, who will tongue-pad it with any ehrew 
in Christendom. But thou speak'st like one ha~ 
Tisg some interest in these matters, and therefore 
I will tell thee plainly, that thb woman has pub- 
lished her own shame m avowing her correspond- 
ence with that same Randal Lacy ; yet what she 
has said is true as the gospel ; and, were it my last 
word, I would say that Damian and the Lady 
Eveline are innocrat of all treason and all disbo- 
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netty, as is the babe unborn. — But what stsIIb 
iriiat the like of us say, who are eren driven ta 
the very be^ng foi mere support, after havii^ 
lived at a good house, and in a good lord's ser* 
▼ice— bleedi^ be with him !" 

" Bdt hark you," continued the ConstaUe, 
" are thexe left no ancient servants of the houae^ 
that could speak oat as well as you P* 

" Humph !" answered the huntsman—" men 
are not willing to babble when Randal Lacy is 
crscldng his thong above th^ heads. Many are 
slun, or starved to death — some disposed of— 
some spirited away. But there are the weaver 
Flammock fmd his daughter Rose, who know as 
much of the matter as we do.*" 

" What {— Wilkm Flmamock, the stout Ne- 
thertander i" said the Constable ; " he and his 
blunt but true daughter Rose P— I will venture 
my life on their faith. Where dwell they P— 
What has been their lot amidst these changes P" 

" And in Grod's name, who ore tfim that ask 
these questions P" said Dame Gillian. " Hus- 
band, husband— we have been too firee ; there is 
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MMDCtlung in that lo«k and tbat tone whidi I 
■hould remember." 

" Yea, look at me more fixedly," E«d the Con- 
atable, throwing back the hood vbich had hitherto 
in some d^ree obscured faia features. 

" On your knees — on your knees, Rsoul !*" ex- 
cbnmcd Gillian, dropping on her own at the same 
time ; " it is the ConBtable himself, and he has 
heard me call him old Hugh !" 

** It ia all that ia left of him who was the Con- 
atalde, at least,'' replied De Lacy; *' and (^ 
Hugh willingly forgives your freedom, in conu- 
deratioa of your good news. Where are Fhuo- 
moclc andliis daughter ?" 

" Rose is with the Lady Eveline," sud Dame 
Gfllian ; " her ladyship, belike, chose her for 
bower-woman in place of me, although Rose was 
never fit to attire so much as a Dutch dolL^ 

" The ffdthfulgirir said the Constable. "And 
where is Flammock P*" 

" Oh, for him, he has pardon and favour,'" sud 
Raoul ; " and is at his own house, with his rabMe 
t^ weavers, cloae beaide the Battle-lnidge, as tbc^ 
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now csU the place where yoar lordshqi quelled 
the Welch." 

'* Thither will I then," eaiA the Constable ; 
" and we will then see wh»t welcome King Henry 
of At^ou has foi an old servant. You two mutt 
accompany mc." 

" My lord,^ said Grillisn, with hesitation, " yon 
blow poor folks ste little thanked foi interfeienoe 
with great men's affairs. I trust your lordship 
will be able to protect us if we speak the truth ; 
and that you will not look back with displeasure 
on what I did, acting for the best.^ 

*' Peace, dame, with a wanion to ye !" said 
Haoul. " Will you think of your own old sin- 
ful carcase, when you should be saving your 
sweet young mistresG from shame and oppression ? 
— And for thy ill tongue, and Worse practices, 
his lordship knows they ate bred in the bone of 
thee." 

" Peace, good fellow!" said the ConstaUe; 
'' we will not look back on thy wi&'s errors, and 
your fidelity shall be rewarded. — For you, my 
fiuthfiil feUowers,'* he said, turning towards Gua- 
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rine and Vida], " when De Lacy stall receive bis 
lightB, of vhich he doubts nothing, his fiist wish 
shall be to reward your fidelity." 

" Mine, each as it is, has been, shall be, its own 
leward," sud Vidal. " I will not accept favoun 
&om him in prosperity, who, in adverBity, refused 
me his hand — our account stands yet open.^ 

" Go to, thou art a fool : but thy profession hath 
a {mvil^ to be humorous,'^ said the Constable, 
whose weather-beaten and homely fbatures looked 
even handsome, when animated by gratitude to 
Heaven and benevolence towards maoHnd. "We 
will meet," be said, *' at Battle-bridge, an hour 
bribre vespers — I shall have much aclueved be- 
fore that time." 

" The space is short," siud his esquire. 

" I won a battle in yet shorter," replied the 
Constable. 

" In which,*" said the minstrel, " many a man 
has died that thought himself well assured of life 
and victory." 

*' Even so shall my dangerous counn Randal 
find his sc^ones of amlunon blighted,'" answeied 
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the Constable ; and rode forwards, accompanied by 
Baou) and his wife, who had remounted ibeir pal- 
frey, while the minstrel and squire fbUowed a-fbot, 
and, of course, much more slowly. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

" Ob, fear not, fat not, gfiod LukI Jaba, 

TbaC I would jira bctnj, 
Oi nu nquitil for ■ debt, 

Whidi nMon cumot paj. 

'* Beai wlmctt, all )>e ucied powers— 

Ye lighd (bat 'gin to abinc — 
Thif night aball prore th* ucced tie 

That bindi joui Utb and miae." 

Ant^nt SnitiA B 



liSFT behind by their master, the two depend- 
•nts ti£ Hugh de Lacy inarched on in sullen si- 
lence, like men vho dislike mid distrust each 
other, though bound to one common secrice, and 
partners, therefore, in the same hopes and fears. 
The dislike, indeed, vas chiefly upon 6uanne*s 
^de ; for nothing could be more indifferent to Ke- 
nault Vidal than wa« his companion, farther than 
as he was conscious that Philip loved him not^ and 
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WIS not unlikely, so ftt as lay in his power, to 
thwart some plans which he had nearly at heart. 
He took little notice of his companion, but hum- 
med over to himself, as for the exercise of hig me- 
mory, somances and songs, many of which were 
composed in languages which Guarme, who had 
only an ear for his naUve N(«man, did not imder- 
■tand. 

Tbc^ had proceeded togeUier in this sullen 
manner for nearly two hours, whm tb^ were met 
by a groom on horseback, leading a saddled pal- 
frey. " Pilgnms,*' said the man, after looking at 
them with some attention, " which of you is called 
PhiUp Guarine P** 

" I, for fault of a better,^ said the esquire, ** re- 
ply to that name." 

*' Thy lord, in that case, commends him to 
you,^ sud the groom ; " and sends you this token, 
by which you shall know that I am his true mes- 
senger." 

He shewed the esquire a rosary, which PhiHp 
instantly recognized as that used by the Constable. 

" I acknowledge the token," he said ; '* speak 
my master's {deasurs." 
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" He teds me say," replied tbe rider, " that his 
visit thrives as well as is possible, and that tlus 
veiy eTeoing, by time that the sun sets, he vill be 
possessed of bis own. He dedres, therefore, you 
will mount this palfrey, and come with me to the 
Grude Dolouteose, as your presence will be want> 
ed there." 

" It is well, and 2 obey him," said the eBqutre, 
much pleased with the import of the message, and 
not diBsatiBfied at being separated &om his tcarel- 
ling companion. 

" And what chai^ for me ?" sud the minstrel, 
addiessing the messenger. 

'* If you, as I guess, are the nunsirel, Bensult 
Vidal, you are to alnde your master at the Battle- 
bridge, according to the charge formerly given." 

" I will meet him, as in du^ bound," was Vi- 
dal''8 answer ; Euid scarce was it uttered, ere the 
two horsemen, taming th^ backs on hun, rode 
briskly forward, and were speedily out of sight. 

It was DOW four hours past noon, and the sun 
was declining, yet there was more than three hours' 
space to the time of rendesvous, and the distance 
ftom the place did not now exceed four miles. Vidal, 
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therefore, either (or the Bake of rest or r^tecUon, 
withdrew from the path into a thicket on the left 
huid, from vhich gushed the waters of a stream- 
let, ftd by a small fbuntiun that bubbled up 
amongst the tre«. Here the toaveller sat himself 
down, and with an ur which seemed unoonsdous 
of what be was doing, bent his eye on the little 
Bparkling font for more than half an hour, without 
change of posture ; so that he might, in Pagan 
times, have represented the statue of a water-god 
bending over his um, and attentive only to the 
supplies which it was pouring forth. At length, 
however, he seemed to recall himself from this 
state of deep abstraction, drew himself up, and 
took some coarse food from his pilgnm*s scrip, as 
if suddenly reminded that life is not supported 
without means. But he had probably something 
at his heart which affected his throat or appetite. 
AfW a vain attempt to swallow 3 morsel, he 
threw it from him in disgust, and applied him to 
a small flask, in which he had some wine or other 
liquor. But seemingly this also turned ^staste- 
fiil, for he threw (ivm him both scrip and bottle, 
and, bending down to the spring, drank deeply of 
VOL. ir. D 
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tbe pore elenoU, bftthied in it his kuids wd ttet\ 
and atmag friHn the finmtuB appwrfintly lefredi- 
ed, mored ilov^ on bis way, iiDpiig as be vent, 
but in a low and melandudjr tone, ifild fi«gmenti 
of anaeat poetry, in a tcaigne eqvutUy andent - 
JoonieyBig on in this neUncboIy mamur, he 
at length came in tight of the Battle-biidge ; near 
to which arose, in pnnid and glcMwnj strength, the 
cdebratedoaatle of the Garde Dolonzeiise. "Here, 
then,'" be sud — *^ beie, Acb, I am to awut tbe 
pnnid De X^cy. Be it so, in God's name ! — he 
■ban know me better ere we part" 

So Sluing, be strode, with Imig and reednd 
steps, across die bridge, and ascending a mound 
wfaidh arose on the opposite side at some distance, 
he gased for a time upon tbe scene beneath — die 
beantiAil jiva, rich with tbe reflected tints tiS the 
western sky — the trees, which were already bright- 
ened to the-eye, and saddened to the fimqr, with 
tbe fane of automn— ^nd the darksoau walls mad 
towers <^ the feudal castle, firom which, at times, 
flashed a glimpse of splendour, as some sentind's 
arms caught and gave back a tranoent lay of tbe 
setting sun. 

The countenance of tbe minstrel, which had lu- 
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tberto been dark ind troubled, fleemed aoftened 1^ 
the quiet of the scene. He threw loote his pU- 
gritn^ dresH, yet enuring part of its dark folds to 
hang around Um numtle-wiie ; under which ap- 
peared his minstrel's tabard. He took &oin fats 
side a rote, (a small spedes of Tiolin, managed by 
a wheel,) aad striking, from time to time, a Welch 
descant, sung at others a lay, of which we can offer 
only a &w fiagments, literally translated fiom the 
andent language in which they were chanted, 
preaisti^ that tb(7 are in that exetmtve symbol- 
ical style of poetry, which Toliestin, Llewarch 
Hon, and other bntdB, bad derived perhaps from 
the time of the Dniida. 

" iMkedof mj hmp,' Who bath injuted thy eborii?' 

And ihe replied, ' Ths erookcd fingtr, which I BtwAcd in in; 



" The iweet tails of niwd puseth froio th« lip% 

But thej ueloDg ecrrodcd bj th« juice of wonnwiMdi 

Tba lamb ii braogfat to the ibambles, but the wolf imgeth Iha 



Ktndneu fadcth ■*■;, hut Tcngcance enduieth. 

*' I uked (he red-hot iran, when it glinnneRd oti the aaTil. 

' Whetcfbw gkiweft tbou Imgei than the fice-^nnd 7' — 

' I wn born in (he datk mine, and the brand In the pleaianl 

graenwtwd.' 
KindiMM ftdMta awar, but tc 



D,o,i,7.<iT,Goo(^le 



SOS TALES OF THE CRUSADEKS. 

" I tAti ib« gitta oik of ib« aHemH;, vIietetijN hi boo^ 

wen Uks the boiw of the itag 7 
And it ibowtd mo thtt ■ ntull womt hod gnawed ita loota. 
Tbo \)oy who RneBdwnd tlu Mouige, undid the wicket of the 

caatlo at niidiii|;bt. 
KiDdDtat &deth awaj, bat leogeanca codureth. 

" Lightning dettnjeth templtf, though their ipirei pierce the 

SMtdib daitiDT aimadM, though their laila iotercept the gale 
He that ia in bia glory falleth, and that by no lUODg enemy. 
Klodoeaa fiideth away, but rengeance enduielh." 

More of the same vild imBges weie thrown out, 
each beaiing some anali^, however fandfiil and 
remote, to the theme, which occarreA- lite & cho- 
rus at the close of each stanza; BO that the poetry 
resembled a piece of music, which, after repeat- 
ed excursioiiB through fanciful variations, returns 
ever and anon to the umple melody which is the 
subject of ornament. 

As the minstrel sung, fais eyes were fixed on 
the bridge and its viinnity ; but when, towards the 
dose of his chant, he rmed up his eyes towards 
the distant towers of the Garde Doloureuse, he 
saw that the gates were opened, and that there was 
a mustering of guards and attendants without the 
bftrrirai, as if some expedition were about to set 
forth, or some person of importance to appear on 
the scene. At the same time, glandng his eyes 
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BTOund, he ^covered that the landscape, bo aoU- 
tary when he firat took hia Beat on the grey atone 
firom which he overlooked, was now becoming 
filkd with figures. 

During his reverie, Bevefal peiEosa, solituy 
and in groupe, men, women, and children, had 
. begun to aasemblo themselves on both sides of the 
river, and were loitering there, as if expeedng 
some spectacle. There was also much bustling at 
the Flemings' mills, which, though at some cUs- 
tance, were also completdy under his eye. A 
procesNon seemed to be arrang^g itself there, 
which soon began to move forward, with pipe and 
tabour, and various other instruments of music, 
imd soon' approached, in r^ular order, the place 
where Vidal was seated. 

It appeared the bnsiaesB in hand was of a paci< 
fie character ; for the grey-bearded old men of the 
little settlement, in th«r decent russet gowns, 
came first after the nistic band of music, walking 
in ranks of three and three, supported by then: 
staves, and regulating the motion of the whole 
processioA by their sober and staid pace. After 
these fathers of the settlement came Wilkin Flam- 
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mock, mouoted <nt his mi^^ var-bone, and in 
comfAete armoui, uto Ins he«d, like a Ttusal pie- 
pared to do military lervice fbc his lord. After 
him followed, and in battle rank) the fiower of the 
little colony, omnBttngof tlurty -men, well armed 
and appointedf whose stoat limbs, aa well as th^ 
dean and glitterii^ aimoot, showed steadiness 
and di8ci|diiie, although they lacked alike the fiery 
^bnoe of the French soldiery, or the look erf" dog- 
ged defiance which chantetemed the English, or 
the wild ecstatic impetuouty of eye wluch then 
^stingushed the Welch. The mothws and the 
maidens of the colony came next ; then fidlowed 
the children, with feces as chubby, and features 
as serious, and steps as grave, aa their parents ; 
and last, as a rear-guard, came the youths &om 
fourteen to twenty, armed with li^t luices, bows, 
and similar weapons becoming tbeii ^e. 

This processioa wheeled wound the base of the 
mound or embankmrat on which the minstrel was 
. seated ; crossed the bridge with the same slow and 
regular pace, and formed themsehres into a double 
line, facing inwards, as if to receive some person of 
consequence, or witness some ceremoniaL Flam- 
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mock remauHxl fct the extremity of the annue 
thus fiiimed by his coontrymeii, and quietly, yet 
envestly, caigaged in miking airangeineiits and 
pr^Mntions. 

In'the mesn«hile, Bttag^an of different ooun-- 
tries began to drav tt^her, appamtly thought 
there hy mere curiosity, and fiinncd * mode}' ■>■ 
aemblage at the farther end of the bridge, wluch 
was that nearest to die castle. Two EngUsh pea- 
sants passed very near the stone on which Vidd 
Bit — ** Witt thou sing US a song, minstrel," uid 
one of them, ** and hen is a tester fi» thee P" 
throwing into his hat a small silTec coin. . 
- " I am under a vow," answered the minstrel, 
*^ and may uot practise the gay science at pre- 
sent." 

" Or you are too ftoad to play to English 
diurb,** said the «lder peasant, " for thy tongue 
smacks of the Norman." 

' ''Keep the C(»n,neTertIieieas," said the younger 
man. " Let die pahnes hai« what the minstrel 
fsfiues to earn." 

" I pray you reserve your bonn^, kUidiHcaid,". 
said Vidal, "I need it not;-r-uid tellmeof your 
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Idndnm, iutMd, whit Bwtten tie gmsg fiirward 
bere." 

" Why, know yon not thjU we hare got our 
Con^able De Lacy again, and that he is to giant 
■okinn uiTestituie to the Flemuh weaven of all 
theae fine thingi Hany al Anjoa has giTea?— 
Had £dward the Confessor been alive, to give the 
Netherland knaTea their guerdcm, it would bare 
bem a cast of the gallows-tree. But come, ndgh* 
bonr, we shall lose the show.^ 

So saying, they pressed down the hilL 

Vidal fixed his eyes on the gates oC the distant 
castle ; and the distaot waving of banners, and 
mustering of men on horseback, though imperfect- 
ly seen at such a distance, apprized him that one 
of note was about to set forth at the head of a con- 
siderable train of military attendants. Distant 
fiourishes of trumpets, which came funtly yet dis- 
tinctly on bis ear, seemed to attest the same. Pre^ 
sently he perceived, by die dust whidi began to 
arise in columns betwixt the castle and the bridge,, 
as well as by the nearer sound of the claiitms, that 
the troop was advancing towards him in procesnen. 

Vidali on his own part, seemed as if inesolutcL 
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ithediei to retain hu present podtioO] where be 
commanded a &11 but remote view of the whole 
Bcene, or to obtain a neaiet but more partial one, by 
inToIvtng himself in the crowd which now dosed 
around on ^tber hand of the bridge, unless where 
the avenue wai kept open by the armed and tX' 
rayed Flemings. 

A marik next hurried past V^al, and on his in- 
quiring as formerly the cause of the assembly, an* 
swered, in a muttering tone, from beneath his 
hood, that it was the Constable De Lacy, who, as 
the first act qf his audioriQr, was then and there 
to d^ver to the Flemings a royal charter (^ their 
immunities- 

" He is in haste to exerdse his authority, me- 
thinks," Bud the miostreL 

" He that has just gotten a sword is impotiait 
to draw it," replied the mouk, who added more 
which tbe minstrel understood imperfectly; fbc 
Father Aldrovand bad not recovered the injury 
which he bad recaved during the si^e. 

Vid^ however, understood him to say, that he 
was to meet the Constable there, to beg his favour- 
able intercesBion.. 



T,Google 



S14 TALKS or THK CRUSADKR8. 

" I also will neet him,^ aid Renault Vidal, ri- 
■ng Boddenly from tbe etone whicb he occupietL , 

" Folloir me, then/' mnmUed the priest ; ** die 
f femingB know me, and will let me forwanL" 

But F&thei AldroTand bang in &gnce, fais 
influence was not so potent as he bad flattered 
himael^ and both he and the minstrd were jostled 
ta tad flo ID tbe crowd, attd' separated from eadi 

Vidal, hoverer, was noogmied by tbe English 
peasants who had before spoke to him. " Canst 
tboa do utj jugglers' feats, minstrel P" said one. 
" Thoa may^Bt earn a fiur largess, for onr Nonnan 
masters love Jonglerie.'" 

" I. know but one," said Vidal, " and I will 
show it, if you will yield me some room." 

They crowded a little off from him, and gave 
him time to throw aude his bonnet, bate his 1^ 
and knees, by stripinng off the leathern buddns 
which swathed them, and retaining onl^ his san- 
dals. He thai tied a party-ctdoured haodkcr- 
cUef around his swarthy and BUn-bnmed hair, and 
casting (ff bis upper douUct, showed his bnwny 
and nervous arms, naked to the -Moulder. 
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Bat vbile lie amuaed those imme^tety about 
him with these preparatioiiB, a commotion and 
nuh unobg the crowd, together with the close 
Bouad of trumpets, answered by all the Flemish 
hutmments of music, as well as the Bhoute in Nor- 

- man uid EngliBh, of "■ Long live the gallant Con> 
stable ! — Our Lady for the bold De Lacy !"* an- 
nounced that the Constable was close at hand. 

Vidal made incredible exertions to approach the 
leader of the procession, whose morion, distin- 
guished by its lofty plumes, and right hand hold- 

' ing hii truncheon or leading-staff, was all he could 
aee, on accoimtof the crowd of officers and armed 
men around him. At length his exertions pre< 
▼ailed, and he came within three yards of the Con< 
stable, who was then in a small circle which had 
been with difficult kept clear for the purpose of 
the ceremonial of the day. His back was towards 
the minatiel, and he was in the act of Ixaidisg from 

' his horse to deliver the royal charter to Wilkin 
Flanunock, who had knelt on one knee to receire 
it the mora reverentially. His posture occasioned 
die ConaUble to stoop«o low that his plume seem- 
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ed in the set of mixiiig mth die flowisg nune of 
his noble charger. 

At this momoit, Vidal threw himself, with an- 
gular a^^ty, over the beads of the Fleminga who 
guarded the circle ; and, ere an eye could twinlde, 
his right knee waa on the croupe of the Consta- 
ble's horse— the grasp of his left hand on the col- 
lar of De Lacy'a buff-coat ; then, clinging to his 
prey like a tiger after its leap, he drew, in the 
same instant of time, a short, sharp da^er — and 
buried it in the back of the neck, just where the 
sinne, which was severed by the stroke, serves to 
convey to the trunk of the human body the mys* 
terious influences of the brun. The blow was 
stnu^ with the utmost accunur^ of aim'and strength 
of arm. The unhappy horseman dropped &om 
his saddle, without groan or struggle, Iibe a bull 
in the amphitheatre, under the steel of the taia^ 
dor; and in the same saddle sat his murderer, 
braodishing the bloody posiazd, and tiif;ing the 
horse to speed. 

There was indeed a possibility of his having 
achieved his escape, so much were those aronnd 
paralysed for the moment by the suddenness and 
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audftcity of the enterpme ; but Fltunmock'g pre- 
sence of mind did not forsake him — he seized the 
horse by the bridle, and, uded by those who vant- 
ed but an example, made the rider prisoner, bound 
his arms, and called aloud that he must be carried 
before King Henry. This proposal, uttered in 
Flammock^s strtmg and dedded tone of voice, silen- 
ced a thousand wild cries of norder and treason, 
which had arisen while the different and hostile 
natiTes, of which the crowd was composed, threw 
upon ea^ other reciprocally the chai^ of trea- 

AU the streams, however, now assembled in one 
channel, and poured towards the Garde Dolou- 
reuse, excepting a few of the murdered nobleman's 
train, who remained to transport their master's 
body, in decent solemnity of monming, from the 
spot which he bad sought with so much pomp and 
triumph. 

When Flammock reached the Garde Dolou- 
reose, he was readily admitted with his prisoner, 
and with such witnesses as he had selected to prove 
the execution of the crime. To his request of an 
audience, he was answered, that the King had com- 
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minded that none ihouU be adoHttod to bun tat 
aoue time ; yet w angnlar were the tidings of die 
Con8table''B daughter. HuX thecapbun of the gnaid' 
Teatured t« intermpt Hesry^s privacy, in ordor to- 
OMBmuoicate that emt ; and returned mth orden' 
that Flaninock and his pOBoncr ahonld be instant- 
ly admitted to the royal apartment. Here ibey 
finmd HcDiy, attended by tereai penona, wb» 
atood reqwctfiiUy behind the royal seat, in k datfc« 
cnad part of the room. 

Whan FlamnoA entered, his large buUi and 
maenve limbe were strangely contrasted irith cheeka: 
pale with horror at what be had just wJDieiaed, 
and with awe at finding hima^ in the loyal pro-- 
■enoe dumber. Beiide him stood his prisoner,' 
Bodaunted hf the dtoation in wfaidi he was placed. 
The blood a£ his rictjai, whit^ had spirted from 
(be woond, was visible on bis ban limbe imd bia: 
scanty garments ; bat particularly upon hia braw,.' 
and the handkerchief with whidi it waa bound.' 

Henry gaaed on him with a stem look, wlacfa 
the other not only endiired without dism^, but. 
seemed to return with a fidwn of defiance. 
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" Doea no one kDov this cwtiff ?" said Hemy, 
loddng around him. 

There was no immediBte soswer, until Philip 
Guarine, itepping from the gnmp which etood be- 
hind the royal chur, said, though with hesitatioa, 
" So please you, my liege, but for the strange 
guise in which he is now arrayed, I should say 
there was a household minstrel of my master, by 
name Renault Vidal." 

" Thou art deceived, Noman,'" replied the 
minstrel ; " my menial place and base lineage 
were but assumed — I am Cadwallon the Briton— 
Cadwallon of the Mine Lays— CadwalloD, the 
chief bard of Gwenwyn of Powis<Iand — and hit 
M.'rtmget V 

As he uttered the last word, his looks encoini> 
tered those of a psbner, who had gradually ad- 
vanced &om the recess in which the attendants 
were stationed, and now confronted him. 

The Welchman's eyes looked so eagerly ^ustr 
ly as if fiying from thdr sockets, while he excham- 
ed, in a tone of surptise, mingled with horror, 
" Do the dead come before monarchs ?— ^Or, if 
thou art alive, whom have I slain F— I dreamed 
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not, Barely, of that boond, and of that home bknr ? 
— yet my victim stands before me i Have I not 
Blain the Constable of Chester P" 

*< Thou hast indeed slain the Constable,^ an- 
swered the King ; ** hot knov, Welchman, it was 
Bandal de Lacy, on whom that cfaaige was this 
morning conferred, by our belief of our l«^al and 
fiithM Hugh de Lacy's having been lost upon 
his return from the Holy Land, as the vessel in 
wluch he had taken passage was reported to have 
snfi^red shipwreck. Thou hast cot short Uandal's 
brief elevation by a few hours ; for to-morrow'g sun 
would have again seen him without land or lord- 
ship." 

The prisoner dropped his head on his bosom in 
evident despur. " I thought," he munnured, 
" that he had changed his slough, and come forth 
so glorious all too soon. May the eyes drop out 
that were cheated with those banbles, a plumed 
c^ and a lacquered baton !" 

" I shall take care, Welchman, Aine eyes cheat 
diee not again," said the King, sternly ; " before 
the night is an hoar older, they shall be closed on 
all that is earthly." 
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" M&y I request of your nobleneu,^ sud tlw 
ConttaUe, " that you will pemit iqe to uk tha 
unlupiqr num » fiiv qiHBdotu P^ 

'< When I have demanded of him myad^" nid 
the King, " why he has dipt lus huda in the Uood 
of « noble Norman.*' 

" Because he ^t whom I aimed my blow,^ wid 
the Briton, his eye glancing fiercely frmn the Sing 
to De I.8<7, and hu^, " had spilled the Mood of 
the descendant of a thousand kings ; to which hta 
own gore, or thine, proud Count of Anjou, isbntas 
the puddle of the highway to the silver finintain.7 

Henry's eye menaced the audadoot speaku' ; 
but the King rdned in his wrath wbea he be- 
held the imploring look ofiaa servant.—** What 
would'st thou ask of him ?'" he said ; " be brief, ica 
his time is shnt.*' 

" So please you, my liege, I woold but douand 
wherefore be has for years forborne to take the life 
be aimed at, when it was in his power — nay, when 
it must have been lost bat fat his seemingly &ith- 
(bl service P" 

*' Norman," said CadwaUon, " I will answer 
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tkee. When I fiiat took apan ne thy service, it 
WH wdl my paqxiM to bave slain thee that mght. 
There lUnds the man " puntii^ to Philip 6u»< 
riiMt " to whoteTigilsnce thou owed^st thy safety." 

" Indeed," said Do Lacy, " I do remember 
some indications of such a purpose ; but irby didtt 
thou forego it, vhcn fblloin]^ opportunities put it 
ID thy power P" 

" When the slayer of my Sovere^ became 
God's soldier," answered Cadwallon, *' and served 
his cause in Palestine, he was safe feom myeardw 
ly Toigeance." 

*' A wonderfbl forbearance on the part of a 
Weldi assassin 1" said the Kin^, scomfuHy. 

" Ay," answered Cadwallon ; " and whidi cer- 
tain ChtutiBn prinoes have attained, who have 
never neglected the chance of pillage or coaqueat 
afiivdad by the -abeence of a rival in the Holy 
Cm»ade." 

" Now, by the Holy Rood—" said Henryi on 
the point of bursting out, for the insist afieeled 
him peculiarly ; bat, suddenly stopping, he sad, 
with an air of contempt, " To the gallows with the 
' knave !" 
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" But 4Hie other queBtion,"' uid De Lacy, 
** Reiumlt, or l^ whatever DBine thou art called. 
Evtt siiice my i«tuni thou hast rendered me wr- 
viee inoonnstcnt with thy stem reeolution upon 
my life— thou didst atd me in my shipwreck— and 
did'st guide me safely throqgh Wales, where my 
nuoe would have insured my death ; and aH this 
after the cmsade was accomplished ?" 

" I could explain thy doubt," said the bardi 
'* tiut that it night be thought I was pleading for 
my life." 

" Hesitate not for that," said the Kbg ; " fer 
were oar Holy Fadier to intercede for thee, his 
prayer were in van." 

" Well, then,"' said the bard, " know the truth 
— I was too proud to permit dth» wave or Welch- 
man to share in my revenge. Know also, what is 
perhaps Cadwallon's weakness — use and habit had 
divided my feelings towards De Lacy, between 
averuon and admiradon. I still contemplated my 
revenge, but as something which I might never 
complete, and which seemed rather an image in the 
eloads, thui an ol^ect to which I must one day 
draw near. And when I beheld thee,"" he s«d. 
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taming to De Iscy, " tkis very dsy so deter- 
mined, BO Btersly remlred, to bear tby llDpeiad- 
ing &te Eke a man — ihax you aeemed to me to 
lesemUe the last tower of a Tuiiicd palace, stiU 
holding ita head to heaven, when its walls of splen- 
dour, and its bowers of deHght, lay in desolation 
around — may I peri^, t said to nr^self in seCMt, 
ere I perfect its ruin .' Then, eren then — hat some 
koms since— hadst thon accepted my profiertd 
hcnA, I had served thee as nevtx follower served 
master. You igected it wiUi scorn — ^yetevcntfm 
it tequized that I should have seen yon, as I 
Aon^t, tmm|£ng over ^k fidd m whidiytm dew 
my master, in Uie full pride of Noraan insaJeiioe, 
to airimate my resohition to sixike the blow, which, 
meant for yoo, has sUin at least one of jam nsutp- 
faig race. — t will answw no more qiHstions — lead 
on to axe or gallows — it is in^Serent to Cadwd- 
km — my soul will sow be widi my free and DoUe 
ancestry.'" 

" My tiego and ptiao^" aaid De Lat^, bend- 
ing his kaee to Heury, ** can you hnr dds, nd. 
ntaat jona anaeBt attvant one icqoaat P— Span 
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tUi.mw) t— Eztinguiah not nicb a light,. IwotuM 
it is deriouB and wild !" 

. " RiBe* naCi De lacy ; and shame tbecof thy 
petitioDr Baid the King. " Thy ldiismaD''« I^nnI 
— the Uood of a noUe Nonnan, ii m tbf Welch' 
jnan's JuukU and brow. As I am crowned :Kiiig. 
lie shall die ere it ia wiped oS. — Her* ! have him 
to preamt execntioii 1" 

. CadwaUon was instantly withdrawn under a 
gwud. 

" Tlwa art mad, De. hvj-^tium. art wad, 
nine old and true ftieod, to uiga me thu%'' said 
the King, compelling De Lacy to rite. . " See'st 
tbea not that my care in this matter is for thee ? 
^Tbie Randal, by largesses and prtimfaea, hath 
made many friends, who wjU not, pwhaps, easily 
again be broqght to yonr aUetpanfe, letuming at 
ihon dost, impoverished in power and wealth. Had 
he lived, we must have had hard work to df^ve 
him entirely of the power which be had acquired. 
We tbanb the Welch assaBsin who hath rid us of 
him i but his adherents would cry foul play woe 
the mnrdem spar^. When blood is paid for 
blood, all will be forgotten, and their loyalty will 
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anct more Bow in iti proper ctunnel to the«, that 
Uvfiilloid." 

Hngo de Lacy uoBe from hii knees, and m- 
desToored respedlully to ooinbftt the ptditic rea- 
aoM of hii wi^ aoveagn, whicb he {rianfy mw 
were resorted to less fin- Ina sake than to dfbct 
the change of feudal authority, with the least poa- 
■iUe tnNjUe to the coontry or Sovereign. 

Henry Hiteiied to Us argumenta patiendy, and 
combated them with tonper, until the death>dnim 
began to beat, and die caatle bdl to toll. He tbra 
led De Lai^ to the window ; on which, &» it was 
BOW dat^L, a atrong mddy lif^t b^an to fj^m 
fi»m witbont A bocfy of moi-at-arms, each hdd- 
ii^ in his band a Uanng tOTch, were returning 
along the twraoe fiom the ezecutic»i of the wild 
but high-EOul'd Britim, with cries of " Long live 
King H«iry ! and so perish all atemies of the 
gentle Nonoan mat !" 
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CONCLUSION. 

ion )uih(et—>Mu bath risen, 
>, GcnldiDi I RDCt aniu ef thine 
vc been ibe lovely Ikdr'i primi. 



COLLBIDOE. 

PoFDLAK fane' had erred in nwigning to Bve- 
line Berengcr, after the captute of ber cwtle, «iy 
confinanent more Bcvere -ihan tlwt of her mmt 
the Lady Abbess of the Cuterdsns' oonTcnt af- 
forded. Yet that was severe raougfa ; tat maiden 
Mints, whether abbesses or no, are not ttdcraiit of 
the spedes of errors t^ vhich £veline was accuied ; 
and the umocent damoiel was brought in many 
ways to eat her Inead in shame of countenance and 
tHttemesa of heart. Every day of her confinement 
was rendered less and less enduiid>le l^ taunts, in 
the various forms of sympathy, consolatioil, and 
exhortation ; but which, stript of iheir assumed 
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fynOM, were undisguised aaga and insult. The 
compiaj of Rose was all wlucli Ereline had to 
siutun her und^ these inflictionB, and that was at 
length withdrawn on the very morning when! so 
many important events took place at the Garde 
Doloureuse. 

The unfiirtunate young lady inquired in vain at 
a grim-fiKed nun, who appeared in Rose's place, 
to assist her to dress, why her companion and friend 
was ddianed attendance. The nun observed on 
that score an obstinate ralence, but threw out many 
hints on the impwtanoe attached to the vain or- 
lununts of a fenl ddld of d^, and on the hard. 
flhip lliat BTttk « jsponse of heaven was compelled 
to Arat her tbovgfats from her hi^ia duties, and 
oondeecend to fiwten da^ and adjust veils. 

Tlie Xisdy Abbess, howBver, told her niece after 
jnatinsi thai her attoidant had not been withdrawn 
finm her &r « spara on^, but was like to be shot 
. up in a honse of the severest profession, for having 
■ aR n d ed her mistreas assistance in teoeaving Da- 
mian de Laqr into ber sleeping ^tartmentAt the 
caetle of Altnnghaat. 

A iddier of De Laey's band, «bo had hftiwrto 
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kept That he had oburred a •ecret, being off hii 
post that night, had now iaDamian'B dugrace found 
he might bwefithimselfby telling the gtoiy. Thii 
new blow, bo unexpected, so afflicUve — this bew 
charge which it was so difficult to explain, and bo 
inposmblG utterly to deny, seemed to Eveline to 
seal her brer's fate and her own ; while the dunigbt 
diat she had involred in min her single-beuted 
and hi^sonl'd attendant, was all that had been 
wanting to produce a state which appioadied to 
the apathy of despair. ** Think of me what you 
will,'' she s»d to hei aunt, " I will no longer de- 
'fend myself — say wbat yon will, I will no longer 
reply—carry nie where you wiU, I will no longer 
resist — God will, in his good time, dear my dune 
— may he fotffre taj persecutors." 

After this, and during sereral hours of that un- 
happy day, the X.ady ETeline, pale, cold, silent, 
glided from ehapel to refectory, from refectory to 
chapel again, at the slightest beck of the Abbess 
ir her offidal mten, and seemed to r^^ard the 
various pnrations, penances, admonitions, and n- 
proachea^ of which she, in the couim of that day. 
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v«B Butgected to an extnor^nory shore, no mote 
tluui ft nuifale ititne minds the iUclemency of tfa^ 
«i»leni«l sir, or the nun-drops which fall upon itj 
and lAiut in time vaste and consame it. 

■Tile AhtfCM, who loTcd her niece, although 
her affiction showed itself often in a vexfUious 
manner, became at length alanned-ocoimtermand- 
ed bet orders &r reaxtving Ereline to an inft- 
lior cdl— Attended herself to see hex lud in bed« 
(in whidi, as in ercxything dse, the young lady 
•eemed entirely pasave,) and, with sometha^ 
like renving tenderness, kissed (md blessed her on 
leaving the apartment. Sbgbt as the mark of 
kindness was, it was unexpected, and, like the rod 
of Moses, opened the hidden fountains of waters- 
Eveline wept, a resource which had been that day 
denied to her — she prayed— and, finally, sobbed 
herself to skep,' like an in&nt, with a mind some- 
what tranquillized by ha\ ing given way to this tide 
of natural emouon. ■ 

She awoke more than once in the night to recal 
mingled and gloomy dreams of cells and of cas- 
tles, of funerals and of bridals, of coronets and of 
racks and gibbets ; but towards morning she fell 
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into sleep more wand thui she bad hitherto en- 
joyed, and her Tinons partook of its soothing 
character. The Lady of the Garde Doloureuse 
seemed to smile on her amid her dreams, and to 
promise her Totaress protection. The shade of 
her fiitber was there also ; and with the holdness 
of a dreamer, she saw the paternal resemblance 
with awe, but without ftar ; his lips moved, and 
she heard words — their import she could not 
know, save that they spoke of hope, consolation, 
and approaching happiness. There also glided 
in, with bright bloc eyes fixed upon hers, dressed 
in a tnnic of safiron-coloured silk, with a mantle 
of cerulean blue of antique fashion, the form of a 
female, resplradent in that delicate species of 
beauty which attends the fiurest comj^exion. It 
was, she tboi^ht, the Britoness Vanda ; but her 
countenance was no longer resentful— her long 
yellow hair flew not loose on her shoulders, but 
was mysteriously bruded with oak and misletoe ; 
above all, her right-hand was gracefully disposed 
of under her mantle ; and it was an unmutilated, 
nnspotted, and beautifully formed hand which 
pressed diat ot Eveline. ¥et, under these asBu< 
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ntneea of fiiTonr, a tbrill of fear pmc ^ oYer ho 
M the viuoD seemed to npeat, or chant, 

• " Widow'd wife *nd •added m^, 

BetTOth'd, betnjei, and betny'd, 
AH k done that taai been laid ; 
Vanda'i WTong bu been y-mokta - 
Take bn purdoa bj Ihii token." 

She bent down, as if to kiss Eveline, who started 
at that instant, aad tlwD awoke. Her hand was 
indeed gendj pressed, by one as pure and wlute 
as her own. The blue eyes and fltir hair of a 
lovely female face, with half-vmled baBom and 
cbherellfld locks, indeed ^>proicbed its lips to 
those of the lorely sleeper at the moment c^ her 
awakening ; but it was Rose in wboee anna her 
mistress found heradf pressed, and who miHsten- 
ed her ftce with tears, as in a pasnon of stfecbkn 
rile corered it widi kisses. 

*< What means this, Rose i^ said Eveline ; 
«• thank God, you are restored to me !— But what 
mean these bursts of wee}Hng P" 

*' I«t me weefH— let me weep," said Rose ; " it 
is long since I have wept tat joy, and long, I 
tmattitwillbeerelagutt wMpfiirsinnnr. News 
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ue on the ipiir fiem the Gatds Ddoumue^— 
Amelot hsE bnmglit them — he is at liberty—*) ii 
bis master, and in hi^ favonx with Hemy. Hear 
yet more, bot let me not tell it too htutily— *Yoa 
grow pale." 

** No, no," Bud ETeUne; " go on— go on— I 
lAiiok T luidorstand you — I think I do." 

** The villain Randal Do Laey, the nuuter- 
mover of lUl our aorrowa, will pb^nc you B9 
more ; he was slan by an honeit Weldunan, and 
griered am I that they have hailed the man fiw 
tuB good aervice. Abore all, the stout old Coa- 
fltable is hims^ returned from Palestine, as wor. 
thy, and somewhat wiser, than he was ; fer it ia 
thought he will renouDce his contract with your 
ladyship." 

** Silly girl," Btnd Eveline, crimsoning ac high 
as she had been before pale, ". jest not unidat 
such a tale. But can this be reality f — Is Randid 
indeed shun ?— «nd the Constable returned ?" 

These were baety and hurried questioni, an- 
swered as hastiy and confusedly, aod broken with 
fgacolationa of surprise and thanks to Heaven, utd 
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I« Our Lady, mtril die ecsUa^ of ddigkt sofaeted 
down into a sort of tranquil vcHtder. 

Meanwhile Dsmian Lacy also had his explaaa* 
tions to recave, and the mode in whidi th^ were 
ccmreTed had something remarkable. Daiuan 
iiad &r wme time beoi the bhabitant of what our 
age would have termed a dungeini, bat wUcb, in 
the attdent days, they called a ^son. We are 
perh^ censoiable in making the dwdliog and 
the food of acknowledged and convicted gmlt nu»e 
comfbrtaUe and palatdrfe than what the parties 
could have gained by any exertions when at laige> 
and snpportii^ themselves by honest labour ; but 
this is a venial error compared to that of our 
ancestors, who, conmdenng a chaigc and a ctw- 
viction ai synonymous, treated the accused befine 
sentraice in a manner which would have been of 
itself a severe punishment after he was found 
gtulty. Damian, thnrfore, notwidutanding his 
high birth and disdnguished rank, was confined 
after the mwiner of the most atrocioos criminal, 
wis heavily fettered, fed on the coarsest fi>od, and 
experienced only this sUeviatum, that he was per- 
mitted to indulge his misery in a soUtary and se- 
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psnte cell, the wretcbed furniture of which waa a 
ineui bed-Bteid, and a broken table and chair. A 
coffin — and his own amu and initials were painted 
npon it — stood in one comer, to remind him of 
his approaching fate ; and a crudfix was placed 
in another, to intimate to him that there waa a 
world beyond that, which must aooa close upon 
him. No noise could penetrate into the iron ri- 
lence of his prison — no rumour, either touching 
lus own Site or that of his finends. Charged with 
being taken in open arms against the King, he 
was sulfject to military law, and to be put to death 
even without the formality of a hearing ; and he 
foresaw no milder condunon to hb imprisonment. 
This melancholy dwelling had been the abode 
of Damian for nearly a month, when, strange 
as it DMy seem, his health, which had sufiered 
much from his wounds, began gradually to im- 
prove, dther benefited by the abstemious diet to 
which he was reduced, or that certainty, however 
melancholy, is an evil better endured by many 
oonstitutionB than the feverish contrast betwixt 
pasnon and duty. But the term of his imprison- 
ment Be«ned drawing ^leedily to a close ; hii 
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jsikHT, a nillon Saxon of tbe lowett older, in nun 
words than he bad yet used to him, warned him 
to look to a speed; change of dwelUng ; and the 
tone in which he spoke convinced the prisoner 
there was no time to be lost. He demanded « 
CMifessor, and tbe jailor, though he withdrew 
without reply, seemed to intimate by bis manner 
tliat the boon would be granted. 

Next moming, at an unusually early boor, the 
duuns and bolts of the cdl were beard to dash 
and groan, and Damtan was startled from a bndccn 
sleep, whidi be bad not enjoyed for above two 
boors. His eyes were bent on the slowly opening 
door, as if be had expected the beadsman and his 
nristants ; bat the jailor ushered in » stout man in 
a pilgrimV haMt. 

" Is it a priest whom you bring me, warden ?" 
Bud the unhappy prisoner. 

" He can best mswer tbe question himself,** 
said the surly ofitcial, and presently withdrew. 

The pilgrim remained standing on' the floor, 
with hifi back to the small window, or rai^ loop, 
bolcj by which the cell was imperfectly lighted, 
and gaied intently upon Bamiao, who was seated 
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on tbe Bide of hu bed ; hia p«le cheek aod diih»- 
veiled bair bearing a melancbo^ correspondence 
to ias heavy itona. He retnmed the pilgrim'i 
gaxe, but tbe imperfect light only showed him that 
his visitor was a stout old man, who wore the seal- 
lep-shdl on his bonnet, as a token that he had 
passed the sea, and carried a palm branch in his 
hand, to show he had visited the Holy Land. 

*' Benedicite, reverend father,*' sud the unhi^ 
py young nan ; " ore yon a priest, ocgne to un- 
burthen my conscience P" 

" I WD not a priest," replied the PslmCT, " but 
Qfue who brings you news of discomfint." 

" You bring tbem to one to whom comfort hss 
bem kmg a stranger, and to a place which never 
knew it," replied Damian. 

" I may be the bolder in my ctHmnunication,* 
sud the Palmer : " tboM in sottow will better 
hear ill news than those whinn they surprise in 
the possesaoa of content and hapfMness.^ 

" Yet even- Uie dtuation of tbe wretdied," smd 
Damian, " can be rendered more wretched by 
iuapanas. I i»sy you^ n 

VOL. II. 
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TOM ttonoe — ir7oa«MDetoaBnouiieethedoom 
of tliu poOT fiune, may God be gradons to the 
■piiil irUdi nuut be TuAently Amnssedfrou it I* 

** I IwTa DO wdi cha(ge~^'" and the Palnur.-— 
** I cwne ttem tbe Hofy Land, and have the more 
grief in fiDdiog you tkas, bmrase my mtsaage to 
y6u mi <me addrenod to s &ee mm, and a wealthy 
wife" 

" Fat my freedom.** rimd Damim, " let theee 
fietMn ipeak, asd tUa «pwtmeiit £di my wealth. 
—But speak out thy nnm ■hmilH my oade, fat 
I Aai Oiy tale ragaidi hint, want either my am 
or my fbttone, this dungeon and my degradation 
have fiuther pangs than I had yet nppaaed.^ 

" Your imclet yowig Btan," said the Palmer, 
" is jnisoner, I should rather say slore, to tbe 
great Soldan, taken in a battle in which he Inghly 
diadi^iUBhed lumaeU!, though unable to mat the 
defeat at the Christiaas, with whkh it was cm- 
eluded. He waa made priscmex while coTcaii^ die 
retread bat not until he had slaui,ibi his uusfbr- 
tune aa it has proved, Hassan Ali, a fiivovite of 
theSoldan. Th^oiitripi^n baa caused thewortby 
knight to be loaded with irons heavier than those 
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you TMT, and (he chmgeon to whidi lie is con- 
fined would make thii seem i palace. TIw infidel"! 
fint nulutiim «aa to put the raliaat Conatable 
to the moat dieadfiil death which his tormentors 
could deriae. Bnt 6me told him that thii wai a 
man of great power and wealth ; and he has de- 
manded a raniom of ten thoiuand beunts of gold^ 
Your uncle replied that the payment would totally 
irapoTorish him, and oblige him to dispoce of hia 
whole estates ; eroi then he pleaded time must be 
ftllowed him to convert than into m«wy. The 
Soldan replied, that it imported little to Mm whe- 
ther a bound like the Constablo were &t or lean, 
and that he Uurefore innated upon the ftill amoimt 
of the ranacmi. But he ao fo idaxei as to tnako 
it payable in three portions, on condition that, 
along with the first portion of the price, the near- 
est of kin and heir of De Lacy must be plaeed in 
hia hands aa a hostage for what remuned due. 
On these conditions be consented your undo 
should be put at liberty so aoon as you anire in 
Faleetine with the gold," 

" Now nu^ I indeed oall myself unhappy,*' 
said Damian, " that I cannot show my love and 
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do^ to my noble oiude, wbo hsth ever been « &- 
tber to me in my orphan state." 

" It will be a heavy disappcnntment, dodbtleas, 
to the Constable,^ end the Falmer, ** beeaose be 
was eager to letnni to this happy cotmtry, to fulfil 
a contract of manuge which he had formed with 
a lady of great beaoty and fortune." 

Damion shrunk together in euch sort that his 
felten dashed, bat he made no answer. 

*' Wrae he not your unde,*" condnoed the Pil- 
grim, " and wdl known as a wise man, I should 
think he is not quite prudent in this matter. 
Wfaaterer he was before he left En^^d, two 
sommers spent in the wars of Palestine, and ano~ 
dier amid the tortORs and restraints of a heathen 
prison, have made him a sorry brid^;room." 

" Peace, pilgrim," said De Lacy, with a com- 
manding tone. " It is not thy part to censure sndi 
a noble knight as my uncle, nor is it meet that I 
should listen to your strictures." 

" I cr»TO your pardon, young man," said the 
PalmCT. *' I snoke not without smne view to 
yoni interest, wUch, methinks, does not so well 
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consort with thine uncle baving as faeir of his 
body." 

" Peace, base man * sud Damian. " By Hea- 
Tcn, I think worse of my cell than I did befotet 
«nce its doots (^ned to such a counselloi, aitd of 
ny chuns, since tfaey restrain me from ctiaatiaing 
him. — Depart, I pray thee." 

" Not till I have your answer for your uncle,** 
answered the Palmer. ** My (^ scorns the an- 
ger of thine youth, as the rock despises the fbaia 
of the rivulet dashed i^unst it.** 

" Then, aay to my uncle," answered Damian, 
'* I am a prisoner, or I would have come to him 
—I am a confiscated beggar, or I would have sent 
him my alL** 

" Sudi rirtoous purposes are easily and boldly 
Mmounced," swd the Palmer, " when he who 
speaks them knows that he cannot be called upon 
to make good the boast of his tongue. But could 
I tdl thee of thy restoration to freedom and 
wealth, I trow thou would'st consider twice ere 
thy act confirmed the sacrifice thou hast in thy 
present state jnvmised so glibly." 

" l^ave me, I prithee, old man," siud Damian ; 
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" thy thought cUDot comprehend the tenor of 
mine— go, and add not to my distress insults which 
I have not the meras to avenge." 

" But what if I had it in my pown to place 
thee in the situation of a free and wealthy man, 
would it pleaae thee then to be leminded of thy 
present boast F for if not, thou may^st rely on my 
discretion never to mention the di^rence of sen- 
timent between Dataian bound and Damian at 
liberty." 

" How meftnest thou f — or hast thou an; mean.- 
ingi save to torment me ?" sud the youth. 

*' Not 80,*^ replied the old Palmer, plodung 
&om his bosom a parchment scroll to which a 
heavy seal was attached. — " Know that thy cou- 
sin Randal hath been strangely slain, and his 
tieacheries towards the Coastable and ihee as 
strangely discovered. The King, in requital of 
thy suffeiings, hath sent thee this fiiU pardon, and 
endowed thee with a third part of those ample 
estates which, by his death, revert to the crown." 

" And hath the King also restored my free- 
dom ?^ exclaimed Damian. 

" From this momwt, forthwith," and the Pal- 
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iBe]>>-" look upaa the panhmeDt— behold Uw 
royal hand and seal." 

" I must have better prpoC— 'Hen," be ex- 
claimed, loudly dashii^ his irone at ike mme tine, 
" Here, tfaou Dogget— wurder, son of a Sazon 
wolf-houifd !" 

The Fabner, stiikiiig on die door, secmidsd Ae 
previous exertioiu for summoning the jailer, who 
entered acoozdingly. 

** Warder," said Damiwi de Lacy, in a stem 
Ume, " am I yet thy ptisoner, or no F*" 

The sullen jailor consulted the Palmer by a 
look, and then aoswoed to Damian, that be was 
a free man. 

" Then, death of thy heart, slave," sud Da- 
mian, impatiently, " why lumg these fetters on 
die free limbs of a Norman noble ? each moment 
they confine him are worth a lifetime of bondage 
to such a serf as thou." 

" They are soon rid off, Sir Dami^," said the 
man; " and I pray you to take some patience, 
when you rememba that ten minutes since you 
had little right to think tlKse bracelets would 
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hin been remoTcd ior aaj other purpoce than 
your progress to tbe Ksffijld," 

" Peace, ban-dog,'" said StnuiQ, '* and be 
■pee^ [ — And thoa, who hast brought me theae' 
good tidings, I fo^ve thy former bearing — thou 
tliou^test, doubtless, that it was prudent to ex- 
twt fifom me professions during my bmdage wUch 
might in honour deinde my ctHtdnct when at large. 
Tbe tuaincion inferred in it somewhat o&nsiTe, 
bat thy motive was to ensure my uncle's liberty.'" 

" And it is leally yonr -pu^tose,'' said the Pal- 
mer, " to employ your newly-gained freedom in 
a voyage to Syria, and to exchange your English 
prison for the dungeon of tbe Soldan F^ 

." If thou thyself wilt act as my guide, you will 
not say I dally by the way." 

" And the rapsom," said the Palmer, " b9w is 
that to be provided r 

" How, but from the estates, which, nomioally 
restored to me, remvn in truth and justice my 
uncle's, and must be implied to his use in the first 
iqstance ? If I mistake not greatly, tbete is not 
a Jew w X>ombard who would not advance the 
necessary sums on such security. — Therefore, 
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Aog,"" he oontiiiiied, addreani^ the jailor, " hu- 
tem thy undenching and nndoing of rirets, and 
be not dainty of givii^ me a little pain, so thou 
break so Umb." 

The Palmer looked on a little while, as if sur- 
prised at Damian's determination, then exclaimed, 
" I CKi keep the oM man's secret no loBger — sncb 
high-^uled generod^ must not be saciificed.— 
Hatk thee, braVe Sir Damian, I have a mighty Be- 
cxet still to impart, and as this Saxon diorl under- 
stands no French, this is no unfit opportunity to 
communicate it. Know that thine uncle is a chan- 
ged man in mind, as he is debilitated and bndten 
down in body. Peevishness and jealousy have 
posseased thonselves of a heart which was once 
strtrng and generous ; his life is now on the di^i, 
and, I grieve to speak it, these dr^ are foul and 
bitter." 

" Is this thy m^hty secret ?" said Damian. 
"That men grow old, I know; and if with infirmly 
o€ body comes infirmity of temper and mind, their 
case the more strongly claims the dutiful obser- 
vance of thofe who are bound to them in Uood 
or affection.* 
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'* Ay, bitt the CoiatMe^a moA bu beea {Ka< 
KWediipuiist thee byTiunonnwluc^ hsve HAched 
bis ear fiNoa England, that thare have been 
tbooghts of affection betvizt thee and his be- 
trathcd Ixide, Evdine Bcienger.— H« ! bare I 
tondied yea nowP" 

" Not s whit," said Damian, putting on the 
itrongest resoliuion with which hii virtue ooold 
fupply him—-" it »« but this feUor who straek 
my Bhin-bono aoinewbat eharply irith his ham 
mer. Proceed. My uncle heard nuh a leport, 
and betiered it ?" 

" He did," said the Pahner— " I can wdl met 
it, sinee he oonocded no thought from me. Bnt 
he prayed me carefioUy to hide his snspicioDS 
from yon, ' Otherwise,' sud he, * the young wolf- 
cub will never thrust himself into the trap fot the 
deUrenmce of the old one. Were he once in my 
present pnson-house,' your uncle continued to 
speak of you, ' he should rot and die ere I sent 
one penny of ransom to set at liberty the lamt of 
my betrothed bride.' " 

" Could this be my uncle in oaraest ?" sud 
Damian, all aghast. " Could he plan so much 
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tteadiery tovardi me as to leftve rae in the cq»U- 
tity into which I threw myKtf far his TKdemp- 
Haa ?— Tufih ! it cannot be.'" 

" Flatter not yourself with such a vun opi- 
nion,'' aud the Pidmer — " if you gQ to Syria, yon 
go to eternal captivity, while your uncle retunu 
to possession of wealth little diniijUHhed— and of 
Ereline Bcmsiger.'" 

" H» !" Maculated Damiao ; and hxddng down 
fbr an instant, dananded of the Palmer, in a eub- 
doed voice, what he would have him to do in such 
an extremity. 

" The case is ^wn, accoi^ng to my poor 
judgment," rejdied the Painter. " No (me is 
bound to faith with those who mean to observe 
none with him. Anticipate this tieadiery of your 
uncle, and let his now short and infirm existence 
moulder out in the pestiferous cell to which he 
would condemn your youthfiil strength. The 
royal grant has assigned you lands enough £» 
your honourable support ; and where&re not unite 
with tbem timae of the Grarde Deloureuse ? — 
Eveline Berenger, if I do not gresdy mistake, 
will Bcuce say nay. Ay, more— I vouch it on my 
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•ool tlut the will Mj yes, fot I luve rare infor- 
DMtioii of her mind ; and for her pre-contract, k 
word (ram Heniy to his holiiiess, now that they 
are in ^e hey-day of their recondliadon, will 
oUiterate the name Hu^ from the pardiment, and 
insert Damian in its stead." 

" Now, l^ my &ith," said Damian, ariung and 
placing his foot upon the stool, that the warder 
ni^t mote easily strike off the last ring by which 
he was encumbered, — " I have heard of tach 
things as this— I have heard of beings who, with 
seeming gravity of word and aspect — ^with subtle 
counsels, artfidly ^^ied to the feuldes of hu< 
man nature — bare haunted the ccJls of despairing 
men, and made them many a fiur jm>mise, if they 
would but exchange for th^ by-ways the paths 
of salradim. Such are the fiend's dearest agents, 
and in such a giuse hath the fiend himself been 
known to appear. In the name of Giod, old man, 
if biimao thou art, begone ! — i like not thy words 
or thy presHice — I spit at thy counsels. And 
mark me," he added, with a moiacing gestuh;, 
" I wiU presently be at liberty r 

" Boy," replied the Palmer, folding hU anus 
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coDtemptuoualy in his clo^, " I scorn thy menaces 
— ^I leare thee not till we know each other bet- 
ter." 

" I too,'* Baid Damisn, " would fiun know whe- 
thei thou be*Et man or fiend ; and now for the 
trial." As he spoke, the last shackle fell from his 
1^, and clashed on the pavement, and at the same 
mommt he sprung on the Palmer, caught him by 
the waist, and excliumed, as be made three distinct 
and desperate attempts to lift him up, and dash 
him hoMlong to the earth, " This for ntalignii^ 
a nobleman — tbu for doubting the honour of a 
knight — and tbis (widi a yet more violent exsr- 
don) for bdying a lady r 

Each efiwt of Damian seemed equal to have 
rooted up a tree ; yet thon^ th^ staggered the 
old man, they overthrew him not ; and while Da- 
mian panted with his last exertion, be replied, 
" ^d take thou tbis, for so roughly entreatmg 
thy fother^s brother.'' 

As be ^ke, Dsmian de Lacy, the best youth- 
ful wrestler in Cheshire, received no sdft fidi ;oo 
the floOT of the dungeim. He arose sh>wly and 
astounded, bat the Palmer bad now thrown bade 
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both bood and dslmatique, snd the features, 
though bearing marks of age kdA climate, were 
ihoee of hu uncle the Constable, who calmly oh- 
acrved, " I think, Damian, thon art tamed strong- 
er, or I wealur, Bince my breast was last pressed 
i^aimt yours m oar country's celebrated sport 
Thou faadat n%h bad me down in that last turn, 
bat that I knew the old De J.^acy^s badc-trip as well 
as tbou.— But whcrefinre knec^ man i*" He raised 
him with much londness, kissed hit ched, and pro- 
ceeded : " Think not, my dearest nephew, that I 
meant in my late disguise to try your faith, which 
I myself never doubted. But evil tongnes had been 
busy, and it was this which made me resolve on an 
experiment, die result of which has been, as I ex- 
pected, most honooraUe for you. And know, (for 
these walla have aiHnetimo ears, even according 
to the letter,) there are eaiB and eyes not &r dis- 
tant which have heard and seen the whole. Mar- 
ry, I wish, though, thy last hug had not been so 
severe a one. My ribs still feel the impression of 
thy knuckles." 

*f Dterest and honoured uncle," Sfud Damian, 



T,Goo(^le 



TALE I. THE BSTKOTHED. 351 

"There is nothing to exciue," replied hk 
unde, iDteiruptmg him. " Hftte we not vre«t- 
led s trail before now ? — Bnt there remmns yet 
one tna) for thee to go through — Get thee out of 
thu bole speedily— don thy best amy to accom- 
pany me to the dinrch at noon ; for, Damian, 
thou must be present at the marriage of the Lady 
ETdine Berenger." 

ThiB pTopoBsl at once struck to the earth the 
unhappy young man. " For mercy's sake,*' he 
excUimed, " hold me excused in this, my gracious 
uncle i — I have been of hite severely wounded, 
and am very weak." 

" As my bones can testify,'' said his unde. 
** Why, man, thou hast the s^ength of a Nmway 
ben." 

" PaasioD," answered Damisn, ** might give me 
strength for a moment; but, dearest uncle, ask 
anything of me rather than this. Methinks, if I 
have been Jaulty, some other punishment might 
suffice." 

" I tell thee," said the Constable, *' thy presence 
is n£oetasry>— iodispensafaly necessary. Strange 
reporta have been abroad, which thy absence on 
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tins occanoD would go &r to coofinD. 'Emimt'a 
cbuactei ia coneemed in tlm-" 

" If 80," Bud DunUn, " if it be iadeed m, bo 
task will be too hard fi» nte. But I tnut, when 
the ceremony is owet, you will cot nAue ne your 
coDMnt to take the crosa, unleas you should pre- 
fer my joining the troops destined, as I heard, for 
the cosquest of Iz«Und." 

" Ay, ay," said the ConstaUe; " if Eveline 
grant you permisnim, I will not withhtM mine." 

" Unde," said ]>amian, stHDewfaat stetnly, 
" you do not know the fedings which you jest 
with." 

" Nay," said the Constable, " I compel no- 
thing ; for if thou goest to the church, and likeat 
not the match, thou may'st put a stop to it if thou 
wilt — the sacrament cannot proceed without the 
Md^room^ cuuait." 

" I understand you not, ancle," said Damian ; 
" you hare already consented." 

" Yes, Damian," he said, " I have — to with- 
draw my chum, and to rdinquiah it in thy ftvour ; 
for if Eveline Bercaiger is wedded to>day, Uiou art 
bet ImdegrooiD— the Church has given her sane- 
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^an—ihe King his approbslioii— the lady says 
not nay— and the question only now remains, 
irhetbet the bridegroom will eay yes." 

The nature of the answer may be easily con- 
ceiTed ; not is it necessary to dwell upon the splen- 
dois of the ceremonial, which, to atone for his late 
^merited severity, Henry honoured with his 
own presence. Atnelot and Rose were shortly 
afterwards united, old Flammock -having been 
pierionsly created a gentleman by coat armour, 
that the gende Norman blood i6ight, without utter 
derc^tion, mingle with the meaner stream which 
coloured the cheek imd meandered in azure over 
the lovdy neck and bosom of the fair Fleming. 
There was nothing in the manner of the Consts- 
Ue towards bis nephew and his bride, which could 
infer a r^ret of the generous self-denial which he 
had exercised in favour of their youthful passion. 
But he soon after accepted a high command in 
the troops destined to invade Ireland ; and his 
name is found among the highest in die roll of 
the chivalrous Normans who first united that fair 
iduid to the English crown. 



D,o,i,7.<iT,Google 



354 TAUBB OF THB CEITSASBKS. 

Evf^e, restored to her own fiur cartle Jtoddo- 
mWDB, failediimt to providft for ho: coniMser, as 
well as for ha <dd soldiers, seiTuite, and retain* 
ea, forgettii^ th^ enta^ and remesaJKrinf^tbrn 
fiddity. The Confessor was restored to tho^ssli- 
pots of £^ypt, mere congenial to his halnts tbtti 
the neagre fare rf his convent. Evan GiUiaa 
hod the means of subsistence, since to punish her 
would have been to- dktresa the faittrfol Saool. 
They quarrelled for the future part of tjicir lives 
in ^entyv just as they had formerly quwrelled in 
poTCTty ; for wran^ing curs will fight over a ban- 
quet as fiercely aa ovei a bare brae. 

The onfy serious cause of vnation which I can 
trace the Lady Eveline having been visited with, 
arase &om a visit of her Saxon reJative, made with 
mueh form, but, unforttmately, at the some time 
which the Lady Abbess had selected f(H that pur- 
pose. The discoid which arose bebweot thcfie 
hoQoured personages was of « douUe chacactcY, 
foi they were Normia and Ssxihi, andt moreover, 
differed in ointton ctnueming the time of holding 
Easter. This, howeves was but a slight gale to 
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disturb the general KTeiiity of Evdme ; for with 
ha unhoped-for union vith DamiaQ, ended the 
trials ftud sorrows oF The Betkotbed. 



END OF VOlUME SECuND. 
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